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Getting Started with Marty Blocks Jr 
 

Movement block vocabulary 

 
Learners may have seen the movement blocks with the controller part of the Marty the Robot app and experienced 
Marty’s movements via the Marty Unplugged color cards. The exercises here are to consolidate vocabulary and 
symbol awareness for the coding today and for future lessons, with Marty Blocks Jr (based on Scratch Jr). Take time 
to repeat vocabulary and symbols together. Perhaps purposefully make mistakes: showing the arrow pointing 
forward and saying left, let the learners laugh and correct you. This modelling that mistakes are for learning is good 
for developing code instructions. 

 

Comparisons with the App Controller 

 
Many of the symbols for Marty’s movements are very similar across Marty Blocks Jr and the App Controller: the 
direction arrows are the same, the icons for other movements are similar and can likely be understood. This 
introductory lesson is about exploring the Marty Blocks Jr type blocks and workspace, a comparison between the 
app controller and this new environment will occur, soon. 

 

Estimating with Code 
 

The goal of this lesson is to estimate and improve with the forward block. As a group, you need to model and 
practice the process of improving on previous versions of the code. This process, called iteration or versioning, 
is what users experience every time they are asked to update an app. The developers may have found a bug or 
may have found a way to make the code more efficient.  
 
Modelling mistakes, or not perfect code, and then modelling improvements will hopefully encourage 
learners not to give up after a first failed attempt. Remind learners that they sometimes receive 
corrections with other work and need to fix what they did: this is exactly the same idea. 
 
Also, share with learners that it took several takes to make the video look like it does.  
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