
FOUR TIPS TO FINDING GRANTS FOR 
YOUR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH GROUP 

Both the federal government and your state play a role in 
supporting mental health. The federal government regulates 
systems and providers, protects consumers’ rights, providing 
funding for services, and supports research and innovation. 
State governments must meet certain standards set by the 
federal government, but they are free to design and fund their 
own mental health systems. This freedom to experiment with 
new or innovative services and delivery models allows states to 
create improvements that can ultimately be translated across 
the country.1

Find #1 – SAMHSA grants
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) awards yearly grants.

You can apply for one of these grants on the SAMHSA  
website. There, you can also learn about their application 
procedures, registration process, and upcoming webinars  
for prospective applicants.

Find #2 – GrantWatch™ search
GrantWatch is an excelled website you can use to filter and 
search for grants by service type, geographical location, funding 
source type, and application deadlines. Nonprofit and for-profit 
organizations, clinicians, researchers, and other professionals 
operating in the mental health field can all benefit from this site.

Helpful tips
Helpful tips

Register with the System for Award Management (SAM) 
and Grants.gov, or your application won’t be considered.

Create a calendar of potential grants with due  
date reminders.

Use the SAMHSA funding opportunity number 
announcement (FOA) number to search for a funding 
opportunity on Grants.gov.

Record the GrantWatch ID# to easily locate the 
opportunity.

Review the competitive grant application guide to build 
the best case.

Share the grant with others in your organization to 
confirm if it is worth the time it takes to apply.

Keep in mind that this process takes up to six weeks.

As a behavioral health group, you are 
likely able to keep your doors open 
because of funding from both the federal 
and state governments. In this guide, 
you’ll learn ways to locate and apply for 
these types of funding opportunities.
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1 http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/issues/federal-and-state-role-mental-health

Find #3 – NNED search
The National Network to Eliminate Disparities in Behavioral 
Health (NNED) was formed with support from SAMHSA in 
partnership with the National Alliance of Multi-ethnic Behavioral 
Health (NAMBHA). You can use the website to search for 
governmental and foundation grant opportunities.

Find #4 – Grants.gov search
It has been around for a while, but it is just as useful as ever—
managed by the US Department of Health and Human  
Services, Grants.gov offers a plethora of grant opportunities. 
This workspace enables your group to complete webforms and 
apply for grants together. You can event create a workspace for 
an open funding opportunity to begin the process.

Helpful tips

Helpful tips

Note that the grant opportunities are organized by  
due date.

Follow ‘@grantsdotgov’ and search #FundingFriday, 
#Learngrants, and #grantchat on Twitter.

Explore national and local foundations that focus on 
behavioral health and disparities, noting that the list  
is organized alphabetically by foundation.

Review Grants 101 in the Grants Learning Center.

Search by opportunity status, funding instrument  
type, eligibility, service unit, and agency to narrow  
down the results.
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TAKE THE NEXT STEP.
To learn more or submit an RFP, call 855-510-6398.

To stay up-to-date on industry topics and 
need-to-know news, visit our behavioral  
health specialty page on nextgen.com or 
email results@nextgen.com.

Healthcare reform has expanded Medicare and 
Medicaid coverage, and increased the number  
of people covered by private health insurance.  
The resulting changes in reimbursement are 
not only affecting patients’ ability to seek 
treatment but also providers’ ability to deliver 
these services. Our integrated EHR and practice 
management solutions for behavioral and mental 
health enable you to keep up, by allowing you to 
freely create content, adopt and adapt workflows, 
and build reports.


