Wednesday of Holy Week 2024 
Isaiah 50.4-9a; Hebrews 12.1-3; John 13.21-32

God has been glorified in him
Another evening, another house, another meal – in the midst of the Festival in Jerusalem. Jesus knows his hour has come. He is troubled by that. It has led him to wash the feet of his disciples, taking the role of a servant. We’ll return to that tomorrow on Maundy Thursday.
Now in this charged atmosphere, Jesus drops his bombshell. ‘One of you will betray me.’ The disciples look at each other uneasily – who is it? Surely not one of us. Tense atmospheres make everyone feel guilty. Can you sense the disciples squirming as Jesus says one of them will betray him?
They need to know who it is, so Peter gets the one closest to Jesus – the one whom Jesus loves and who is reclining next to him to ask: ‘Lord, who is it?’ 
Jesus indicates by giving a piece of dipped bread to Judas and sending him out quickly to get on with what he has chosen to do. Out into the night.
But even then, the disciples don’t realise that the one Jesus sends out into the night is the potential betrayer. They think Judas, who is in charge of the group’s money has been sent off to do an innocent errand – to do some shopping for the festival.
And why would they suspect? Judas is one of them. This is what makes this scene especially heartbreaking. Called, chosen, trained and loved by Jesus. Trusted with the money. Reliable, steady, solid Judas. They’ve journeyed closely together for at least three years – they know him through and through - they think.
Slowly, quietly, step by step Judas has been drawn away from the light. Jesus urged the disciples to keep walking in the light – to learn to be children of light. Slowly, slowly, unnoticed by those closest to him Judas has been drawn into a perilous betrayal by Satan. Drawn out of the light – a jealous thought here, an indiscretion there, the seeds of cynicism, a need for affirmation, the desire to be seen and recognised, standing proudly on the moral high ground, a little greed, an offer that can’t be refused – the chance to earn more money than he has ever seen before. Layering up until before he knows it Judas is used by evil forces to snuff out the light altogether.
Betrayals from inside the family, church, friendship groups, workplaces, charities or political parties, are the hardest to bear because we think we know and trust  each other, and have often shared much together. I wonder how Jesus felt as he realised that no amount of love and care could keep Judas from betraying him. 
It was not an open enemy that reviled me
For then I could have borne it…
But it was even you, one like myself
My companion and my own familiar friend. (Ps. 55.12-13)
It’s a warning to us tonight – a reminder to walk in the light. So, let’s do that – let’s leave Judas to the night and turn to Jesus.
Jesus who washes feet. Jesus who doesn’t shy away from the worst that people can do to one another. Jesus who allows his disciples agency even when he knows they may get it wrong. Jesus who knows what’s in people’s hearts and loves them still. Jesus who admits to being troubled in spirit but remains on the way, bearing the light into the darkest of nights – setting his face like flint as he approaches the shame, humiliation and horror that is about to be unleashed on him. 
This is the Jesus we follow, the Jesus we long to recline next to and hope against hope that we will not betray or deny.
This is the Jesus the writer to the Hebrews urges us to look to as we run the race of faith, individually and together as the body of Christ. 
This race requires perseverance – the disciples are soon to experience that. It's a race that is strenuous so we need to look to Jesus for the strengthening we require to keep walking or running in the light. Our eyes are to be fixed on Christ, to consider him often so that we don’t grow weary or lose heart. We are to let go of the things that weigh us down or draw us away from the light and pray that our hearts may be softened and enlarged to hold the immense love of Christ.
We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses – those who have gone before who are cheering us on. It's palpable in a building like this which has witnessed to the light for so many centuries – in a city which has housed mystics and saints, in a county that has had visions of the Blessed Virgin Mary and has welcomed pilgrims from across the globe. 
Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith – it is he who has called us and planted the seeds of faith within us, and it is he who will bring our faith to completion. This is the Jesus we journey with this week, who calls us to remain close and faithful as the journey gets hostile and forces of darkness gather. This is the Jesus who is prepared to go to the very darkest place of all so that every person, everywhere, for all time may know themselves forgiven and loved and have confidence to walk in the light. Troubled as he is Jesus knows that God will be glorified in the events that are unfolding. By continuing on this path God will win out in the end. 
God has been glorified in him

Let’s pray
A prayer from the 8th Century Gelasian Sacramentary
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light,
look favourably on your whole Church,
that wonderful and sacred mystery,
and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence
carry out the work of our salvation:
and let the whole world feel and see
that things which were cast down are being raised up
and things which had grown old are being made new
and that all things are returning to perfection
through him from whom they took their origin,
even Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Common Worship: Daily Prayer (London: Church House Publishing, 20050, pg. 408.] 





