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For people with HIV or AIDS, Medicaid is the
principal third-party payer covering the costs
of care and services. Many states are in the

process of restructuring their Medicaid programs
from fee-for-service delivery and reimbursement
systems to capitated managed care systems.
Currently about 50% of all Medicaid recipients are in
managed care programs, a percentage expected to
grow as managed care plans continue to expand their
coverage to Medicaid populations. There are neces-
sarily ramifications of this trend for people with
HIV/AIDS, as well as for healthcare providers, AIDS
service organizations, and policymakers concerned
with access to quality care.

To learn about the transition from one type of
system to another and to capture information for
state organizations, providers, and community
organizations facing similar challenges, the Health
Resources and Services Administration’s Special
Projects of National Significance Program (SPNS)
funded five projects from 1994 to 1999 focusing on
capitated managed care delivery systems for people
with HIV/AIDS (see Table). Each project shares the
goal of assessing costs for providing healthcare ser-
vices to HIV/AIDS patients under a capitated care
system and analyzing the impact of managed care
on patient satisfaction and health outcomes.

The managed care plans developed and imple-
mented by these SPNS program grantees vary in

Table.

Special Projects of National Significance

AIDS Healthcare Foundation
6255 W. Sunset Boulevard, 16th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90028
Contact: Peter Reis
323-860-5235
preisjr@aol.com

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center 
Project Shine
10 Grove Street
East Boston, MA 02128
Contact: Judith Steinberg
617-539-4415
steinbej@ebnhc.org

Johns Hopkins University
1830 East Monument Street, Rm 437
Baltimore, MD 21287-0003
Contact: John Bartlett, MD
410-955-7634
jb@welchlink.welchijhu.edu

Visiting Nurse Association Foundation of LA
101 South First Street
Burbank, CA 91502
Contact: David Cherin
818-526-1780
cherind@u.washington.edu

New York State AIDS Institute
Empire State Plaza
Corning Tower
Albany, NY 12237
Contact: Ira Feldman
518-486-1383
isf01@health.state.ny.us
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