

“Humanizing Legal Aid: Integrating Harm Reduction Approach and Intersectionality in Drug Law Implementation in the Criminal Justice System in Myanmar”

Background: This legal training workshop aims to enhance Myanmar lawyers’ understanding of legal aid and pro bono work, focusing on the importance of harm reduction strategies within regional drug policy reform. By promoting decriminalization for drug use and incorporating intersectionality into the criminal justice system, the training seeks to raise awareness and drive law reform efforts. This sensitization process highlights the need for advocacy and social justice in addressing the complex issues surrounding drug laws and their impact on vulnerable populations.

Objectives: To enhance lawyers’ understanding of legal aid and pro bono principles in Myanmar, while raising awareness of harm reduction approaches and regional drug policy reforms focused on decriminalization. This includes integrating intersectionality perspectives within the criminal justice system.

Format: 
Targeted audience: Pro bono lawyers and legal aid service providers in Mandalay.
Training Venue: In-Person x Online hybrid. At xxx Hotel, Mandalay.
Date & Time: 17 August 2024, at 9:45 – 16:00. 
Agenda
	Time
	Topic
	Speaker
	Remark

	09:45-10:00
(15 minutes)
	Registration & House rules
	May Mon
Admin & HR Manager
IBJ Myanmar
	Participants are expected to register, fill out pre-surveys.

	10:00-10:10
(10 minutes)
	Welcome remark
	U Hla Ko
Senior Advisor & Board of Director
IBJ Myanmar
	The Speaker focus on the importance of lawyers and legal professionals in access to justice and legal aid, also highlight about the concept of pro bono. 

	10:10-10:45
(35 minutes)
	Why Legal Aid? 
	Kyi Suu
Country Program Manager
IBJ Myanmar
	Ice Breaking Exercise
Criminal justice pathway exercise. Also talk about ‘addiction’ issues to find the common grounds. Tool: IBJ Criminal Defence Checklist, Flip Charts

	10:45-11:15
(30 minutes)
	Expanding Access to Justice through Pro Bono and Intersectional Legal Aid. 
	
	PPT presentation
Introducing IBJ’s pro bono and legal aid model.
Human rights aspects.

	11:15-12:00
(45 minutes)
	Reflecting Our Pro Bono Work: 2018-2024
	Daw Win Nandar
Center Manager
IBJ Mandalay Center
All Participants
	Presented by DWND
Facilitated by Kyi Suu

JCMs and pro bono lawyers to share about their pro bono work experience.

	12:00-13:00
(60 minutes)
	Lunch Break
	
	

	Time
	Topic
	Speaker
	Remark

	13:00-13:15
(15 minutes)
	Energizer
	All Participants
	

	13:00-13:45
(45 minutes)
	Understanding Harm Reduction Approached Drug Policy & Law at the national and regional level.
	Shon Lae
Legal Coordinator
IBJ Myanmar
	Introduce the work of regional REFORM. Opportunities and challenges within existing Myanmar drug legal framework.
APLs to be invited and introduced.

	13:45-14:45
(45 minutes)
	World Cafe
Towards Humane Drug Law Implementation: Challenges and Opportunities within the existing Myanmar drug legal framework.
	Daw Win Nandar
Center Manager
IBJ Mandalay Center

Group Work
	Criminal justice pathway exercise:
1. Arrest, Search & Seizure (APL)
2. Remand & Detention (IL)
3. Trial proceeding (AL-1)
4. Sentencing (AL-2)
5. Diversion & harm reduction approach (LHL)

Participants are expected to legal resource throughout the group discussion.

	14:45-15:00
(15 minutes)

	Tea break
	
	

	15:00-15:30
(30 minutes)
	Report Back from Group Work
	Mandalay JC Team
	

	15:30-15:50
(20 minutes)
	What have you learned?
	All Participants
	Facilitated by Kyi Suu.

	15:50-16:00
(10 minutes)
	Closing Remark
	Daw Khin Moe Moe
National Legal Advisor & Board of Director
IBJ Myanmar
	Closing remark with reflection on legal aid, pro bono, humane drug laws and the role of pro bono lawyers in access to justice.



