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HISTORY
O R I G I N S

Much of southern California’s design owes its inspiration to 
Spanish influence—and the California Ranch is no different.  
An adaptation of the single-story Spanish Mission houses popular 
in the mid 19th century, California Ranches gained popularity in 
the mid 1930s. They’re characterized by a low, horizontal shape, 
broad roof overhangs, and vaulted ceilings above a single story. 
More contemporary iterations tend to incorporate  
L or U-shaped layouts, large windows, and ample connection 
between indoors and out. 

H I S T O R I C A L  E X A M P L E S

Cliff May, Horton Development 

Ronald Reagan’s Pacific Palisades Home 

Modern Ranch Homes 
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KEY FEATURES
E X T E R I O R S

Low-slope, front or side-gable roofs, 
typically single story. Massing can be 
simple and traditional (with front and 
side gable roofs) or complex and mod-
ern (with single-pitch or floor roofs).

W I N D O W S

Heights ranging from six to eight feet 
and styles including small casements, 
standard double-hung, and large 
walls. Simple exterior casing with flat 
masonry or stucco. 

D O O R S

Aligned with tops of windows; solid 
wood or small, narrow glass panel;  
sliding doors opening to outdoor spaces 
are common. 
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L O W - P I T C H E D  R O O F S

Overhangs with deep eaves

C O U R T Y A R D S  O R  P A T I O S

emphasizing connection to the outdoors 

C O L U M N S

6-8 inch columns, square in shape,  
with varying levels of articulation

C A L I F O R N I A  R A N C H :  K E Y  F E A T U R E S
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C A L I F O R N I A  R A N C H :  K E Y  F E A T U R E S
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L A Y O U T

Open, wide spaces to allow for natural light

V A U L T E D  C E I L I N G S

To maximize space in single story 

E X P O S E D  B E A M S

showcasing natural wood grain

N A T U R A L  M A T E R I A L S

Reflecting the landscape outdoors 
and infusing warmth 



& PRECEDENT

INSPIRATION 
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E X T E R I O R  F E A T U R E S 
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O P E N  W O O D  I N T E R I O R S
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T I L E ,  S T O N E  &  W O O D



CONCEPTS

DESIGN
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CONCEPTS

LANDSCAPE

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T :  B E N N E R  R E I B E L  L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S
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H A R D S C A P E  &  
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