
The Covid-19 pandemic has laid bare the shortcomings with the UK social security system. 
While the Westminster Government’s efforts to temporarily support the social security 
system – most notably through a £20 weekly uplift to Universal Credit – were welcome and 
much needed, ultimately they have been insufficient to make our benefits system fit for 
purpose.  

Ahead of the Budget on 3rd March 2021, our research collaboration is joining a growing 
number of academics, campaigners, charities, and activists to make the case that the 
Government must keep, and extend, the £20 uplift in order to address the severe hardship 
and inequalities faced by those living on a low income.  

There is a strong case to do more for low-income families with children, and to prevent 
rising levels of hardship and destitution. We would like to see a commitment to maintaining 
the uplift beyond October 2021, and extending it to those on legacy benefits and passed on 
in full to those subject to the benefit cap. Additionally, a real terms increase to the level of 
Child Benefit is long overdue and would not be subject to the problems associated with 
means testing that can undermine Universal Credit.  

 
Kate Andersen, University of York 
Dr Ben Baumberg-Geiger, University of Kent 
Professor Helen Bedford, UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health 
Professor Margaret O’Brien, University College London 
Professor Claire Cameron, University College London 
Beth Cloughton, The Poverty Alliance  
Laura Dewar, Gingerbread 
Dr Josie Dickerson, Bradford Institute for Health Research 
Dr Daniel Edmiston, University of Leeds  
Dr Ciara Fitzpatrick, Ulster University 
Dr Kayleigh Garthwaite, University of Birmingham 
Dr Rita Griffiths, University of Bath 
Katherine Hill, Loughborough University 
Dr Jo Ingold, Deakin University  
Linzi Ladlow, University of Lincoln 
Professor Rosie MacEachan, Bradford Institute for Health Research 
Fiona McHardy, The Poverty Alliance 
Professor Jane Millar, University of Bath 
Dr Geoff Page, University of York 
Dr Ruth Patrick, University of York 
Professor Kate Pickett, University of York 
Dr Maddy Power, University of York 
Dr Katie Pybus, University of York  
Mary Reader, London School of Economics 
Dr Aaron Reeves, University of Oxford 
Dr David Robertshaw, University of Leeds 
Professor Lisa Scullion, University of Salford 
Dr Mark Simpson, Ulster University  

https://covidrealities.org/research/collaborators


Dr Kitty Stewart, London School of Economics 
Dr Kate Summers, London School of Economics 
Dr Anna Tarrant, University of Lincoln 
Dr Marcella Ucci, University College London 
Dr Laura Way, University of Lincoln 
Dr Ruth Webber, Loughborough University 


