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Recommendation: That a review of the Standing Orders of the Town Council is undertaken

BACKGROUND
Standing Orders are the guidelines (or rules) by which a council operates. They are reviewed annually with any proposed amendments discussed and debated. Any changes are documented and implemented. There are two sections within the current Standing Orders which the Town Clerk is bringing to the attention of the Council.

REPORT
Section 2.4 refers to the elected representatives of District and County Councillors. Following the implementation of the Somerset Unitary Authority in May 2022, South Somerset District Council ceased to exist. Currently, the Standing Orders makes reference to District Councillors.

Section 12.8.1 refers to the election of a Chairman at the annual meeting of the Council, normally in May each year. Currently, the maximum term that a person can preside over the Council as Chairman is three years. Cllr Dromgoole will in May 2025 have completed his three year term. With the pending merger of the two councils – Huish Episcopi Parish Council and Langport Town Council, Councillors have informally considered that Cllr Dromgoole is best placed to continue as Chairman.
 
RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that Cllr Dromgoole, should he so wish, be re-elected as Chairman of Langport Town Council until the completion of the merger of the two councils, which is anticipated to be May 2027. If the recommended changes are agreed, Cllr Dromgoole could be re-elected for an additional year, providing the appropriate and formal processes as defined in the Standing Orders are followed.
  
FINANCIAL
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are no financial implications to this report.

