




 Back in the early 1980s, some prognostica-

tors in the technology world were starting 

to explore what new innovations in net-

working might mean for average homes. 

Specifi cally, they were looking into how 

a burgeoning tool called “the Internet” 

could eventually impact the daily home 

lives and habits of the average Americans.

By the late 1990s and early 2000s, this 

trend had a name: the “Internet of Things.” 

Since then, companies like Nest, Ama-

zon, Google, Belkin and, most recently, 

Apple—with their Homepod—have intro-

duced products that make these predictions 

a reality. What once seemed likely to only 

exist in the pages of science-fi ction novels 

are now in millions of homes. In fact, a 

2015 forecast from Gartner, Inc., suggests 

that by 2020, there will 

be more than 20.8 billion 

“things” that will be 

connected to the internet. 

That’s a lot of things, in a 

lot of homes, far outside 

the realm of the cutting-edge tech sector. 

Science fi ction has become reality.

Now, think back to the early ’80s in 

dentistry. Imagine you told a dentist 

that they could one day use a computer 

to view a full and better patient fi le, 

complete with detailed images and 

notes. Imagine telling them they would 

also be able to use a watch-like device 

to measure sleep, and then use that data 

to recommend an appliance that can be 

printed. How surprised would a dentist 

in 1982 be to hear how 

much dental materials 

have improved—and 

how much science has 

improved? Or to learn 

how continuing educa-

tion now includes CAD/CAM? Can you 

imagine trying to explain the cloud to a 

dentist in the Reagan administration?

And yet, just 35 years later, these inno-

vations are all real. In our 2017 edition of 

our Innovator Profi les, you’ll see how they 

went from the realm of science fi ction into 

the average dental practice. We’re proud to 

bring you this annual section, and excited 

to work with these companies—and with 

you—to push the dental industry forward.  

See The 2017 Innovator Profi les, page 13

LET’S PUSH DENTISTRY FORWARD
How this year’s innovators are creating new possibilities. 

[ KAVO ]

SMARTmatic series

This new series of handpieces is 

designed to offer dental professionals 

increased fl exibility.

EDITORS’ CHOICE          

How to ease into 
EHR—without 
losing your mind 

Look around: Everyone is 

texting, talking and count-

ing their steps with the 

ease of a smartwatch. Yet 

some practices are keep-

ing records in systems created 30 years 

ago. Why? Likely because the thought 

of moving all of your patient records and 

protocols into an electronic format might 

make anyone lose their marbles. But it 

doesn’t have to be that way.

Approximately seven years ago, Larry 

Kennedy, DDS, and Theresa Kennedy 

RDH, transitioned two offi ces from paper to 

electronic with what looked like the fl ip of a 

switch. In reality it took preparation, training 

and planning. I wanted to hear fi rst-hand 

advice and tips on transitioning your prac-

tice—since they happen to be my parents, I 

decided to ask them!

There were several reasons for the transi-

tion at Kennedy Dental LLC in Marysville, 

Ohio: The Kennedys wanted to increase 

the resale value of their practice, pave the 

way for a young associate or future young 

buyer, and they got a little push from their 

consulting group Paragon Management 

Associates. ... See ease into EHR , page 10

[ MAVRIK DENTAL SYSTEMS ]

Thera-Smile

A new way to offer teeth whitening 

in your practice, reported to offer 

complete control.

For more online content...
The cutting-edge product news, 

vital techniques and industry insight 

doesn’t stop here. Check out 

dentalproductsreport.com.
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CUTTING-EDGE INNOVATIONS TO IMPROVE DENTAL PRACTICE

9 questions to ask about EHR
What you need to know before your practice 

enters the world of electronic health records.

How to: Bridge the gap from 
traditional to digital dentistry

PRODUCT ROUNDUP: 
Practice management systems

compiled by the DPR editorial team

[ SHOFU ]

Beautifi ll II LS 
(Low Shrink)

This new composite boasts reduced 

polymerization shrinkage and more.
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Everything you love 
about Amazon.
Now for your dental 
practice.
Save time and money. Register for your free 
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