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We are excited to present Ingrid Eggen’s 
third solo exhibition at MELK. 

The skin pillars 

Pillars of skin and bone stand stretching toward a glowing sun. I 
have the feeling of a landscape, a desolate landscape, there are 
no leaves, no wind. Only the creak of the limbs. The pillars that 
sink into the dusty orange earth also lift up the sky. They spin 
on their own axis, draped with folds of skin. Several of the limbs 
have been here for a long time, the bones are withered and the 
skin slides down to the ground like melted wax.

    I take a few steps in between the limbs. They breathe against 
me, exhale through the pores of the skin, they are alive. Sweat 
oozes from the bark of the skin, bubbling trunks. The smell of 
sweat is cool, like a crisp breeze from a salty sea. The skin forms 
a small cave.

   A fold of skin, and a crevice, the undulating skin, a hollow 
against the bone, they are all receptive to touch, and move and 
quiver slightly when I press my thumb into the fat, soft layers. The 
body’s largest organ is the skin, the wild patterns of cells, created 
and recreated in front of me.

The skin slips, melts, regenerates. The glaciers of the skin.

There is someone who comes here and looks after the limbs, 
they are the skin workers. They wear gloves, beige suits in a 
papery fabric that creaks when they move. They sweep the 
ground around the limbs, singing while they work, the dust swirl 
in front of them like the veils of bee keepers. The skin folds and 
unfolds, shape itself to their song. When the workers withdraw, 
the skin bleeds small drops of orange, resinous liquid.
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My feet are burning.

The skin is a crawling child, clinging to the bones.

I stand between the pillars and after a few days a warmth slides 
up through my body from the soles of my feet. My own skin is 
starting to crumble. My feet glow with a lava-like heat, slowly 
they sink into the dry earth. I take root, grow between the other 
pillars. I bow forward. As I dig my nails into the limbs to make 
contact, a low moan emits. Oh, I have to be careful, if I touch 
them with too much force, they pull back with a soft swish, like a 
tendon that’s been stretched too far, shyly.

I stand in the sunset, licking skin salt from one of the limbs.

A creak from one of them like a scream.

I know if I stand here long enough I’ll begin to take shape after 
them.

Kirstine Reffstrup
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