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GREETINGS FROM THE AMBASSADOR

First of all, thank you for the excellent cooperation over the last year and for always receiving the Embassy team
and me with open arms and enthusiasm. It is truly an honour to promote and represent Norway and Norwegian
interests in close partnership with you.
 
We have all had to adopt to the changing and increasingly challenging geopolitical situation. For more than two
years, Ukraine and its people have been fighting for their - but also our - freedom. Latvia serves as an example to
follow on several accounts in supporting Ukraine, from the state level to individual contributions. Recent debates
about trade restrictions and further sanctions indicate that businesses have an important role to play too. There
is no going back to business as usual. I am proud of the NCCL and its members leading the way in this regard,
from organising charity fundraising events to providing employment opportunities for Ukrainian refugees. Keep
up the good work, and slava Ukraini!
 
In line with the Norwegian Government’s “All of Norway Export” initiative which has boosted the foreign service’s
focus on business promotion, I have visited Norwegian businesses all around Latvia, from Liepaja and Saldus to
Balvi, Daugavpils and Jelgava. It is clear that our business footprint in Latvia is widespread in terms of both
geography and sectors, so I am eager to continue showcasing the full breadth and diversity of Norwegian
contributions to the Latvian economy and employment opportunities across the country.
 
The Norwegian Governments bold goal to increase export by 50% by 2030, oil and gas excluded, has already led
to record-high exports of goods in 2023. However, for new Norwegian businesses to enter the Latvian market and
for existing companies to expand, the regulatory framework and infrastructure must continue evolving in a
business-friendly and sustainable direction. For this I will continue working within the Team Norway framework
with the NCCL and Norwegian businesses – big or small, established in Latvia or looking for new opportunities –
to continue promoting a business environment that benefits the strong bilateral relationship between Latvia and
Norway.

H. E. Ine Måreng
Ambassador of Norway to Latvia

Honorary Member of NCCL
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MESSAGE FROM THE NORWEGIAN AMBASSADOR



Ln 2023, NCCL remained dedicated to offering valuable opportunities for networking, learning, and
sharing best practices. Throughout 2023, we held various events, from engaging seminars to social
events, one of which was Norway vs Latvia hockey game during 2023 IIHF Ice-Hockey World
Championship, with over 100 participants! Together with you, our members, we had a wonderful
time at the game and celebrated Latvia winning the BRONZE MEDAL! Also in 2023, we united Latvia
and Norway to honor the remarkable legacy of Mariss Jansons on his 80th birthday. This celebration
was a true testament to the cultural bridge he built between Latvia and Norway. 

2023 was also a time of change, as long-time NCCL Director ILZE GAROZA moved on to other
challenges, and new NCCL Director KRISTA VAHTELE stepped in quickly and professionally, to keep
TEAM NCCL moving forward, maintaining NCCL’s position as one of the TOP 3 Business Chambers in
Latvia! A HUGE THANK YOU to Ilze Garoza, for all her work! NCCL would not be, where NCCL is today,
without her! Go Ilze!

NCCL needs your participation! If you have event ideas, or suggestions for speakers or
events in 2024, please don't hesitate to share them with us. Your feedback is crucial in ensuring
that NCCL continues to meet the evolving needs of our members!

By renewing your membership for 2024, you actively contribute to the strength and vibrancy of our
community. Business growth and success are products of collective effort, and we believe that together,
we can overcome challenges and capitalize on opportunities, in order to DOMINATE in 2024.

Enclosed with this letter is your membership invoice for 2024. A BIG THANK YOU in advance for your
continued support, and we look forward to seeing you at the next NCCL event!

A BIG THANK YOU in advance for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing
you at the next NCCL event!

 
Matīss Kukainis

 NCCL Chairman of the Board
Founder and Partner at Spīgulis & Kukainis

W E L C O M E  B Y  N C C L  C H A I R M A N
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Dear NCCL Team Member!

On behalf of the Norwegian Chamber of Commerce in Latvia (NCCL), I
extend our sincere gratitude for your unwavering support and
collaboration throughout 2023! Your commitment to NCCL has played
a pivotal role in fostering a resilient community during these challenging
times. Thank you!



Year of transtions

Membership at the end of 2023 

83 members in good standing
15 NEW members
1 new PLATINUM member

Events

23 events with over 1100 participants
1 business missions to Oslo
2 Nordic Baltic Business Forums
2 Female Focus networking events

Communication

Regular direct communication with the
members
Weekly communication on social media
channels: 

             LinkedIn (over 1300 followers)
             Facebook (over 1500 followers)

5

N C C L  2 0 2 2  /  2 0 2 3  I N  N U M B E R S



Year of transtions
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M A I N T A I N I N G  A  S T R O N G  &  A C T I V E
N C C L  M E M B E R  C O M M U N I T Y

At the Annual General Meeting, which was officially opened by NCCL Chairman of the Board, Matīss
Kukainis, attendees were greeted with welcome words from the Ambassador of Norway, H.E. Ine Måreng. 
The Norwegian Embassy in Latvia is NCCL's closest partner in representing and promoting Norwegian
business, culture and values, and close bilateral trade and economic relations between Norway and Latvia.
Since September 2022. H.E. Ine Måreng provided an update on the current situation in Norwegian-Latvian
bilateral relations, setting the tone for the discussions to follow. 

Following the ambassador's remarks, Andris Strazds, Adviser to the Council of Latvijas Banka, delivered a
keynote address titled "The Economy of Latvia in the Whirlwinds of Geopolitical Developments." In his
speech, Strazds provided insights into the challenges and opportunities facing Latvia's economy amidst
ongoing geopolitical shifts.

During the AGM, the results of member voting were presented, including introduction to the NCCL Board
for 2023/2024.
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D I S C U S S I N G  F U T U R E  P E R S P E C T I V E  A N D
C O M P E T I T I V E  A D V A N T A G E S  O F  L A T V I A

It was an honor to host President Edgars Rinkēvičs and delve into the future perspectives & competitive
advantages of Latvia. More than 200 foreign investors gathered to explore opportunities for collaboration,
gain deeper insights into Latvia's economic landscape, and forge new business connections. 

During his address, the President shared his insights on Latvia's future prospects and competitive
advantages. The event was well-received and included a Q&A session where attendees discussed human
capital, competitiveness, green course, sustainability, and better governance topics. 

The event was moderated by journalist Pauls Raudseps. Following the engaging discussions, attendees
enjoyed a networking lunch buffet provided by the Radisson Blu Latvija Conference & Spa Hotel, Riga,
further fostering connections and relationships among participants. 

Joint Business Luncheon with Edgars Rinkēvičs,
President of Latvia



Year of transtions

5

8

P R O M O T I N G  K N O W L E D G E  T R A N S F E R
F R O M  N O R W A Y  T O  B A L T I C S

Baltic-Norwegian Business Forum “Accelerating growth in
the Baltic Region”

The first Baltic-Norwegian Business Forum took place during Oslo Innovation Week, marking a significant
milestone in fostering collaboration and exploring business opportunities between the Baltic countries and
Norway. Hosted in collaboration with Oslo Chamber of Commerce and the Norwegian-Baltic chambers,
including Norwegian Estonian Chamber of Commerce, Norwegian - Lithuanian Chamber of Commerce,
Norwegian Chamber of Commerce in Latvia, and Lithuanian-Norwegian Chamber of Commerce, the
event drew attention to the vast business potential across borders.

Attendees were treated to insightful presentations and discussions aimed at understanding how to succeed in
the Baltic Region. Evita Nedzvecka (LIAA) kicked off the event by shedding light on export and investment
trends between the Baltics and Norway. Additionally, Rud Pedersen Public Affairs provided an overview of
business opportunities in the Baltics, while Innovasjon Norge highlighted opportunities in Norway.

The forum featured excellent presentations, case studies, and engaging discussions focused on the strategies
necessary for success in both regions. Tom O. Kleppesto skillfully moderated the event, ensuring smooth flow
and active participation from attendees.

Special thanks to the speakers from Visma, Staticus, HansaMatrix, Glamox, Stansefabrikken, and Helmes
for sharing their insights and experiences. Their contributions added immense value to the discussions, further
emphasizing the potential for collaboration and growth between Baltic and Norwegian businesses.
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NCCL Members' Visit to Platinum Member Olainfarm

P R O M O T I N G  K N O W L E D G E  T R A N S F E R
B E T W E E N  N C C L  M E M B E R S

On 31 October 2023, NCCL members had an opportunity to visit Olainfarm AS.  Jānis Buks, Chairman of the Supervisory
Board and Juris Bundulis, Chairman of the Board, provided the participants with valuable insights into Olainfarm's
operations and future plans. Additionally, we had the unique opportunity to observe the pharmaceutical ingredient
manufacturing process.

Olainfarm AS, the subsidiary of AB City AS, is one of the largest companies in the Baltic states with 50 years of experience
in the production of medicines and chemical pharmaceutical products. The company produces high quality, safe and
effective products for Latvia and the world.

Olainfarm's products are exported to more than 60 countries. The consolidated turnover of the company group in 2021
reached 137,7 million euro. Approximately 840 employees perform daily work in the company, ensuring a continuous
product production process in 24/7 mode. Olainfarm AS has been awarded the Gold category in the Sustainability Index
and has been assessed as a Family Friendly Company.
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2 Female Focus Networking Luncheons with 4
Highly-Esteemed Speakers

P R O M O T I N G  K N O W L E D G E  T R A N S F E R
B E T W E E N  F E M A L E  L E A D E R S

Picture left: Female Focus
networking lunch with the
Journalist and Author Tone
Skårdal Tobiasson and ice-
hockey coach Ingūna
Lukašēviča. This Female
Focus Networking Breakfast
was held on April 18, 2023, at
Kaļķu vārti. 

Continuing the Female Focus networking series aimed at promoting female leadership in Latvia, in 2023,
NCCL together with the Swedish Chamber of Commerce in Latvia and with the support of Norwegian and
Swedish Embassies organised two Female Focus luncheons with four highly-esteemed and inspiring
speakers, representing the Nordic business and diplomatic community. The event series were started in
2014 and have been highly acclaimed among NCCL and SCCL members and friends.

The Female Focus networking series was started in 2014 by the NCCL and the Swedish Chamber of
Commerce in Latvia (SCCL). Female Focus is inspired by Scandinavian values and introduces speakers with
different professional backgrounds inspiring both head & heart sharing their experience on relevant topics
such as leadership, entrepreneurship, meeting professional and private challenges, and work & life balance.

Picture right: Female Focus
networking lunch with
Latvian Railways
Management Borad
Member, BICG Supervisory
Board Member Vita Balode
Andrews and Investor
Relations Manager at
Equinor, Ieva Ozola. This
Female Focus Networking
Luncheon was held on
November 2, 2023, at Hilton
Garden Inn Riga Old Town. 



With a diverse program for Norwegian investors, business associates, entrepreneurs, students and
other interested parties, "Norwegian Culture Week"  was held,  with 12 widely attended events,
organized with the aim of recognizing Norwegian investments in Latvia and strengthening bilateral
cooperation between Norway and Latvia in business, culture and education.
The Norwegian Culture Week ended on May 17th, 2023 with the World Ice-Hockey Championship
match between Norway and Latvia and the Celebration of the Norwegian Constitution Day.

The Norwegian Culture Week was organized by the NCCL in cooperation with  the Norwegian
Embassy in Riga, Investment  and Development Agency of Latvia - LIAA, and NCCL member
companies - DNB Riga Service Centre, Orkla Latvija, TRY Dig Latvija, Valodu māja - House of
Languages and GRIFS AG. 
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Celebrating May 17 - Norwegian Culture week

K E E P I N G  T R A D I T I O N S  A L I V E
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80th anniversary of the legendary Latvian conductor
Mariss Jansons

P R O M O T I N G  C U L T U R A L  T I E S  

On December 8, 2023, we celebrated the 80th anniversary of the legendary Latvian conductor Mariss
Jansons. The evening commenced with a pre-concert talk and the opening of an exhibition by the
Norwegian painter Håkon Gullvåg. This was followed by a remarkable symphonic concert, where the
Latvian National Symphony Orchestra, led by Andris Poga and featuring violinist Gidon Kremer,
delivered an awe-inspiring performance. 
On December 9, we participated in another event commemorating Mariss Jansons' 80th birthday. An
exhibition titled "Pinnacles" by the esteemed Norwegian painter Håkon Gullvåg was inaugurated at the
Latvian National Library. Alongside Gullvåg's portraits of Jansons, the exhibition showcased the artist's
illustrations for the works of Henrik Ibsen and Knut Hamsun. 

We express our sincere gratitude to all who contributed to the success of this event, including the
Norwegian Embassy in Riga, Embassy of Latvia in Norway, Linstow Baltics, Audi, Livonia Print, DNB
Riga Service Centre, and Norwegian Air.
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Visit to the Ministry of Education and Science

P R O M O T I N G  C U L T U R A L  T I E S

On June 14, a delegation of NCCL members visited Ministry of Education and Science to discuss ways of
expanding Norwegian language teaching in Latvia, raise the quality of education and address the current and
future labour market needs.

 During the visit, NCCL also handed to Latvia's Minister of Education and Science a letter, co-signed by NCCL
Executive Director and seven NCCL member companies -  Atea Global Services, Circle K Business Centre,
DNB Riga Service Centre, Norwegian Air Resources,  Tietoevry Latvia, VISMA, Zalaris - seeking
Ministry’s support and input in expanding Norwegian language teaching in Latvia.

Taking into account the close bilateral ties between Latvia and Norway in the field of defence as part of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), as well as the close economic cooperation within the European
Economic Area and Norway's significant contribution to the Latvian economy through the Norwegian financial
instrument, NCCL together with its members, which have co-signed the letter, emphasizes the value and
importance of expanding Scandinavian language teaching in Latvia. 
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NCCL Christmas Party at the Ambassador's Residence

K E E P I N G  T R A D I T I O N S  A L I V E

Keeping one of its most cherished traditions alive, at the end of 2022 NCCL members gathered at
the Norwegian Ambassador's Residence in Riga on December 15 for NCCL & Team Norway
Christmas Party! The NCCL & Team Norway Christmas party was a great opportunity for NCCL
members to reconnect with one another, reflect on the past year, enjoy a nice meal and a wonderful
performance by Ukrainian singer Anastaija Vasiļenko, who had relocated to Latvia after Russia's
invasion of her home town in Ukraine. Many thanks to the Norwegian Ambassador Ine Måreng for
hosting us!

As a tradition, NCCL organized a Christmas charity raffle with the possibility of winning valuable
prizes, donated by the NCCL member community! In 2023, all proceeds from the NCCL Christmas
charity drive, per NCCL Board decision, were transferred to the "Care Mobile" program in Ukraine,
launched and implemented by "Ronald McDonald House Charities Latvija" (RMHC Latvija) providing
primary medical care to civilians in Ukraine. We thank all our members for their generosity!

A2Z - NCCL Member of 2023

During the NCCL Christmas Party, NCCL  also handed out a Certificate of
Appreciation to A2Z, which was recognized by the NCCL Baord as the
NCCL Member of the Year 2023 for extraordinary dedication and
exceptional contribution throughout the year. Thank you, A2Z for being
an outstanding member of our team! 
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Joint NCCL and FCCL  "HAPPY HOUR" at Burzma

S T A Y I N G  A C T I V E  &  H A V I N G  F U N

Members of the Norwegian Chamber of Commerce in Latvia and the Finnish Chamber of
Commerce in Latvia gathered at Burzma for a joint event called "Back to Work Happy Hour." It was
a fantastic evening filled with a great atmosphere, delicious cocktails, and mouthwatering snacks. Over
50 participants from the Nordic business community in Latvia joined in, thanks to the sponsorship from
CBRE Baltics, a member of NCCL.

Burzma is a concept developed by CBRE Baltics together with masterminds of hospitality and interior
design in Latvia, introducing a new and exciting taste journey to modern foodies and taste enthusiasts.
Burzma offers ten restaurants and two bars with rooftop views of Old Town Riga. Breakfast, brunch,
business lunches, coffee, snacks, and full dinner menu - order to go or sit down, relax and enjoy slowly.
Whatever your cravings may be, BURZMA has you covered. Check it out!



Over 90 bowling enthusiasts and fans participated in the traditional Joint Bowling Tournament,
jointly organised by the Norwegian and American Chambers of Commerce Latvia. The event took
place on February 8, 2024 at the Pepsi Center in Riga, promoting fun and friendly competition
between members and friends of both chambers of commerce!

This year the title of the winning team of the Joint Bowling Tournament, a trophy cup and prizes were
awarded to DNB team with a combined score of 991 pts!

The best team and best players were awarded with prizes generously provided by Grand Palace
Hotel, Grand Hotel Kempinski Riga, Pepsi Center, R.B. Management and Hilton Garden Inn
Riga Old Town.
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Joint NCCL & AmCham Bowling Tournament 

S T A Y I N G  A C T I V E  &  H A V I N G  F U N



Spīgulis & Kukainis Law Firm www.ska.lv

Linstow Baltic Real Estate Development www.linstowbaltic.lv

NCCL HONORARY MEMBER
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PLATINUM MEMBERS

Norwegian Embassy in Riga Diplomatic mission https://www.norway.no/en/latvia/

Møller Mobility Group Car retail & wholesale www.vw.lv / www.audi.lv

NCCL MEMBERS 2023 / 2024

DNB Service Centre Business Service Centre www.dnb.no

Olainfarm Pharmaceuticals www.olainfarm.lv



Reitan Convenience Latvia

Orkla Latvija

Rodl & Partner

RTU Riga Business School

Food / Beverage

Education / Training

Law Firm

Convenience / Retail www.narvesen.lv

www.orkla.lv

www.rbs.lv

www.roedl.net

Visma www.visma.com

Tietoevry IT Business Service Centre www.tietoevry.com
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Zalaris HR Services Latvia IT Business Service Centre www.zalaris.com

Norwegian Air Resources Business Service Centre www.norwegian.com

Livonia Print Printing production www.livoniaprint.lv

SunCrisp Food Production www.suncrisp.eu

Cirkle K Business Center

GOLD MEMBERS

Husvik

BlueOr Bank

Gjensidige

Banking / Finance

Business Service Centre

House production

Insurance / Risk Management

Atlas Premium Food Production

www.blueorbank.lv

http://business-centre-
europe.circlek.com/

www.gjensidige.lv

www.husvik.lv

www.apseafoods.com

A to Z Group Maritime Industry www.atoz-group.eu

IT Business Service Centre

META Advisory Business Consulting www.metaadvisory.lv



AquaFence

Behold

Atea Global Services

Cobalt

Entec Norplast 

B2Kapital

CBRE Baltics

Flood protection 

IT /  Business Service Centre

Property management 

Real Estate management

Law Firm

Apsopic Interactive visualisation, 3D

Maritime

www.aquafence.com

www.ateaglobal.com

www.b2holding.no

www.cbre.lv

www.cobalt.legal

www.norplast.lv

www.apsopic.com

Ellex Kļaviņš Law Firm www.ellex.lv

Debt collection

SILVER MEMBERS
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Grifs AG Security services www.grifsag.lv

CODEX Advokat Law Firm www.codex.no

Jets Vacuum Sanitary systems www.jetsgroup.com

Grand Palace Hotel Hotel / Restaurant www.grandpalaceriga.com

Glimstedt Law Firm www.glimstedt.lv

Hilton Garden Inn Riga Old Town Hotel / Restaurant / Hospitality www.hilton.com

Karlsberg Media / Printing / Publishing

Kronbergs Čukste Levin Law Firm www.levinlaw.lv

Koda Manufacturing Maritime Industry



Numeri

LAPA Ltd.

Libra Plast

PK Serviss

Leinonen 

Riga Ship Management

Satema 

Maritime 

Maritime production

Accounting / Consulting

Maritime

Electrical manufacturing

Construction Management

Accounting / Consulting

www.lapa.lv

www.leinonen.eu

www.libraplast.no

www.numeri.lv

www.pkserviss.lv

www.shipmanagement.com.lv

www.satema.lv

Lursoft Database of Enterprises www.lursoft.lv
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Company name Industry Website

Scandicast Metal casting www.scandicast.com

Radisson BLU Latvija Hotel / Events / Restaurant www.radissonblu.com

Orkla Biscuit Production Food / Beverage / FMCG www.orkla.lv

Tilde IT / AI / Translation www.tilde.com

TRY DIG IT Service / UX / UI www.trydig.no

Sorainen Law Firm www.sorainen.com

VA Government Public Affairs www.vagovernment.lv

Working Day Recruitment / HR www.workingday.lv

Vitcake IT / Telecommunications www.vitcake.com



Business Park Ogre

Numero Latvia

RTS Baltic 

Business Park

Accounting / Consulting

Logistics

CreaKids

Global Consulting Fundraising / Consulting

Preschool / Education www.creakids.lv

www.globalconsulting.lv

www.numero.no

www.rts.ee

BRONZE MEMBERS
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Redefilms Advertising

House of Languages

IMG Logistics

Language services 

Logistics

www.valodumaja.lv

www.imglog.eu.com

Hotel Bergs Hotel / Events www.hotelbergs.lv

JPR Bemanning Outsourcing services

Mektron Business Development Services

R.B. Management Real Estate Development

Scanfreight Latvia Transportation / Logistics www.scanfreight.lv

Slokenbergs Consulting Legal

SWH Sets IT / Telecommunication www.swh.sets.lv



RTU Innovation Program

Company name Industry Website

Education www.mba.rtu.lv

Latvian Foster 
Family Association Charity organization www.labiedriba.lv

CSR Latvia Responsible Business platform www.ksalatvija.lv

Nordic Council of 
Ministers' Office in Latvia Nordic cooperation www.norden.lv

MOT Society Youth empowerment www.mot.lv

Barnabas Focus Charity Organization

Andre V. Demarest
Andis Šadurskis

Cecilie Lanes
Ilze Garoza

John Ivar Lundberg
Jorn Hennie

Individual members
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Matīss Dāvis Kukainis
Chairman of the Board

03 April 2024

R E V E N U E  A N D  E X P E N S E S



B A L A N C E  S H E E T  O N  3 1  D E C  2 0 2 3
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Matīss Dāvis Kukainis
Chairman of the Board

03 April 2024



I N D E P E N D E N T  A U D I T O R ' S  R E P O R T
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I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N
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Join us at 
the Norwegian Chamber of Commerce in Latvia

www.nccl.lv!


