Photography Tips
Frame your subject
Fill the frame with your subject and little else or your subject will get lost in the photo. And remember to use your feet to get closer rather than the zoom on your camera. This will help you better frame your photo.
Simplify Your Background
The background is as much a part of your photo as the subject so make sure it’s not cluttered and messy. Moving your camera just a few inches to the side can help your image look cleaner. Branches, corners of buildings and other people are just a few things to look out for. Having something sitting in the corner of your shot can be really distracting
Simplify and Exaggerate: 
Try to draw attention to your subject by simplifying and exaggerating its characteristics. You can do this by using contrasting colours, zooming in on one feature, or using perspective to exaggerate features. This will also help your audience to receive the message you might be portraying through your photograph
Don’t Centre your Subject: The Rule of Thirds
Take your picture through a frame, such as a doorway or window. Framing can add context to your photos which can build on the meaning.
Also consider what is the subject of the photo and remember that the subject doesn’t have to be in the middle of the photo. Use the rule of thirds: mentally divide the shot into thirds using two vertical lines and two horizontal lines, then place visual elements at any of the four intersections.
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Create Depth and Connect the Dots
Make sure to include a foreground and background in your photograph to create depth. And connect the elements of your photo by using leading lines to connect the foreground and background of your image. 
Perspective
Your own height will influence the way the shot looks: tall people take photos looking down and short people take photos looking up. Think about perspective and make it add to your photo: lie on the floor or take the picture through a crowd
Think about the Light
First thing to think about, camera flash is unflattering to your subject and really takes dimension from your image. When the light comes from the same angle as the lens (your camera), you’re left without any of the scene’s natural shadows. Use natural light as often as possible.
When using natural light, early morning and evening light are best. If you can’t then try to shoot away from the sun or keep the sun at an angle. 
Break the Rules
Other than framing your subject, break the rules if it makes your photograph more powerful.
Click this link to watch a video giving advice on taking good photos.
Photograph Checklist
	What is/are the subject(s) of your photograph? And how did you frame it?
	

	Have you zoomed by using your feet?
	Yes
	No

	Is your background simple and without distractions?
	Yes
	No

	Have you tried to simplify and exaggerate your subject? Did you contrast colours? Use zoom or perspective to exaggerate a feature of your subject?
	

	Have you used the rule of thirds? And is your subject (above) focused on using the rule of thirds?
	Yes
	No

	Do you have leading lines connecting elements (like foreground and background) in your photo?
	Yes
	No

	Perspective: Are you above, at level, or below your subject? How does it impact your photograph?
	Circle:     Above       At  level        Below
Why?


	Does the light enhance the image?

	Yes
	No

	Where is the light coming from? (ideally not your flash)
	

	What, if any, rules did you break to make your photo better?
	

	What meaning do you hope to evoke with your photograph and how did you try to make this happen?
	


