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The Istanbul neighborhood of Balat, with its narrow streets and pastel-painted wooden houses, has 

a charm entirely of its own. Once home to a Jewish community, it was then shared by Armenian, 

Greek, and Turkish neighbors. After the mid-20th century, Kurdish families, Roma communities, 

and many others settled here with waves of inner migration, adding to the cultural variety. In 

recent decades, gentrification has profoundly transformed the historic district. Onceweathered 

houses have been repainted for tourists, shops now line the main streets, and soaring rents have 

driven out long-term residents. 

With Balat, on view at Fotografiska Berlin from November 11, 2025, to January 19, 2026, 

photographer Charlotte Schmitz invites visitors to immerse themselves in the life of the 

neighborhood. Schmitz was 24 when she first traveled to Istanbul in 2012. At the time, she was 

living in Berlin, where many of her neighbors were originally from Turkey. At the time, she didn’t 

realize that her journey would grow into a lifelong connection. She fell in love with Balat and soon 

found herself capturing its spirit through her camera. A brief encounter in a café would prove to be 

a turning point: A father who had once worked in Berlin as a guest laborer showed Schmitz photos 

of his daughters and invited her to his home. She and the family felt an instant connection. 

“It was incredibly hot that summer. All you could do was wander through Balat’s streets, sit in the 

shade, and drink tea. If I hadn’t met him in that café, would any of this have happened? I don’t think 

so.” Charlotte Schmitz 

Six months later, she returned, carrying printed photographs in her bag. It marked the beginning of 

a long-term project and of many friendships that would become central to her work. For more than 

a decade, she brought her camera along whenever she visited her friends in the city, documenting 

everyday life as well as weddings and other celebrations. 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Around fifty photographs show the full circle of life in Balat – newborns, growing children, aging 

adults, and a neighborhood that, despite all its changes, still shines with joy, care, and connection. 

Rather than documenting loss or gentrification, Schmitz’s work celebrates the enduring spirit of 

community. 

 

www.berlin.fotografiska.com 

 

 

ABOUT THE ARTIST  

Charlotte Schmitz (born 1988) studied photojournalism and documentary photography in Hanover. 

Her artistic practice combines participatory methods, a deeply personal approach, and long-term 

observation. Her photographs explore themes of memory, intimacy, and collective transformation, 

and have been featured in publications such as The Washington Post, National Geographic, and Der 

Spiegel. In 2019, she became the first woman photographer to receive the FotoEvidence W Award, 

for her book „La Puente“. Schmitz now lives and works on the Flensburg Fjord. 

 

 

 

CREDITS 

The exhibition was developed and curated by Marie-Luise Mayer, Exhibitions Manager at 
Fotografiska Berlin, in collaboration with curator Ilgın Deniz Akseloğlu and the artist. It was 
realized in partnership with IFA Berlin and in friendly cooperation with our photography print 
partner WhiteWall. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

OPENING  

The exhibition by Charlotte Schmitz will open on Tuesday, November 11, 2025, at 7:00 pm. You are 
cordially invited to attend the opening, including a conversation with the artist and a tour of the 
exhibition. 

 

Kindly confirm your participation at: selina.bauer@fotografiska.com 

 

 

ABOUT EMERGING BERLIN       

Berlin is a city full of stories, history, and change. To empower the local artist community and 

discover new sides of Berlin, Fotografiska has launched a talent program – Emerging Berlin – where 

photographers at the early stage of their careers are given the space to exhibit. Selected through an 

open call for proposals, the program will exhibit six artists per year in Fotografiska Berlin’s Graffiti 

Hall. The exhibiting artists receive a solo exhibition, mentorship, press and media opportunities, 

and direct professional exchange with experts from the field. The program will also include 

workshops and portfolio reviews open to the public to continue to support local talent. Emerging 

Berlin is a program devoted to researching, supporting and showcasing new voices from Berlin. 

 

ABOUT FOTOGRAFISKA 

Fotografiska is the contemporary museum of photography, art and culture. With locations in 

Stockholm, Berlin, Tallinn and Shanghai, Fotografiska exhibits world renowned artists as well as 

local, emerging talent. Exhibitions change almost every month to continuously inspire new 

perspectives. From its restaurant and bars to its parties and talks, the museum offers a social and 

cultural experience – open late every day, from 10:00 to 23:00. 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT IFA BERLIN 

 

IFA Berlin is the world's largest home and consumer tech event, held every September in Berlin. 
From global brands to bold startups, from industry leaders to everyday tech lovers – they all meet 
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here. It's where new ideas launch and trends are revealed. It’s where the world connects to shape 
the tomorrow and how we live, work and play. www.ifa-berlin.com 
 

 

 

ABOUT WHITEWALL  

 

Photography in Perfection. For over 15 years, artists and discerning photographers worldwide have 
placed their trust in WhiteWall's photo laboratory. WhiteWall blends traditional development 
methods with the latest technologies to create unmatched quality. Officially recognized as "The Best 
Photo Lab Worldwide" by the TIPA World Award, WhiteWall embodies pure passion in every print. 
www.whitewall.de    
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