Marc Sabbah
Viola

Born in New York and based in Brussels, Marc Sabbah is regarded as one of the most captivating violists of his generation. As a soloist, chamber musician, and pedagogue, he enjoys an international career shaped by a deeply personal warm sound, remarkable virtuosity, and a striking stage presence.
Former principal viola of the Belgian National Orchestra (2012–2024), he has been a professor at the Conservatoire Royal de Mons since 2017, as well as co-director of the Cameristica chamber music festival. His career has taken him to major international stages, from Japan to China, and across Europe and Latin America.

Described as “a magnificent player” by legendary conductor Zubin Mehta. In 2011, Marc Sabbah performed with Ivry Gitlis at the Verbier Festival in Switzerland. Years later, Gitlis attended Marc’s performance of the Leo Smit viola concerto at the Royal Conservatory of Mons calling Marc ‘The Paganini of viola’. 

His past awards include the 1st prize at the 2016 Rising Stars Grand Prix music competition performing solo at the Berlin Philharmonic hall, 1st Grand Prize at the Manhattan International Music Competition with a recital at Carnegie Hall and 1st prize at the Amsterdam National Viola Competition. Marc has won top prizes at the Moscow Arts Competition in Boston, the Horowitz International Competition and Academy in Kiev, Ukraine, (2004) performing Hoffmeister concerto for viola and orchestra as well as Mozart Sinfonia Concertante with the Ukrainian State Orchestra.

Since 2016, Marc has collaborated with Belgian pianist Eliane Reyes forming the Duo Sabbah-Reyes, dedicated to exploring viola and piano repertoire. The duo has released its latest disc titled AppassionAlto under the label Prospero Classical. The album has received praise from multiple publications including the STRAD magazine. As a founding member and violist of the string Trio NOMADA, Marc plays alongside cellist David Cohen and violinist Noé Inui. With numerous recitals, radio and television appearances, as well as performing numerous concerti with international orchestras such as the Belgian National Orchestra, Athens State Orchestra, Antalya State Orchestra, Philharmonische Orchester Basel, Casco Phil, de Filharmonie Amsterdam, la Orquesta Filarmónica de Coahuila, Filarmónica de Bogotá and others, Marc is creating a path as a musical force of his generation.     

His latest album (2026) with Swiss label Prospero Classical, a double disc recording of the complete 6 Bach cello suites has already drawn attention from the STRAD, with an exposé and critique to be published in their October edition.  His command of the suites has led him to perform solo Bach in Japan, Latin America and Europe.  As one of a handful of violists who've ever recorded the full Bach 6 suites, Marc Sabbah’s understanding and connection to Bach's music is profound. 

Since 2020, Marc has been an ambassador for Jargar Strings which he uses on his viola
made in 1951 by Leroy F. Geiger, Chicago, USA.
