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Foreword

The International Drug Policy Consortium (IDPC) has been working
in Thailand since IDPC was founded in 2007. Thailand plays an
important role in regional and international policymaking
processes on drug issues. Due to high levels of drug use and
supply, drug-related problems are also a high priority issue for
Thailand. As a result, IDPC has continually worked to promote
open, inclusive and objective dialogue on vital issues such as
proportionality of sentencing, humane evidence-based and
effective drug treatment, and adequate provision of and access

to harm reduction services for people who use drugs.

In 2013, IDPC published the briefing paper Drug control and
harm reduction in Thailand which analysed drug trends and
policies, and developed recommendations to address problems
associated with the criminalisation of people who use drugs,
and the lack of adequate drug treatment and harm reduction
services. With the translation of the IDPC Drug Policy Guide
(Edition 2) into Thai, it is hoped that drug policy experts
and advocates will gain an additional resource to engage in
constructive drug policy dialogue, grounded in scientific
evidence and best practice and inclusive of civil society and
affected communities, in Thailand. It is also hoped that the

Thai version of the IDPC Drug Policy Guide (Edition 2) could



contribute towards the broadening of that drug policy dialogue
to cover issues relating to the disproportionate sentencing and
over-incarceration of people for low-level, non-violent drug

offences.

Ann Fordham

Executive Director of the International Drug Policy Consortium
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LAY LUUAAN

“It is said that no one truly knows a nation
until one has been inside its jails. A nation
should not be judged by how it treats its
highest citizens, but its lowest ones.”

Nelson Mandela
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(“I don’t know what a good drug policy should
be but what | know is that declaring a war on
drugs had caused much more severe damage
than the drug that we are suppressing itself.
Therefore, | want to focus on the problem of
the war on drugs.”) Kleiman, Caulkins, Hawken,
“Drugs and Drug Policy: What Everyone Needs
to Know,” 2011: 15-43)
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No. 02015/410 bk Ministry of Justice

The Government Complex
Rajaburi Direkriddhi Building, fl.8Chaeng
Lak-si Bangkok 10210 Thailand

19 May B.E. 2557 (2014)

Ms. Ann Fordham

Executive Director

International Drug Policy Consortium (IDCP)
Fifth Floor, 124-128 City Road

London, EC1V 2NJ, United Kingdom

Dear Ms. Fordham,
Subject: Request for permission to translate IDPC documents in Thai

It is a great honour for the Ministry of Justice of Thailand to introduce you to
the ‘“KamlangJai Project” under the Royal Initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess
Bajarakitiyabha. The project aims to provide assistance and care to female inmates and their
children in accordance with the United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners

and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders, also known as the “Bangkok Rules”.

The Bangkok Rules place great emphasis on the reduction of number of
women offenders in prisons as well as their gender-sensitive treatment once they have been
imprisoned. According to statistics, most women prisoners in Thailand are charged with drug-
related offences. We believe that a more preventive approach to various drug intervention
programmes and policies based on relevant international standards should be promoted to
address this problem. One of the most effective ways would be to sensitize relevant Thai
practitioners through knowledge management. The dissemination of publications and
information in Thai related to this issue, especially those of the IDCP including, the Drug
Policy Guide, would certainly complement such effort.

In this regard, the Ministry of Justice would like to request the permission to
translate IDPC Drug Policy Guide and other relevant publications in Thai. In so doing, we
would welcome recommendations and comments from IDPC to be included in the Thai
version. These translated publications can also be used as academic reference to

/ promote ...
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In this regard, the Ministry of Justice would like to request the permission
to translate IDPC Drug Policy Guide and other relevant publications in Thai. In so doing,
we would welcome recommendations and comments from IDPC to be included in the
Thai version. These translated publications can also be used as academic reference to
promote knowledge on the drug problem in Thailand. With the credits and
acknowledgements of IDPC contained therein, these translated publications will, in turn,
help raise the profile of your work in Thailand.

It would be greatly appreciated if this request would receive your favorable
support.

Yours sincerely,

e Chigds

Mr.Charnchao Chaiyanukij
Deputy Permanent Secretary of Justice

Office of the Permanent Secretary

Royal Initiative of Her Royal Highness Princess Bajarakitiyabha Affairs Bureau
Tel. +66 2141 5097

Fax +66 2143 8875
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