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Introduction 

1. The International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC) is a global network of over 190 civil society 
organisations that come together to advocate for drug policies that promote social justice and human 
rights. This submission summarises information collected from our members and allies regarding 
unlawful killings by law enforcement officials in the context of drug policy.  

2. This submission demonstrates how ‘war on drugs’ approaches to drug control lay down legal, 
institutional, and cultural frameworks that enable the arbitrary and disproportionate use of force by 
law enforcement against people who use drugs and people involved in drug activities, often leading 
to extrajudicial killings, with general impunity.  We urge the Special Rapporteur to recognise this as a 
global phenomenon present across regions. 

3. This was also recognised by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in 2023, 
when it noted that: 

‘Punitive approaches to drug control, which in some countries include the militarization of law 
enforcement responses to counter the drug problem, have involved rapid escalation in the 
use of lethal force and continue to facilitate the commission of multiple and serious human 
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mailto:contacto@institutoria.org
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rights violations, from unnecessary and disproportionate use of force to extrajudicial killings, 
with related impunity’.1   

 
Definitions and legal frameworks 

Questions: Which public or private entities are authorised by the State authorities to carry 
out law enforcement functions in your country? Under what circumstances and conditions 
are law enforcement officials legally authorised to use force, including lethal force? 

Militarisation of drug enforcement 

4. The entities authorised by the State to carry out drug law enforcement functions reportedly 
vary from country to country. However, drug policies have become increasingly militarised in several 
countries, with extended powers given to the military in an effort to ‘curb’ drug control.  

5. The Global Drug Policy Index, which reviews the performance of 30 countries against human 
rights, has also raised concerns over this trend, with 27 out of the 30 countries studied having 
indicated that the army or special security forces play some role in the enforcement of drug laws. In 
Brazil, Colombia, Kyrgyzstan, Mexico and North Macedonia, the involvement of the military or special 
security forces in drug control operations was perceived as endemic to the country’s approach to drug 
law enforcement. In countries like Afghanistan, Costa Rica, Ghana, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Nepal, 
Russia and Uganda, the military and special security forces were described as being ‘regularly 
involved’ in drug law enforcement, while in Argentina, Hungary, Indonesia, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Portugal, Senegal, South Africa and Thailand, involvement was regarded as ‘frequent’.2  

6. Latin America is probably the region where the militarisation of drug control has been most 
systematic, in large part due to political and financial pressure from the United States. This 
phenomenon emerged in the 1980s and 1990s, as the presence of organised crime groups linked to 
drug trafficking came to replace communism as a perceived threat to the security of the region. 

7. In the 2000s, the United States spent hundreds of millions of dollars every year to fund drug 
law enforcement in major producer and transit countries with the aim of curbing illegal drug supply 
and reducing drug availability in the USA - most notably through Plan Colombia and the Merida 
Initiative.3 The money was often used to re-train the military and involve them in internal security 
tasks. The consequences of this strategy are sobering. As documented by the Argentinian NGO Centro 
de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS), this has undermined the professionalism of the armed forces, 
exposed them to corruption and criminal infiltration, and diverted them from their core defence role. 
It has also disrupted civil-military relations by increasing military influence in politics, weakening 
civilian oversight. In the longer term, it has delayed necessary police reforms, compromised national 

 
1 https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/54/53, para. 17.  
2 https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf  
3 https://www.wola.org/analysis/war-on-drugs-militarization-states-emergency-measures-to-address-these-critical-
human-rights-challenges/  

https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/54/53
https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf
https://www.wola.org/analysis/war-on-drugs-militarization-states-emergency-measures-to-address-these-critical-human-rights-challenges/
https://www.wola.org/analysis/war-on-drugs-militarization-states-emergency-measures-to-address-these-critical-human-rights-challenges/
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defence capabilities, reinforced US dominance in the region, and exacerbated human rights 
violations.4 

8. In Colombia, more than 3,000 cases of executions carried out by the army in operations 
against guerrilla forces and organised crime were investigated between 2002 and 2008. 

9. In Honduras, the Special Forces of the army intervening in operations to combat drug 
trafficking were responsible for dozens of executions occurring in the Bajo Aguán region. Between 
2010 and 2013, at least 88 farmers from that region were killed. 

10. The participation of the military in combating drug trafficking in Mexico dates back to the 
1960s but increased after 2006, when the national government rolled out a mass involvement of the 
armed forces. This led to a sharp increase in reports of human rights violations committed by the 
military coordinated by the Secretariat of National Defense, including extrajudicial killings and 
disappearances. According to the National Register of Information on Missing and Disappeared 
People, more than 34,000 disappearances were reported between 2007 and 2017. 

 
De facto militarisation of civilian forces tasked with drug control 
 
11. In countries such as Mexico or Bangladesh, law enforcement agencies in charge of drug 
control do reflect military structures and work methods, even if they are formally still a civil force.  

12. The Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) is an elite paramilitary unit in Bangladesh5, established in 
2004 under the Ministry of Home Affairs. It comprises personnel from various branches of the 
country's security forces, including the Bangladesh Police, Army, Navy, Air Force, and Border Guard. 
Human rights organisations reported that hundreds were killed in anti-drug operations by the RAB6 
between May 2018 and 2020 - including an estimated 466 people in 2018 alone. Most of these deaths 
were officially described as the result of ‘gunfights’ or ‘crossfire’ incidents, but supposed ‘witnesses’ 
revealed that they had not seen the killings but were asked by the police to provide fabricated 
statements supporting the police version of the deaths. 

13. In Mexico, the National Guard is currently the main public security force at the national level. 
Since its creation, the National Guard has been composed of personnel from the Federal Police, the 
Secretariat of National Defense, and the Navy Secretariat. This composition has allowed military actors 
to keep active payrolls while their personnel operate within the National Guard.7 The consolidation of 
the National Guard and its involvement in security tasks under military control - without effective 
human rights protection mechanisms - poses a risk to the general population, as well as to 
communities directly or indirectly connected to drug use, possession, and production. This situation 

 
4 The below is quote from: https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Detention/Call/Others/cels-the-
internal-war-2018.pdf, chapter 3. 
5 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/3/what-is-the-bangladeshs-rapid-action-battalion-rab  
6 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/11/bangladesh-killed-in-crossfire/  
7 Centro de Investigación Económica y Presupuestaria (CIEP), "Guardia Nacional: origen, composición y presupuesto", 
disponible en: https://ciep.mx/guardia-nacional-origen-composicion-y-presupuesto/   

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Detention/Call/Others/cels-the-internal-war-2018.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Detention/Call/Others/cels-the-internal-war-2018.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/3/what-is-the-bangladeshs-rapid-action-battalion-rab
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/11/bangladesh-killed-in-crossfire/
https://ciep.mx/guardia-nacional-origen-composicion-y-presupuesto/
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also has a negative impact on populations in situations of mobility,8 as well as harm reduction services, 
grassroots communities, journalists, and human rights organisations.9 In 2022, the then-Acting United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Nada Al-Nashif, expressed concern over the ongoing 
militarisation of public security in Mexico since 2006.10 She noted that these measures had failed to 
reduce crime and, on the contrary, had led to a rise in reports of serious human rights violations 
committed by security forces and the military.  

Use of informal militias and ‘vigilantes’ 
 
14. Equally problematically, in the Philippines, as part of former President Duterte’s ‘war on 
drugs’, in addition to relying on the Philippine National Police to carry out roundups – and extrajudicial 
killings – of people suspected of a drug offence, Duterte explicitly called on vigilantes to conduct 
executions.11  The official support of the President for these killings created a climate of impunity for 
the perpetrators, which remains in place today as executions continue – an issue strongly criticised by 
a number of Special Procedure Mandates.12  

 
Patterns and contexts of risk 

Question: In what circumstances (e.g., during search and arrest, checkpoints, protests, etc.) 
does the use of force by law enforcement most frequently result in loss of life? 

 
15. The Global Drug Policy Index highlights how extrajudicial killings committed in the name of 
drug control were ‘regular’ occurrences in six of the 30 countries studied – Afghanistan, Colombia, 
Indonesia, Lebanon, Kenya and Thailand. Extrajudicial killings were described as ‘widespread’ in 
Mexico, and ‘endemic’ in Brazil.13 

16. The Philippines is perhaps the most salient example of extrajudicial killings committed in the 
name of drug control – leading the International Criminal Court to arrest former President Duterte for 
crimes against humanity committed between 2011 and 2019 in the context of the war on drugs.14 
While the number of deaths associated with former President Duterte’s anti-drugs campaign was 
unparalleled, people suspected of using or dealing drugs have continued to be killed after the arrival 
of the Marcos Administration in 2022. According to monitoring by the University of the Philippines 
Third World Studies Center,15 more drug-related killings occurred in the first year of the Marcos 

 
8 EQUIS Justicia para las Mujeres. (2024, febrero 27). La militarización de la Guardia Nacional vulnera los derechos de las 
mujeres y niñas. https://equis.org.mx/la-militarizacion-de-la-guardia-nacional-vulnera-los-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-
ninas/ 
9 Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez. (2021, 30 de junio). Poder militar: La Guardia Nacional y los 
riesgos del renovado protagonismo castrense. https://centroprodh.org.mx/2021/06/30/poder-militar-la-guardia-nacional-
y-los-riesgos-del-renovado-protagonismo-castrense/  
10 México Unido Contra la Delincuencia. (2021, abril). BRIEFING-1: La militarización de la seguridad pública y sus impactos 
en los derechos humanos. https://www.mucd.org.mx/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/BRIEFING-1.pdf  
11 https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/02/philippines-police-deceit-drug-war-killings  
12 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2020/06/philippines-un-human-rights-experts-renew-call-ground-
independent-impartial  
13 https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf  
14 https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-philippines-rodrigo-roa-duterte-icc-custody  
15 https://twitter.com/DahasPH/status/1725379596756123765  

https://equis.org.mx/la-militarizacion-de-la-guardia-nacional-vulnera-los-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/
https://equis.org.mx/la-militarizacion-de-la-guardia-nacional-vulnera-los-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/
https://equis.org.mx/la-militarizacion-de-la-guardia-nacional-vulnera-los-derechos-de-las-mujeres-y-ninas/
https://centroprodh.org.mx/2021/06/30/poder-militar-la-guardia-nacional-y-los-riesgos-del-renovado-protagonismo-castrense/
https://centroprodh.org.mx/2021/06/30/poder-militar-la-guardia-nacional-y-los-riesgos-del-renovado-protagonismo-castrense/
https://centroprodh.org.mx/2021/06/30/poder-militar-la-guardia-nacional-y-los-riesgos-del-renovado-protagonismo-castrense/
https://www.mucd.org.mx/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/BRIEFING-1.pdf
https://www.mucd.org.mx/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/BRIEFING-1.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/03/02/philippines-police-deceit-drug-war-killings
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2020/06/philippines-un-human-rights-experts-renew-call-ground-independent-impartial
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2020/06/philippines-un-human-rights-experts-renew-call-ground-independent-impartial
https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-philippines-rodrigo-roa-duterte-icc-custody
https://twitter.com/DahasPH/status/1725379596756123765
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administration than in the Duterte administration’s final year.16 As of 15 November 2024, 471 people 
have been killed in drug-related violence under Marcos, perpetrated both by law enforcers and 
unidentified assailants. Most of these cases, as with the previous ones, remain uninvestigated.17  

17. Elsewhere, in Colombia, between 2016 and 2020, a number of clashes were between the 
military and communities as part of forced crop eradication campaigns; 20% involved the use of 
firearms by the military, and 6% resulted in deaths.  

18. In April 2023, Ecuador authorised the use of lethal force against seven drug trafficking 
organisations. This, alongside the declaration of a state of emergency involving a strong role for the 
military, has resulted in a surge in extrajudicial killings, arbitrary and mass detention, and systemic 
impunity.18 In 2024, the attorney general of Ecuador was reported to be investigating eight 
extrajudicial killings that allegedly took place during the country's most recent state of emergency,19 
after rights groups warned authorities were not taking steps to prevent abuses.20 

19. In Australia, the use of force by drug law enforcement officials most often results in fatalities 
during arrests, mental health crises and custodial settings.21 

Question: Are particular groups—based on race, ethnicity, gender, disability, age, 
socioeconomic status, or other factors—disproportionately affected by lethal use of force by 
law enforcement? 

20. The disproportionate impact of drug policy on specific groups is well documented, including 
by the UN human rights system and civil society. In 2021, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention remarked that ‘The war on drugs may be understood to a significant extent as a war on 
people. Its impact is often greatest on those who are poor, but also frequently overlaps with 
discrimination in law enforcement directed at vulnerable groups´.22 

21. Again, the Global Drug Policy Index has underscored how, in all 30 countries studied, drug law 
enforcement disproportionately impacted low-income groups.23 Discriminations on the grounds of 
ethnicity were reported in Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Nepal, South Africa and the UK, while the 
gendered impacts of drug policy were documented across Latin American countries, as well as in 
Kenya, India, Indonesia, Russia, South Africa and Uganda.24 

22. The most notorious example of extrajudicial killings linked to drug control - the Philippines’ 
anti-drugs campaign during the Duterte Presidency - has been described as a war on poor people, with 
Amnesty International noting that ‘killings have overwhelmingly hit the urban poor’.25 The same 

 
16 https://verafiles.org/articles/the-killings-have-not-stopped  
17 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/philippines  
18 https://www.brookings.edu/articles/ecuadors-elections-organized-crime-and-security-challenges/  
19 https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/ecuador-investigates-eight-reported-extrajudicial-killings-during-state-2024-
05-22/ 
20https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/ecuador-investigates-eight-reported-extrajudicial-killings-during-state-2024-
05-22/  
21 See submission by the Australian Civil Society Committee on UN Drug Policy  
22 https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/47/40, para. 51.  
23 https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf  
24 https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf  
25 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/war-on-drugs-war-on-poor/  

https://verafiles.org/articles/the-killings-have-not-stopped
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/philippines
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/ecuadors-elections-organized-crime-and-security-challenges/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/ecuador-investigates-eight-reported-extrajudicial-killings-during-state-2024-05-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/ecuador-investigates-eight-reported-extrajudicial-killings-during-state-2024-05-22/
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/47/40
https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf
https://globaldrugpolicyindex.net/wp-content/themes/gdpi/uploads/GDPI%202021%20Report%20EN.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/war-on-drugs-war-on-poor/
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applied to the hundreds of killings carried out by Bangladesh’s Rapid Action Battalion from 2018 to 
2020 in the context of its anti-drug campaign.26 

23. In Benin, civil society has reported a rise in abusive practices linked to expanded policing 
powers since 2019, while the application of anti-terrorism laws has contributed to unlawful killings 
and arbitrary arrests. Those most affected were young men from marginalised urban areas and people 
who use drugs.27 

24. In Brazil, according to the latest survey published by the Fórum Brasileiro de Segurança 
Pública in 2023, 6,393 people were victims of police lethality, 82.7% of whom were black.28 This 
number was even higher in the previous year (2022): 6,429 people were killed by the police, 84.1% of 
whom were black.29 The same can be observed in the prison system, which is also made up of a 
majority of black people30 and where, according to research carried out by the National Council of 
Justice (CNJ), of the 1,168 cases of deaths in custody, 65% of the people were black (2023 data).31 

25. In Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander peoples are 17 times more likely to be 
incarcerated and suffer drug-related deaths. Since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody (1991), more than 500 Indigenous people have died in custody, yet no police officer has been 
convicted in connection with these deaths.32 

 
Investigation and accountability mechanisms 

26. As already mentioned above, the issue of impunity in the commission of human rights abuses 
in the context of drug policies and their enforcement is one that has been reported in a number of 
countries. In Benin, while the legal framework establishes protections for victims of human rights 
violations, multiple cases of excessive use of force or death in custody have not resulted in 
investigations or sanctions. Furthermore, oversight mechanisms were reported as lacking 
independence, while investigations are rarely transparent or impartial.33 In Mexico, impunity persists 
in cases of killings related to the country’s drug law enforcement operations – an issue that had 
already been raised during the country visit of the then Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary 
or arbitrary executions over a decade ago.34  

 
26 https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/1265/2019/en/, p. 21.  
27 Reported by Perle Sociale Benin 
28 Fórum Brasileiro de Segurança Pública, 2024. Infographic available (PT/BR) at: 
https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/server/api/core/bitstreams/c2423188-bd9c-4845-9e66-
a330ab677b56/content . Access 30 may. 2025 
29 Fórum Brasileiro de Segurança Pública, 2023. Infographic available (PT/BR) at: 
https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/server/api/core/bitstreams/d7cc2704-e5fd-4a71-a268-b2bcf521e8fc/content . 
Access 30 may. 2025 
30 Brazil currently ranks third in the world for incarceration. According to the aforementioned survey (FBSP, 2024), of the 
852,010 people imprisoned in 2023, 69.1% were black. Full report available (PT/BR) 
at:https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/items/f62c4196-561d-452d-a2a8-9d33d1163af0 . Access 30 may. 2025 
31 Conselho Nacional de Justiça, 2023. Prison mortality: a question of justice and public health. Available for download 
(PT/BR) at: https://bibliotecadigital.cnj.jus.br/jspui/handle/123456789/638 . Access 30 may. 2025 
32 See submission by the Australian Civil Society Committee on UN Drug Policy  
33 Reported by Perle Sociale Benin 
34 See report A/HRC/26/36/Add.1 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa13/1265/2019/en/
https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/server/api/core/bitstreams/c2423188-bd9c-4845-9e66-a330ab677b56/content
https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/server/api/core/bitstreams/c2423188-bd9c-4845-9e66-a330ab677b56/content
https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/server/api/core/bitstreams/d7cc2704-e5fd-4a71-a268-b2bcf521e8fc/content
https://publicacoes.forumseguranca.org.br/items/f62c4196-561d-452d-a2a8-9d33d1163af0
https://bibliotecadigital.cnj.jus.br/jspui/handle/123456789/638
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27. Despite several initiatives and commitments by the Philippines authority to bring 
accountability for violations committed in the context of the anti-drug campaign, in 2022 the OHCHR 
noted that ‘Transparency and public scrutiny in investigative processes and outcomes [related to 
extrajudicial killings in the Philippines], remain a challenge’, and could not point to a single 
conviction.35  As of 2024, the media outlet Rappler reported that ‘only a handful of cases led to police 
convictions’.36 In this context, the arrest of President Duterte as a result of the ICC warrant is a 
welcome move, but does not constitute a replacement for providing accountability and reparation to 
the families of those killed under his regime, and afterwards.  

 
Institutional and structural factors 

Question: Are there structural, institutional or cultural obstacles to accountability for 
unlawful killings by law enforcement officials (e.g., “code of silence,” political interference, 
lack of independence)? 

Dehumanisation of people who use drugs and people involved with drug-related activities as an 
enabler of extrajudicial killings 
 
28. ‘War on drugs’ and ‘zero tolerance’ campaigns are often grounded in stigmatising narratives 
and stereotypes against both people who use drugs and people involved in illegal drug supply 
activities. By creating a dehumanised, demonised ‘other’ that is often framed as an enemy of society, 
these campaigns enable and justify the use of force - including lethal force - and impunity regimes. 

29. Some of the clearest examples of this come from President Duterte in the context of its 
national anti-drug campaigns in the Philippines. His quotes include: ‘These sons of whores are 
destroying our children. I warn you, don’t go into that, even if you are a policeman, because I will really 
kill you.… If you know any addicts, go ahead and kill them yourself as getting their parents to do it 
would be too painful’.37 

30. At the start of the anti-drug campaign that led to hundreds of extra-judicial killings between 
2018 and 2020, Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also stated that ‘Drugs destroy a country, 
a nation and a family. […] We will continue the drive, no matter who says what’,38 and ‘All those who 
produce illegal drugs, sell them, carry them, and use them are equally guilt’.39 

31. Dehumanising attitudes are often embedded in narratives that conflict drug trafficking with 
terrorism. A clear example of this is the state of emergency recently declared in Ecuador, which was 
explicitly framed as a war against ‘narco-terrorism’,40 and which led to the designation of up to 22 

 
35 https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5158-implementation-human-rights-council-resolution-
4533-and-progress, para. 16 and 17. 
36 https://www.rappler.com/philippines/house-panel-hearing-rodrigo-duterte-drug-war-killings-icc-looms/    
37 https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/03/02/license-kill/philippine-police-killings-dutertes-war-drugs  
38 Noted in: https://www.hri.global/files/2019/06/24/submission-committee-torture-bangladesh-drug-policy.pdf  
39 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/144835/pm-hasina-tells-rab-to-continue-drives-against  
40 https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2024/1/11/photos-ecuador-in-state-of-war-against-drug-cartels-terror-campaign  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5158-implementation-human-rights-council-resolution-4533-and-progress
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5158-implementation-human-rights-council-resolution-4533-and-progress
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/house-panel-hearing-rodrigo-duterte-drug-war-killings-icc-looms/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/03/02/license-kill/philippine-police-killings-dutertes-war-drugs
https://www.hri.global/files/2019/06/24/submission-committee-torture-bangladesh-drug-policy.pdf
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/144835/pm-hasina-tells-rab-to-continue-drives-against
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2024/1/11/photos-ecuador-in-state-of-war-against-drug-cartels-terror-campaign
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organised crime groups as terrorist organisations. The USA has also designated several organised 
crime groups as terrorist organisations, and authorised the use of the military against them.41 

 
Good practices and preventive measures 
 
32. Below are three good practices/recommendations promoted by UN human rights entities 
which we hope can be echoed in the upcoming report of the UN Special Rapporteur on summary, 
extrajudicial or arbitrary executions. 

33. In its report on the human rights implications of drug policy, the OHCHR has recommended 
that drug law enforcement be fully consistent with States’ human rights obligations; ensuring that 
drug law enforcement is ‘primarily reserved for civilian law enforcement agencies, properly trained, 
and equipped to allow for a differentiated use of force in accordance with international norms and 
standards’.42  

34. In an effort to reduce violent interactions with drug law enforcement forces - and in order to 
remove structural barriers to accessing harm reduction, treatment and other health and social services 
- a number of countries have decriminalised drug use and other related activities. This includes 59 
jurisdictions in 39 countries, across all regions of the world.43 Decriminalisation is recommended in 
the UN system common positions on drugs44 and on incarceration,45 the OHCHR46 and a number of 
UN human rights entities, including the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the right to health47 and the UN Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and 
human rights.48  

35. Both the OHCHR and the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to health have also strongly 
encouraged Member States to move to the responsible regulation of all drugs in order to ‘take control 
of illegal drug markets’ and ‘eliminate profits from illegal trafficking, criminality and violence’.49  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
41 https://www.wola.org/analysis/trumps-executive-orders-and-latin-america-key-things-to-know/  
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