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Multimodal Lesson Mode Map
A planner for deciding which mode carries which part of a lesson: words for the rule, a picture for where things are, narration over the picture, hands-on practice for the procedure and a scenario for the judgement call. It draws on dual coding (Clark and Paivio 1991), Mayer's cognitive theory of multimedia learning (Mayer 2024) and the enactment effect (Roberts and colleagues 2022). The layout is a Coursebox planning aid, not a validated instrument, and it gives no score. A fire extinguisher module for new warehouse staff is filled in as an example.
From the Coursebox blog: coursebox.ai/blog/what-is-multimodal-learning-a-simple-guide-with-examples
How to use it
Write the objective as a task the learner will do, not a topic they will hear about.
Split the task into its parts: the rule, where things are, the procedure and the judgement call. Not every task has all four.
Give each part one mode, and write the actual artefact: the label text, the narration line, the practice task, the scenario question.
Use the last column to explain any repetition: access, rehearsal, checking or unnecessary duplication. Keep useful alternatives.
Put the practice before the assessment, and check the plan with one learner doing the task.
Worked example: using a portable fire extinguisher
Learners: new warehouse starters. Length: about 15 minutes online plus a supervised drill. Objective: demonstrate the approved training task in a controlled simulation under a qualified facilitator. The site's emergency procedure and local fire authority guidance take precedence over this example.
	Part of the idea
	Mode
	The actual artefact
	Repetition purpose

	Rule
	Words (short text)
	Raise the alarm and evacuate under the site plan. Only trained, authorised staff consider using an appropriate extinguisher when the approved procedure says it is safe.
	Rule retained in job aid

	Where things are
	Labelled diagram
	Four labels on the extinguisher: pin, handle, hose or nozzle, pressure gauge if fitted.
	Labels support narration

	Explanation
	Narration over the diagram
	Pull the pin. Aim the hose at the base of the fire. Squeeze the handle. Sweep side to side. Keep concise labels and accurate controllable captions, with an accessible transcript.
	Captions repeat for access

	Procedure
	Hands-on practice
	Online: put the four PASS steps in order from a shuffled list. Drill day: each starter handles a training extinguisher.
	Steps rehearsed with feedback

	Judgement
	Scenario
	Smoke is coming from a pallet beside the only exit. Do you fight it? (No: leave and raise the alarm.)
	Decision checked in assessment

	Assessment
	Observation plus scenario
	Observed discharge at the drill, plus the exit scenario.
	Repeated attempt supplies evidence


Your lesson
Objective (as a task):
Learners and setting:
	Part of the idea
	Mode
	The actual artefact
	Repetition purpose

	Rule
	
	
	

	Where things are
	
	
	

	Explanation
	
	
	

	Procedure
	
	
	

	Judgement
	
	
	

	Assessment
	
	
	


Retain repetition needed for access, rehearsal or checking. Remove duplication only when it adds effort without helping the task.
coursebox.ai  |  free template  |  page 
image1.png
()








