
t all began in March 1990
at the 40th Pittsburgh
Conference (PittCon)
meeting in the Jacob Javitz
Convention Center in New

York, New York. Coauthor John
R. Ferraro stopped at the Beck-
man Booth and began dis-
cussing with Robert Jarnu-
towski, at the time an engineer
with Beckman Instruments
(Fullerton, CA), the impending
50th anniversary of the land-
mark instrument, the Beckman
DU spectrophotometer, in 1991.
The thought entered Ferraro’s
mind that landmark instru-
ments such as this one should
be preserved in a museum (Ger-
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many, England, and Italy host
scientific instrumentation mu-
seums, but the United States did
not have any, except for minor
exhibits periodically shown at
the Smithsonian Institute
[Washington, DC]).

The merit of the idea grew
with time, and Roy Koirtyohan
was contacted in autumn 1990,
while he was president of the
Society for Applied Spec-
troscopy (SAS). He agreed that
the museum concept was worth
pursuing, resulting in the for-
mation of a museum committee
with Ferraro as the chairman.
Members included Alvin Bober,
coauthor Ed Brame, Richard
Reiss, and Robert Jarnutowski.

Committee members met for
the first time in 1991 at PittCon
in Chicago, Illinois, and began
by organizing activities and de-
veloping a direction. The com-
mittee met again that same year
at the Eastern Analytical Sym-
posium (EAS) meeting in New

Jersey in November and at the
Federation of Analytical Chem-
istry and Spectroscopy (FACCS)
meeting the following Septem-
ber in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia. Principal items on the
agenda were feasibility studies
and site selection. In March
1993, a new SAS museum com-
mittee was formed by Bonner
Denton, president of SAS, with
Ferraro continuing as chairman
and Bober, Brame, Reiss, and
Koirtyohan as members. This
committee began its close rela-
tionship at the time with the
Chemical Heritage Foundation
(CHF) and decided to join
forces to develop an instrumen-

John R. Ferraro
spent 32 years at
Argonne National
Laboratory (9700
South Cass Avenue,
Argonne, IL 60439) as
a senior scientist and
five years at Loyola
University (Chicago,
IL) as the Searle
Professor of
Chemistry. He was an
adjunct professor,
planetary sciences, at
the University of
Arizona (Tucson). He
served as president of
the Society of Applied
Spectroscopy (SAS)
from 1968 to 1974
and has served as a
special team
appointee at Argonne
since 1984.

Left: Chemical Heritage
Foundation Building. 

Below: Arnold Thackray,
Chemical Heritage
Foundation president. 
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Edward G. Brame Jr. is president of the CECON
Group (242 North James St., Wilmington, DE 19804), a
science and engineering consulting company. He spent
28 years at the DuPont Experimental Station, retiring
there in the 1980s as a research associate in analytical
spectroscopy. He was chair of the Eastern Analytical
Symposium in 1967 and president of SAS in 1978. 
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tation museum. At the Chicago PittCon
meeting in 1994, the museum commit-
tee was reorganized by Peter Griffiths,
then SAS president. Brame became
chairman, with Koirtyohan, Reiss, and
Robert Myers continuing as members,
and Ferraro as an advisor.

Meanwhile, CHF, then known as the
Beckman Center for the History of
Chemistry, acquired several Beckman
instruments in 1987 as part of its con-
nection with the company.

An event took place at the Chicago
PittCon that added impetus to the mu-
seum concept. An “Antiquities Mu-
seum” exhibit was held on the conven-
tion floor. Many historical scientific
instruments were displayed. At the con-
clusion of the conference, many of these
instruments were turned over to CHF.
This essentially began the collection
process of instruments for CHF.

It should be emphasized that the
progress made from 1991 to 1995 was
due to the dedicated volunteer work of
several determined individuals who
served on those early committees.

CHF purchased a permanent site, the
First National Bank Building at 315
Chestnut St., in the historical section of
Philadelphia in 1995. The building
houses the Arnold and Mabel Beckman

Center for the History of
Chemistry and the 
Donald F. and Mildred 
Othmer Library of
Chemical History, and
will house the Chemical
Heritage Scientific 
Instrument Museum.
The site adjoins the Ben-

jamin Franklin Museum and is located
two blocks from the Liberty Bell and
Independence Hall.

In 1995, the new Chemical Instru-
ment Museum Group (CIMG) was
created; it superseded all previous mu-
seum committees. Its mission was to
screen, inventory, and collect various
scientific instruments. CIMG was
chaired by Brame and had Ferraro,
William Golton, Koirtyohan, Michael
Grayson, Tom Porro, Fred Scott, and
John Stock as members. In 1996,

PerkinElmer Corporation (Shelton,
CT) pledged $25,000 in support of the
planning phase of the museum. This
grant provided a catalytic effect on the
museum progress. More scientific in-
struments were collected and screened
by CIMG. Instruments were stored at
the T&N warehouse in Moorestown,
New Jersey, while a few were placed on
display at CHF.

The Heritage Council and Artifacts
Committee was established in 1999,
with Richard Howe as chair. Members
include Dominick Anastasio, chair
Heritage Council (ex-officio); Arnold
Thackray (ex-officio); Gary Anderson;
Edward Brame; John R. Ferraro; Jerry
Gallwas; Michael Grayson; Ned Hein-
del; Roy Koirtyohan; Marvin Mar-
goshes; Tom Porro; and Elizabeth
Swan, director of The Othmer Library.

A second “Antiquities Museum” ex-
hibit was held at the 50th Anniversary
PittCon Meeting at Orlando, Florida,
in March 1999 with CHF supplying
many of the instruments for the spe-
cial exhibit.

The Heritage Council Instruments
and Artifacts subcommittee was formed
in 2000, with Porro as Chair and
Brame, Ferraro, Golton, Grayson, and
Scott as its members. Semiannual meet-
ings were held at the CHF site to de-
velop its mission and activities in sup-
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Left: Donald and 
Mildred Othmer.
Below: Arnold Beckman. 

Chemical Instrument Museum Group members
screen scientific instruments.
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port of the Heritage Council’s overall
program. The Perkin Foundation
granted $25,000 in 2000 for curating
the growing population of scientific in-
struments given to CHF.

In 2001, PerkinElmer Instruments
donated part of its extensive collection
of scientific instruments from their Bo-
densee, Germany, museum. The collec-
tion includes 133 instruments, manuals,
photos, and instructional videotapes.
Also in 2001, Roy Eddleman, chairman
of Spectrum Laboratories (Rancho
Dominquez, CA) announced a pledge
of $5 million to establish the Roy Ed-
dleman Research Museum, which will
house his art collection as well as the
scientific instruments collected for the
museum at CHF.

At press time, the CHF instrumenta-
tion museum is coming to reality. Bear
in mind the effort, time, and faith that a
few people have put forth in their belief
that the museum concept was possible.
This faith has not been denied.
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A half-day symposium on the Chemical
Heritage Foundation Scientific Instru-
ment Museum will be held at the EAS
Exposition, scheduled for November
18–22, 2002, in Somerset, New Jersey.
Topics of discussion will cover the history,
screening, curating, and inventory of the
instrument collection; the PerkinElmer
Bodensee collection; and the present and
future statuses of the museum.
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