A LITTLE CHRISTMAS TRIVIA--------

Nine days before Christmas in 1965, astronauts Wally Schirra and Tom
Stafford aboard the Gemini 6 told Mission Control that they saw an
"unidentified flying object" about to enter Earth's atmosphere, traveling in the
polar orbit from north to south. Just as things got tense, they interrupted the broadcast with “Jingle

Bells,” as Wally played a small harmonica accompanied by Tom shaking a handful of small sleigh
bells.

WG4 REFRESHING

Santa wasn’t always the jolly man in red. Older depictions of Santa from
the early 1900s depicted him more sternly, and there wasn't a
standardized "look" for his appearance. The classic image of a happy..
and plump Santa that we all know today came in part from Coca-Cola
ads, drawn in 1931 by illustrator Haddon Sundblom
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The historic St. Nicholas heard about the plight of a local man who did not have enough dowry

money to marry off his three daughters. The generous St. Nick tossed some money down the

chimney that landed in the ladies' stockings that were drying by the fire. After that, the tradition
stuck!
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Two of Santa’s reindeer share names with meteorological terms:
Donner and Blitzen (meaning ‘thunder’ and ‘lightning’ in German).

Rudolph was almost named Rollo or Reginald and his crew also had lots of other names.
They've previously been called Flossie, Glossie, Racer, Pacer, Scratcher, Feckless, Ready,
Steady and Fireball.
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The National Confectioners Association says a choirmaster originally gave
the red-and-white-striped candies to young children to keep them quiet during
marathon church services back in 1670. It wasn't until a German-Swedish
immigrant decorated his tree with Candy canes in 1847 that they became
popular as a Christmas candy

During World War 11, the United States Playing Card Company joined forces with American
and British intelligence agencies to create a very special deck of cards. They distributed them
as Christmas qifts to soldiers, but they also helped Allied prisoners of war escape from German

POW camps. When wet, individual cards peeled apart to reveal maps of escape routes



https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/tom-staffords-jingle-bells-and-wally-schirras-harmonica
https://airandspace.si.edu/stories/editorial/tom-staffords-jingle-bells-and-wally-schirras-harmonica
https://www.coca-colacompany.com/about-us/history/haddon-sundblom-and-the-coca-cola-santas
https://www.coca-colacompany.com/about-us/history/haddon-sundblom-and-the-coca-cola-santas
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-legend-of-the-christmas-stocking-160854441/
https://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/2019/12/in-a-word-eight-er-nine-tiny-reindeer/
https://www.candyusa.com/candy-types/candy-canes/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/christmas-ideas/g4022/christmas-candy/
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/wwii-decks-of-cards-hidden-maps.html
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/wwii-decks-of-cards-hidden-maps.html

‘ » J#Tinsel was invented in 1610 in Germany. It was spun from real silver and
then hammered out and was more of a luxury decoration than the cheap tree trimming it is
today. The U.S. government once banned tinsel because it used to contain poisonous lead,
but no need to worry now — it's just plastic.

: - ==k | he first Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center was

erected in 1931, during the DepreSS|on era construction of Rockefeller Center, when Italian-

American workers decorated a smaller 20 foot (6.1 m) balsam fir with "strings of cranberries,
garlands of paper, and even a few tin cans" on Christmas Eve."

https://en.wikipedia.org/.../Rockefeller Center Christmas...

The first artificial Christmas trees were made from dyed goose feathers.

A Very Merry & Blessed Christmas

To you and
Your family!
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