Platelet and Platelet-like Products
State of the Technology Meeting 
Agenda
February 17-19, 2026
Location: The Hamilton Hotel
1001 14th St NW, Washington, DC 20005


	Hosted by:
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	Day 1: Tuesday, February 17, 2026

	7:00 – 8:45 am
	Registration Check-in, Poster set-up, Coffee and Light Breakfast

	8:45 – 9:15 am
	Welcome and Opening Remarks

	
	
	Mary Homer, PhD, Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA)

	
	
	Therese West, DNP, U.S. Defense Health Agency (DHA), Research and Engineering, Combat Casualty Care Portfolio

	9:15 – 12:00 pm
	Evolutionary Biology

	     9:15 – 9:45 am
	Keynote Speaker

	
	
	Andre Cap, MD, PhD, BARDA

	     9:45 – 10:30 am
	Platelet Evolution

	
	
	John Martin, MD, University College of London

	     10:30 – 11:00 am
	Coffee and Networking Break

	     11:00 – 11:30 am
	Megakaryocyte/Platelet Functional Gene Expression and Regulatory Functions

	
	
	Kellie Machlus, PhD, Harvard Medical School

	     11:30 – 12:00 pm
	Platelet Biology in Neonates – Speaker Confirmation Pending*

	
	
	

	12:00 – 1:30 pm
	Lunch (on your own)

	1:30 – 4:00 pm
	Foundational Biology of Platelets

	     1:30 - 2:00 pm
	Mechanisms of Platelet Production

	
	
	Joseph Italiano, PhD, Harvard Medical School

	     2:00 – 2:30 pm
	Endothelial Barrier Maintenance/Cross-talk with Platelets

	
	
	Wolfgang Burgmeier, PhD, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	     2:30 – 3:00 pm
	Role of Platelets in Immune Functions and Inflammation

	
	
	Speaker Confirmation Pending*

	     3:00 – 3:30 pm
	Coffee and Networking Break

	     3:30 – 4:00 pm
	Regulation of Platelet Clearance

	
	
	Karin Hoffmeister, MD, Versiti Blood Research Institute, Medical College of Wisconsin

	4:00 – 4:30 pm
	Emerging Platelet Functions

	
	
	Christian Kastrup, PhD, Medical College of Wisconsin

	4:30 – 5:00 pm





	Company Lightning Round – Platelet Products
Cayuga Biotech 
Cellphire Therapeutics
Cerus Corporation 
Haima Therapeutic
SelSym Biotech

	5:00 – 7:00 pm
	Reception and Poster Presentations

	
	

	Day 2: Wednesday, February 18, 2026

	7:00 – 8:40 am
	Registration Check-in, Poster Set-up, Coffee and Light Breakfast

	8:40 – 9:00 am
	Opening Remarks, Summary/Key Points of Day 1
Landscape Continuum of Platelet and Platelet-like Products

	
	
	Therese West, DNP, U.S. DHA, Research and Engineering, Combat Casualty Care Portfolio

	9:00 – 12:00 pm
	Clinical Uses of Platelets and Product Development

	     9:00 – 9:25 am
	Who really needs a platelet transfusion?

	
	
	Simon Stanworth, PhD, NHS Blood and Transplant/Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

	     9:25 – 9:50 am
	Transfusion in Hypo-proliferative/Functional Thrombocytopenia

	
	
	Elisabeth Battinelli, MD, PhD, Harvard University 

	     9:50 – 10:15 am
	Platelet Transfusion in Cardiac Surgery  

	
	
	Philip Spinella, MD, University of Pittsburgh

	     10:15 – 10:45 am
	Coffee and Networking Break

	     10:45 – 11:10 am

	Platelet Transfusion in Traumatic Hemorrhage
Jason Sperry, MD, University of Pittsburgh

	     11:10 – 11:35 am
	Platelet Transfusion in Traumatic Brain Injury

	
	
	David O. Okonkwo, MD, PhD, University of Pittsburgh 

	     11:35 – 12:00 pm
	Q&A – Audience Participation

	12:00 – 1:30 pm
	Lunch (on your own)

	1:30 – 3:30 pm
	Panel Discussions

	1:30 – 2:20 pm
	Role of Extracellular Vesicles and Synthetic Platelet Nanoparticles

	
	
	Shibani Pati, MD, PhD, University of California, San Francisco
Anirban Sen Gupta, PhD, Case Western Reserve University

	     2:20 – 3:10 pm
	Ex vivo manufacturing

	
	
	Moderator:  Cedric Ghevaert, MD, Cambridge Stem Cell Institute
Asano Asami, PhD, Megakaryon Corporation
Elodie Dahan, HemostOD 

	     3:10 – 3:30 pm
	Q&A – Audience Participation

	3:30 – 4:00 pm
	Coffee and Networking Break

	4:00 – 4:45 pm




	Private Investment Perspective 
Moderator: Lauren Palestrini, PhD, CFA, MTEC
Melinda Morton Hamer, MD, Global Health Investment Corporation 
Corey Ritter, ARCH Venture Partners
     Lewis Rubinson, MD, PhD, In-Q-Tel

	
4:45 – 5:20 pm







	Company Lightning Round – Platelet Products
     Amgen Inc.
     HemostOD
     Megakaryon Corporation
     New Platelet Company Ltd  
Rion Inc.
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

	5:20 pm
	Closing Remarks and Poster Take-Down

	Day 3: Thursday, February 19, 2026

	7:00 – 8:30 am
	Registration Check-in, Coffee and Light Breakfast

	8:30 – 8:45 am

	Opening Remarks and Summary/Key Points of Day 2
Toby Silverman, MD, MPH, BARDA

	8:45 – 9:30 am

	Regulatory Perspective
Carlos Villa, MD, PhD, Versiti, Inc.

	9:30 – 10:30 am



	Which Platelet Functions Matter
Moderator: Matthew Neal, MD, University of Pittsburgh
Emily P. Mihalko, PhD, University of Pittsburgh
Babak Sarani, MD, George Washington University
Carlos Villa, MD, PhD, Versiti, Inc.

	10:30 – 11:00 am
	Coffee and Networking Break

	11:00 – 1:00 pm
	Translational Challenges in Product Development of Platelet and Platelet-like Products

	     11:00 – 12:00 pm








	Clinical Trial Challenges
Moderators: Travis Polk, MD, University of Pittsburgh and Keith Hoots, MD, BARDA
Damien Bates, MD, PhD, Cellphire Therapeutics 
John Holcomb, MD, University of Alabama
Traci Mondoro, PhD, National Institutes of Health 
Michael Reade, MD, University of Queensland
Philip Spinella, MD, University of Pittsburgh 
Jakob Stensballe, PhD, Copenhagen University Hospital

	     12:00 – 1:00 pm








	Regulatory Considerations for the Development of New Platelet and Platelet-like Products
Moderator: Andre Cap, MD, PhD, BARDA
Emily Badrasiloglu, Office of Regulated Activities, DHA
Mike Fitzpatrick, PhD, Cellphire Therapeutics
Cedric Ghevaert, MD, Cambridge Stem Cell Institute
Christian Kastrup, PhD, Medical College of Wisconsin
Toby Silverman MD, MPH, BARDA 
Philip Spinella, MD, University of Pittsburgh 

	1:00 pm

	Closing Remarks
Mary Homer, PhD, BARDA

	Meeting End
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