
 

 
 
 

An agenda for the 2016 Drugs UNGASS: Ensuring 
meaningful Civil Society participation  

January 16th, 2015 – 10:00 to 13:00 hrs. 
United Nations Headquarters, New York City – Auditorium Dag Hammarskjold 

Goal: Review progress since the formal launching of the Civil Society Task Force 
(CSTF), as well as areas of opportunity for greater involvement of key 
communities. Promote a diverse and comprehensive agenda towards the 2016 
Special Session, including meaningul participation within the official agenda.  
 
 

P R O G R A M M E 
 

09:30 hrs. Registration  
 
10:00 hrs. Welcoming words 

Ambassador Jorge Montaño, Mexico 
 
10:30 hrs. Civil society participation mechanisms: meaningful engagement 

at the center of the debate 
 

Heather Haase, NYNGOC/Elisa Rubini, VNGOC – The launch of the 
Civil Society Task Force and steps forwards  
 
Aram Barra, MUCD – A message from the 2014 UNAIDS-PCB and 
the inclusion of other relevant actors 

 
  Ann Fordham, IDPC – What should we expect from the UNGASS?  
 

Simone Monasebian, UNODC – The road to the UNGASS and 
meaningful engagement with civil society 
 
Roberto Dondisch, Mexico – From Coercion to Development 
Approaches: Opportunities to Strengthen Synergies Between 
Government and Civil Society 

 
  Q&A for 20 minutes. 
 
 
 

 
PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO 

 TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
 

Please contact Felipe Garcia Landa for additional information at fgarcial@sre.gob.mx  

In the framework of the 
 

47th session of the United Nations Commission on Population and Development, 
 

the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations 
 

cordially invites all Permanent Missions to the Organization 
 

to the interactive session 
 

“ADDRESSING THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES OF RAPID 

URBANIZATION” 
 

Monday, 7 April 2014 at 1:15pm 
 

in Conference Room 7 (North Lawn Building) 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INTERACTIVE SESSION 
 

In 2014, half of the world population lives in cities. It is expected that by 2050, 6.4 billion people 
(70% of the world’s population) will be city dwellers, with Asia and Africa being the most rapidly 

urbanizing regions of the world. 
 

Urbanization promotes economic growth and employment and cities offer opportunities to 
increase resource use efficiency and improve public service access and delivery. However, 

poverty remains an important feature of urban life and fostering a higher quality of life in cities 
remains elusive. Aging city populations also represent a public policy challenge. 

 
Countries have developed different strategies to respond to the needs of cities and their 
inhabitants. New policies and innovative ideas are required to reduce the unavoidable 

environmental and social consequences of rapid urbanization. 
 

In this interactive discussion, expert panelists will present Mexico’s experience regarding public 
policies that deal with the effect of the growth of cities on sustainable development. 

 
Participants from Member States, United Nations Agencies and other organizations will be 

encouraged to share some of the lessons learned in this regard. 



11:30 hrs. Coffee Break 
 

11:45 hrs. A relevant agenda that includes the voices of key communities 
 

Diederik Lohman, Human Rights Watch – Achieving adequate access 
to pain medicine, how to realise the goals of the drug conventions? 
 
Holly Bradford, San Francisco Drug Users Union– Harm reduction as 
a basic principle in the public health response 
 
Steve Rolles, Transform Drug Policy Foundation – Modernising the 
international drug control system in response to emerging policy 
challenges 
 
Howard Josepher, LCSW, Exponents – Challenges in drug treatment 
in today’s world  
 
Q&A for 20 minutes. 
 

 
12:55 hrs. Closing remarks  

	  


