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 Norgran Records
by Vic Grayson
First, cut & paste this link into your browser or use the Spotify search box and type in Norgran Records
spotify:playlist:69uFnPdkveWyfmxQNXYZ4C
Announcement 
This presentation is an extended version of a club presentation I gave in 2019 entitled ‘Another Obscure Record Label’. It originally had 9 tracks and lasted exactly 40 minutes.
This Playlist has 18 tracks & 75 minutes of playing time. You can easily split it into 2 or even 3 listening sessions. 
I realise that, unlike regular BBBS&JC presentations, I have almost no control over the listening habits of listeners. Of course, if you really don’t like a track then by all means use your finger or mouse to move on to the next track. But please give yourself a chance first. You may be pleasantly surprised. On the other hand ……………….!
Introduction:
Norgran Records was an American jazz record label in Los Angeles founded by Norman Granz  in 1953. It became part of Verve Records, which Granz created in 1956. Granz sold Verve to MGM in 1961 for $3 million. 
Born in Los Angeles, Granz was the son of Jewish immigrants. When America joined the SecondWorld War, he was drafted into the U.S. Army Air Force. Subsequently, he was posted to the Morale branch, the department charged with troops' entertainment. He then emerged into the public view when he organised de-segregated jam sessions at the Trouville Club in Los Angeles, which he later expanded when he staged a memorable concert at the Philharmonic Auditorium in LA on Sunday July 2, 1944, under the heading of "Jazz at the Philharmonic"
The title of the concert, "A Jazz Concert at the Philharmonic Auditorium", had been shortened by the printer of the advertising supplements to "Jazz at the Philharmonic". Only one copy of the very first concert program is known to exist. Norman Granz had organised the first Jazz at the Philharmonic concert with about $300 of borrowed money.
Later known as JATP, the ever-changing group recorded and toured extensively, with Granz producing some of the first live ‘Jam Session’ recordings to be distributed to a wide market.
After several JATP concerts in Los Angeles in 1944 and 1945, Granz began producing JATP concert tours, from late fall of 1945 to 1957 in USA and Canada, and from 1952 in Europe. They featured swing and bop musicians and were among the first high-profile performances to feature racially integrated bands. Granz actually cancelled some bookings rather than have the musicians perform for segregated audiences. 
· We start with a real medium paced swinger by Ellington sidemen
Tk 1  ‘Wham’ Johnny Hodges from album rec’d in NYC Jan 13 1952 ‘Swing With Johnny Hodges’ - Emmett Berry, (tpt); Lawrence Brown (tbn); Al Sears, (tnr); Leroy Lovett, (pno); Lloyd Trotman (b); Joe Marshall (drs)










3.01
· On to a piano trio plus tenor playing the blues effortlessly
Tk 2  ‘Ad Lib Blues’  Lester Young  from album ‘Lester Young With The Oscar Peterson Trio #2’ - Barney Kessel (gtr); Ray Brown (b); J.C. Heard (drs) Rec’d NYC August 4 1952 
           5.53  
· Interesting way to finish a fast blues – just slow down for 2 bars and stop!
The guitarist we just heard was Barney Kessel. He left Peterson and went on to a very successful solo career. He was replaced in 1956 by the next guitarist Herb Ellis who stayed with him until 1990!
Tk 3  ‘Somebody Loves Me’   Herb Ellis from 1956 album ‘Ellis In Wonderland’  - Charlie Mariano (alto); Ray Brown (b); Alvin Stoller (drs); Herb Ellis (gtr); Oscar Peterson (p); Jimmy Guiffre (reeds); Harry ‘Sweets’ Edison (tpt)  Recorded Dec 1955 & Jan 1956 in Hollywood. 
4.51
· Granz definitely liked and used a rather good rhythm section …………..
Tk 4   ‘Jive At Six’  Ben Webster from  album ‘The Consummate Artistry of Ben Webster’  - Benny Carter (alto); Ray Brown (b); Alvin Stoller ()drs); Herb Ellis (gtr); Oscar Peterson (p); Harry ‘Sweets’  Edison (tpt) 









4.15
·  Back to 1952 and a nice slow number from a tenor player who was well-known as a bit of a ‘honker’ on the Jazz at the Philharmonic sessions
Tk 5   ‘Ain’t Misbehavin’  The Charlie Ventura Quartet - Ventura (alto, tnr & Bn); Gene Kutch  (pno); Ace Tesone, (bass); Chick Kenny, drums -recorded NYC Dec 22 1952 

3.10
· A long medium tempo track (an old Benny Goodman/Charlie Christian number) from probably the world’s best drummer …...
Tk 6   ‘Smooth One’   Buddy Rich from album ‘The Wailing Buddy Rich aka The Monster’ - Sonny Criss (alto); John Simmons (b); Jimmy Rowles (p); Harry ‘Sweets’ Edison (tpt); Freddie Greene (gtr); Ben Webster, Franks Wess Tnrs)  Rec’d Aug 26 1955 in New York City
   9.03
· A almost classic quintet – a valve trombone replaces the trumpet. There is a shorter ‘single’ version of this on the same album
Tk 7  ‘Pot Luck’   Stan Getz Quintet  from album ‘Interpretations’ - Bob Brookmeyer, valve trombone; Stan Getz, tenor sax; John Williams, piano; Teddy Kotick (b); Frank Isola (drs) – Rec’d Los Angeles CA July 30 1953 








3.54
· This next tune written in 1920 by Hirsch & Harbach was made famous by Chet Baker & Russ Freeman in 1956. This is an earlier guitar quartet version with a drummer soon to join Dave Brubeck………….
Tk 8  ‘Love Nest’  Tal Farlow Quartet from album ‘The Tal Farlow Album’  - Oscar Pettiford (b); Joe Morello (drs); Barry Galbraith (gtr) Rec’d NYC June 2 1954 



2.46
· A big band track packed full with great musicians and led by a drummer. The album was also issued as ‘The Exciting Mr Bellson and His Bug Band’
Tk 9  ‘For Europeans Only’   Louis Bellson from album ‘Skin Deep’ -  Harry Edison, Maynard Ferguson, Conrad Gozzo, Ray Linn (tpts); Hoyt Bohannon, Herb Harper, Tommy Pederson (tbns); Benny Carter, Willie Smith alto); Wardell Gray, Bumps Myers, (tnrs); Bob Lawson bn); Jimmy Rowles (p); Barney Kessel (gtr); John Simmons (b) -  Rec’d Los Angeles CA July 1953 
3.03
· For our next track we go the West Coast in 1955 with THE rhythm section and a classic jazz quintet
Tk 10  ‘Four’  Stan Getz, Conte Candol, Lou Levy, Shelley Manne &  Leroy Vinegar  from the compilation album ‘West Coast Jazz’ 
7.36
· I can’t resist a guitarist, as you know, and this next track is another West Coaster who has played with just about everybody …….
Tk 11  ‘(Back Home Again In) Indiana‘   Howard Roberts from 1957 album ‘Mr Roberts Plays Guitar’  Bob Cooper (reeds); Pete Jolly (pno); Red Mitchell (bass); Alvin Stoller (drs)
2.50
· A Benny Goodman influenced clarinet quartet with Dave Brubeck’s future bassist as part of the rhythm section
Tk 12  ‘If I Should Lose You‘   Buddy De Franco Quartet from 1956 album ‘Jazz Tones’  Sonny Clark (pno); Gene Wright (bass) & Bobby White (drs) 





4.24  

· An unusual big band album now led by a famous bassist & conducted and arranged by Marty Paich. Refreshing to hear the melody played by a bass.
Tk 13  ‘All Of You’  Ray Brown from an album recorded in 1956 - ‘Bass Hit – Alvin Stoller (drs); Herb Ellis (gtr); Jimmy Guiffre & Bill Holman (tnr sax); Jimmy Rowles (pno); Herb Harper (tbn); Harry Edison & Pete Candoli (tpts)







3.56
· Another really swinging ‘biggish’ band called an orchestra by Norman Granz – first issued as a 10” shellac single featuring an up-and-coming pianist called Oscar Peterson& including an  up-and-coming guitarist called Herb Ellis & an up-and-coming bassist called Ray Brown in the rhythm section. Wonder what happened to them?
Tk 14  ‘Jive At Six’ Ben Webster &  His Orch rec’d 1956 – Benny Carter (alto); Harry Edison (tpt); Alvin Stoller (drs) 










4.17
· Of course – they formed the Oscar Peterson trio! Norman Granz issued quite a few ‘singles’ in the 50s trying to promote his label – the Norgran 100 series (10” 78 rpm) – and this is one of them …
Tk 15  ‘Rails’ Dizzy Gillespie - Jimmy Cleveland (tbn); Hank Mobley (tnr); Wade Legge (pno); Lou Hackney (bass); Charlie Persip (drs) Rec’d at Fine Sound  Studios NYC 8 June 1954 
    3.30
· I discovered another 10” single which predates Tk 14 by 3 years by Peterson and this is an absolute eye-opener. Part jazz, part R&B, part boogie-woogie & issued under a pseudonym – Tank Butterball Trio – I wonder why?
Tk 16  ‘Booker T. Blues’ – Oscar Peterson Trio - Barney Kessel (gtr); Ray Brown (bass) Rec’d  Los Angeles CA circa Dec 1952 








3.04
· There are some tell-tale signs – mainly the tremolo chords which he used to great effect for the next 55 years before he died in 2007.
One more 10” track before we listen to the final track – this is a take on the jazz standard ‘How High The Moon’ 
Tk 16  ‘The High & The Mighty’ Lionel Hampton – Rec’d 13 Sept 1954; Oscar Peterson (pno); Ray Brown (bass); Buddy Rich (drs)







 3.06
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Lets finish with a happy medium-tempo track you can sing-along to…..!
Tk 16  ‘On The Sunny Side Of The Street’ Johnny Hodges Orch from 1956 album ‘Used To Be Duke’ – Louie Bellson (drs); Harold baker (tpt); Lawrence Brown (tbn); Call Cobbs (pno); John Williams (bass) 




 2.58
· Thank you for listening – I hoped you liked at least some of the tracks.
Vic Grayson BBBS&JC Programme Sec 

November 2020
Postscript: 
In 1948 Granz signed an agreement with Mercury Records for the promotion and the distribution of the JATP recordings and other recordings. After the agreement expired in 1953 he issued the JATP recordings and other recordings on Clef Records (founded 1946).
Jazz at the Philharmonic ceased touring the United States and Canada, after the JATP concerts in the fall of 1957, apart from a North American Tour in 1967.
Norman Granz was a fundamental figure in American jazz, especially from about 1947 to 1960. The founder of five record labels: Clef, Norgran, Down Home, Verve and Pablo. He was acknowledged as "the most successful impressario in the history of jazz". Granz was also known for his anti-racist position and for integrating audiences.
· By early 1954,Clef was doing so well that hid distributors could not keep up with demand. So, on Feb 6 1954 Granz announced he would transfer all the ‘cool jazz’ artists from Clef to his new label Norgran. He issued 32 10” albums in two years. The rest is history ………. 
Internet links:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norgran_Records 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Granz#Biography 
https://www.friktech.com/labels/NorgranAlbums.pdf
https://www.jazzdisco.org/verve-records/norgran-records-catalog-ten-inch-series/
https://www.jazzdisco.org/verve-records/norgran-records-catalog-1100-2000-3500-series/
· For more Spotify ‘Playlists’’  by Vic Grayson, go to:

https://www.bournemouthjazzclub.org/ 


