
he United States Pharmacopeia (USP) was
founded in 1820 by practitioners who met
in the young nation’s capital to devise ways

to ensure the quality of therapeutic products used
in medicine. To keep the USP current through the
rest of the nineteenth century, authorized practi-
tioners met at 10-year intervals to update and re-
publish the book. A major theme of USP’s decen-
nial meeting in May 1900, however, was the need
to formalize USP’s business structure and to write
a constitution and bylaws—up to that date, USP
had operated without either.

In his president’s address at the 1900 USP Con-
vention, Horatio C. Wood made the case for USP
to be incorporated and established a goal for fu-
ture conventions to operate within a formal frame-
work:

As the American nation of 1800 seems to us to
have been but a handful of seed whose develop-
ment we are the fruit, so will those who shall meet
here in the year 2000 think of the American peo-
ple of today as a small body from which they have
themselves sprung … Our fathers labored, and
we have entered into their labors. Let us see to it
that preserving in its essential lines that which
has come to us, and adding to it in our day and
generation as strength is given us, we may leave
for the coming century good work and true,
which shall remain as the abiding though unrec-
ognized witness of our earnest living (1).

As a direct result of the convention of 1900, the
constitution not only formalized the governing
structures of USP (vested in a board of trustees
and Committee of Revision, now known as the
Council of Experts), but it also for the first time
defined the institutions that are entitled to repre-
sentation in the convention. This list included
schools of medicine and pharmacy, incorporated
state medical and pharmaceutical associations,
the American Medical Association (AMA), the
American Pharmaceutical Association (now the
American Pharmacists Association, APhA), the
American Chemical Society, and the surgeons gen-
eral of the US Army, Navy, and the Marine Hos-
pital Service (2).

Convention 2005
The USP Convention now convenes at five-year
intervals, the next of which will take place 9–13
March 2005 in Washington, DC.

On Wednesday, 9 March 2005, the convention
will open with registration, a first-timer’s orien-
tation, and a dessert reception at the Corcoran
Gallery of Art. Thursday will feature a symposium
and panel discussion about “The Future of Health
Care and Health Care Standards,” followed by
leadership reports and the president’s address.
Various organizations, including APhA, AMA, the
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of
America (PhRMA), the Generic Pharmaceutical
Association, the Consumer Healthcare Products
Association, and the Food and Drug Administra-
tion have been invited to make formal presenta-
tions on Friday, 11 March. The presentations will
be followed by an open hearing regarding USP’s
constitution and bylaws, and resolutions. The sig-
nificance of this session cannot be overempha-
sized because changes to the constitution and by-
laws fundamentally affect the way USP conducts
its affairs, and the resolutions will direct USP’s
core activities for the next five years.

The full slate of resolutions will not be known
until the time of the convention itself. In fact, res-
olutions may be introduced from the floor of the
assembly, but items introduced in this manner re-
quire the signature of a member and acceptance
by two-thirds of voting members before the res-
olution may be considered.

One amendment already under consideration
proposes establishing a Council of the Conven-
tion to serve as a conduit of information to and
from the membership between conventions. This
body could, perhaps, meet annually to discharge
its functions as an information-sharing body. Be-
cause USP’s relationship with Micromedex has
ended, another amendment will seek to remove
all references to the USP Drug Information, which
is no longer published by USP. Also, during the
2000–2005 cycle, USP has benefited from the work
of numerous stakeholder forums and project
teams. An amendment is likely to propose a for-
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mal delineation of the process for creat-
ing these groups and clarifying their roles
and responsibilities. Finally, a proposal to
establish term limits for members of the
council of experts may be discussed.

Saturday will be devoted to business ses-
sions, including the election of 2005–2010
officers and trustees and Council of Ex-
perts members. That evening, a closing
session at the Library of Congress will
honor Joseph G. Valentino, JD, who is re-
tiring following more than 35 years of
service to USP as senior vice-president,
secretary, and general counsel.

Sunday, 13 March, will include the final
report of the Resolutions Committee,
which presents the resolutions upon which
the members will vote and an announce-
ment of the officers and trustees and the
Council of Experts elected for the
2005–2010 term.

Conclusion
One hundred and eighty-five years after
its inception, USP will convene another

of its conventions, in which its stakehold-
ers will review the organization’s work and
set its focus for the next five years. These
important tasks have direct ramifications
on USP’s mission to promote public health
“by establishing and disseminating offi-

cially recognized standards of quality and
authoritative information for the use of
medicines and other healthcare technolo-
gies by health professionals, patients, and
consumers” (3). USP’s Convention 2005
is another example of the spirit of volun-
teerism—good work and true—that in-
forms USP’s national and international

activities, and we invite our qualified con-
stituents to participate fully. Further in-
formation about Convention 2005 is avail-
able on USP’s Web site at www.usp.org/
meetings/convention.
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