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Continuation of Statement of: PC James ELSDON-DEW 1315MF
	WITNESS STATEMENT

 Criminal Procedure Rules, r 27. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, s.5B

	URN
	  
	  
	[bookmark: Text5]     
	  


Statement of: 
Age if under 18:  Over 18	(if over 18 insert  ‘over 18’)	Occupation:  POLICE OFFICER

	This statement (consisting of  page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Witness Signature: ………………………………………………………….............................	Date:  




INTRODUCTION


This is a knife identification statement in relation to a ‘Ninja Sword’.

On 1st August 2025, a new amendment to Section 141, the Criminal Justice Act 1988 was introduced. This provided a description to a ‘Ninja Sword. It is as follows:

The weapon sometimes known as a “ninja sword” being a sword with

(i) a blade whose length is at least 14 inches, but no more than 24 inches (the length of the blade being the straight-line distance from the top of the handle to the tip of the blade), 
(ii) a primary straight cutting edge, 
(iii) a secondary straight cutting edge, 
(iv) a blunt spine, and 
(v) either a tanto style point or a reversed tanto style point. 

For the purposes of paragraph 1(u)(iv) and this paragraph, a spine is blunt if it is not adapted to cutting. 

For the purposes of paragraph 1(u)(v)— a sword has a tanto style point if— 

(i) the angle between its primary straight cutting edge and its secondary straight cutting edge is greater than 90 degrees, and 
(ii) the angle between its secondary straight cutting edge and its spine is less than 90 degrees. 

A sword has a reversed tanto style point if— 

(i) the angle between its primary straight cutting edge and its secondary straight cutting edge is less than 90 degrees, and 
(ii) the angle between its secondary straight cutting edge and its spine is greater than 90 degrees. 

For the purposes of paragraph 1(u)(ii) and (iii) and this paragraph— 

(a) a primary straight cutting edge is the longest cutting edge of a blade which immediately connects to the handle. 

(b) a secondary straight cutting edge is a cutting edge— 

(i) which forms an angle with the primary straight cutting edge and the spine, and 
(ii) is no more than 5% longer or shorter than the width of the blade immediately after the handle.

Circumstances

Brief circumstances of finding of knife including exhibit reference


Photo

Clear photo of knife including the following:

· Knife (Out of knife tube) next to measurements showing over 8 inches
· Exhibit reference


Knife Description

This knife fits into the new legislation for the following reasons:

1. It has a primary straight cutting edge.
2. The sword has a blunt spine.
3. The sword has a tanto style point. 
4. The blade is …. inches long as shown above in the photograph. This is between the required length of 14 and 24 inches. 


Conclusion

In conclusion, this knife was made a prohibited knife to own under the new legislation as of the 1st August 2025 after a month’s amnesty period. This means that this knife is now prohibited to own in a private place. 
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