‘One Community, One Council’

Whereas:

Firstly: The findings of the Huish Episcopi and Langport Plan (HELP), published at the last meeting, are that 82% of those surveyed (80% of Huish Episcopi residents and 86% of Langport residents) desire that our two councils “…work together to explore the advantages and disadvantages of forming a single council to serve both communities”.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly: We can start this process by commissioning Governance Review from Somerset Council. It should be noted that the last part of the Governance Review requires a poll of the electors of Huish Episcopi and Langport. This poll is carried out by the Elections Department of Somerset Council and at their expense. No merger may proceed without a majority voting in favour in that poll.

It is resolved that this Council will…

1) immediately request that Somerset Council a undertake a Governance Review into the merging of the two councils (of Huish Episcopi Parish and Langport Town) into a new single council based on the combined map of the two existing councils.

2) enable a meeting with both councils so that resolutions for potential issues arising; new council name, map, reserved wards etc can be explored and resolved.

3) empower and require the clerk and other officers to take any, and all, steps necessary to expedite the completion of the Governance Review and progress towards a new Community Governance Order. This to include providing assistance in creating the explanatory text for the leaflet accompanying the poll.

NB: Both Huish Episcopi PC and Langport TC will be asked to pass this same motion in their June meetings.
