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n or %

Age, years

Mean 57

Range 41-71

Sex

Male 9

Female 91

Gender

Cisgender male 9

Cisgender female 91

Medical care impacted by gender

Yes 0

No 100

Sexual orientation

Bisexual 0

Gay/lesbian/homosexual 0

Straight/heterosexual 100

Medical care impacted by sexual orientation

Yes 0

No 100

Race

Black 64

White 36

Hispanic or Latinx 0

Medical care impacted by race or ethnicity 

Yes 27

No 73

English proficiency

Native/Fluent 100

Proficient 0

Intermediate 0

Beginner 0

None 0

Religion

Nondenominational 37

Christian 18

Catholic 18

Presbyterian 9

Baptist 9

Methodist 9

Medical care impacted by religion

Yes 0

No 100

TABLE 1. Participant Characteristics (N = 11)

n or %

Highest level of completed education

High school/general education diploma 0

College/bachelor’s degree 27

Graduate degree 55

Professional degree 18

Current student

Yes 9

No 91

Currently employed

Yes 36

No 64

Job loss/struggled to find employment

Yes 36

No 64

Type of health insurance

Public 36

Private 64

None 0

Stressed or worried about housing 

Yes 36

No 64

Annual household income, dollars

Mean 98,818

Range 20,000-250,000

History of personal or family incarceration

Yes 55

No 45

Access to necessary health services

Yes 91

No 9

Delayed or not gotten medical care due to cost

Yes 45

No 55

Not listened to by doctor or nurse

Yes 64

No 36

Treated with less respect than others in a 
medical setting

Yes 64

No 36
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n or %

Social determinants of health*

Number per individual

0 9

1 9

2 9

3 0

4 9

5 9

6 18

7 18

8 0

9 18

Median 6

Mean 5.09

Range 0-9

TABLE 1. (continued) Participant Characteristics (N = 11)

DMT, disease-modifying therapy.
*The social determinants of health referred to in this study are race/ethnicity, English proficiency, gender, sexual orientation, education, employment, income
(< $49,111, 2022 US Census Bureau, State of Mississippi median3), housing, incarceration of themselves or a family member, access to health services, cost of 
medical care, health care experience, and access to multiple sclerosis medication.

n or %

Multiple sclerosis type

Relapsing-remitting 82

Secondary progressive 9

Primary progressive 9

Current DMT 

Ocrelizumab 27

Natalizumab 27

Diroximel fumarate 9

Dimethyl fumarate 9

Cladribine 9

None 18

Difficulty accessing DMTs due to cost

Yes 18

No 82




