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The Power in the Name
Acts 3:1–10
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.
6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

A police officer stands in the middle of a busy street and raises one hand. Cars and trucks stop—not because of the officer's physical strength, but because of the authority the officer represents.

In Acts 3, Peter stood before a man who had been unable to walk from birth. Peter had no money to give him and no power of his own to heal him. But he had something greater.
He said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6).
Immediately, the man's feet and ankles became strong. He jumped up, walked, and praised God.

This miracle happened through the power of the risen Jesus.
The words “in Jesus' name” are not a magical formula. His name represents His person, authority, and saving power. When we pray or serve in His name, we depend on Jesus Himself.
Today, we will consider three questions: Why is there power in Jesus' name? How is His power revealed? And how should we respond?

I. Why Is There Power in Jesus' Name?
1. Jesus Is the Only Savior
The name of Jesus has power to save us from sin and its consequences.
When Mary was pregnant through the Holy Spirit, an angel appeared to Joseph and said: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
Throughout history, religious leaders and teachers have offered answers to humanity's problems and questions about life's purpose. But only Jesus Christ can save us from sin and reconcile us to God.
After the lame man was healed, Peter proclaimed Jesus' death and resurrection and called the people to repentance:
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out” (Acts 3:19).
Later, Peter declared: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The lame man received the ability to walk. But Peter wanted the crowd to receive something greater: forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Physical healing is wonderful, but salvation is eternal.
We face sickness, financial difficulties, and broken relationships. Yet our greatest problem is sin, which separates us from God.
No money, education, or human effort can remove our sins. Only Jesus can reconcile us to God because He died for our sins and rose again.
If you have received Jesus as your Savior, praise God! You have forgiveness and eternal life.
If you have never received Him, turn to Him today in repentance and faith.
There is salvation in no other name but Jesus Christ.

2. Jesus Is the Risen Lord with All Authority
Jesus died on the cross, but He rose from the dead.
In biblical history, several people were restored to life. Elijah prayed, and God raised a dead boy (1 Kings 17:17–24). Peter raised Tabitha (Acts 9:36–42). Paul raised Eutychus (Acts 20:7–12).
These miracles happened through God's power, not human authority.
But Jesus is different. As the eternal Son of God, He has authority over life and death.
Jesus declared: “I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again” (John 10:18).
Those restored to life eventually died again. But Jesus rose victorious, never to die again.
After His resurrection, He declared: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18).
When Peter commanded the lame man to walk, he depended on the risen Lord's authority.
Peter explained: “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong” (Acts 3:16).
The miracle came not through Peter's power or holiness but through Jesus Christ.
We believe in the living Lord who conquered sin and death and reigns forever.
Therefore, we can trust Him even when our problems seem impossible.
The power is not in the words themselves. The power belongs to the risen Jesus.

II. How Is the Power of Jesus Revealed?
1. Through Healing According to His Will
Peter and John were going to the temple at three in the afternoon, the regular time of prayer.
At the gate called Beautiful, they encountered a man lame from birth. Every day, someone carried him there to beg.
When he asked for money, Peter said: “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6).
Peter took his right hand and helped him up. Immediately, his feet and ankles became strong.
The man entered the temple courts, walking, jumping, and praising God.
Imagine his joy! For the first time, he could walk without anyone carrying him.
He expected a few coins, but Jesus gave him something far greater.
This miracle revealed Christ's authority and compassion and opened the way for Peter to proclaim the gospel.

Does this mean everyone who prays in Jesus' name will be healed?
No. Jesus has power to heal, but He works according to His wisdom and will. Sometimes God heals immediately. Sometimes He works through treatment. Doctors, medicine, and medical treatments are gifts from God. We should use them wisely while trusting Him with our lives.
Sometimes He gives grace to endure suffering.
We must never conclude that someone remains sick simply because they lack faith.
Paul repeatedly prayed for his thorn in the flesh to be removed. But the Lord answered: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
God did not remove Paul's suffering but strengthened him to endure it.

Perhaps you have been praying for healing without seeing improvement. Do not lose heart. Jesus knows your suffering and hears your prayers.
We pray because Jesus is powerful. We surrender because Jesus is Lord.

2. Through Prayer
Jesus promised: “Whatever you ask in my name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).
Praying in Jesus' name does not mean demanding whatever we want. It means coming to God through Jesus and praying according to His will.

Consider a mother concerned about her adult son who has stopped attending church.
Whenever she speaks about faith, he changes the subject. The more she tries to persuade him, the more distant he becomes.
Finally, she realizes, “I cannot change his heart. But I can pray.”
Every morning, she prays: “Lord Jesus, I cannot change my son's heart, but You can. Please draw him back to You.”
She continues praying even when nothing changes.

Then imagine that one Sunday, her son unexpectedly says, “Mom, I would like to go to church with you today.” What joy that would bring!

Sometimes God answers our prayers in ways we can clearly see. But not every prayer is answered as we hope. Some parents pray for years without seeing their children return to God. Some believers pray for healing but continue suffering.
Yet our prayers are not wasted.
First John 5:14 says: “If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” There are people we cannot change and problems we cannot solve. But we can bring them before the One who has all authority.
Do not give up praying for your children, spouse, friends, or anyone far from God.
Bring them to Jesus. Trust His power, His wisdom, and His timing.

3. Through Victory Over the Powers of Evil
Jesus' authority is also revealed through His victory over evil.
We cannot overcome Satan through our own strength. But Jesus has authority over every power of evil.
In Mark 5, Jesus encountered a demon-possessed man. The evil spirit cried out: “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” (Mark 5:7).
The spirit recognized Jesus' authority. When Jesus commanded the unclean spirits to leave, they obeyed.

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus decisively defeated the powers of evil. Colossians 2:15 says Christ disarmed the powers and authorities and triumphed over them through the cross.
Therefore, believers need not live in fear of Satan.

However, Christians still face temptation and spiritual struggles. We must stand firm in Christ. James 4:7 says: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
Notice the order: First, submit to God. Then, resist the devil.
We stand against evil through faith, obedience, prayer, and God's Word.

When temptation comes, turn to Jesus. When fear overwhelms you, remember His promises. When Satan accuses you of past sins, remember Christ's death and resurrection. If you belong to Christ, you are no longer under condemnation (Romans 8:1).
Our confidence is not in our own strength but in the victory of Jesus Christ.

III. How Should We Respond to the Power of Jesus' Name?
1. Surrender Every Area of Your Life to Jesus' Lordship
Jesus is not only our Savior but also our Lord.
After the healing, the amazed crowd stared at Peter and John. But Peter refused to take the glory.
He asked: “Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?” (Acts 3:12).
Peter recognized that the power belonged to Jesus. Likewise, we must recognize that our lives belong to Him.

If Jesus is truly our Lord, we must obey Him and seek His glory in everything.

Consider a Christian employee whose supervisor asks him to change numbers on a company report.
“Everybody does this,” the supervisor says. “No one will know.”
The employee fears losing his job because he must support his family. But he remembers that Jesus is his Lord.
He respectfully answers, “I'm sorry, but I cannot put information on the report that I know is not true.”
Then he prays:
“Lord Jesus, my life belongs to You. I will obey You and trust You with the consequences.”

This is surrender to Jesus' Lordship.
Surrender often happens through everyday choices.
When money tempts us to compromise, but Jesus tells us to be faithful, whom will we obey?
When anger pushes us to take revenge, but Jesus tells us to forgive, whom will we obey?
When we want to follow our own desires, but Jesus tells us to follow Him, whom will we obey?
Our daily choices reveal who is truly Lord of our lives.

Does Jesus have only my Sunday worship, or every day of my week? Does He have my money, family, work, relationships, and future?
Surrender means saying: “Lord, whatever You want me to do, I will do. Wherever You lead me, I will follow. Whatever You have given me, I will use for Your glory.”
True surrender to Jesus leads to compassionate service.

2. Serve People in the Power of Jesus' Name
At the temple gate, many people passed by the lame man. But Peter and John stopped and gave him their attention.
Acts 3:4 says: “Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!’”
Before experiencing Jesus' healing power, the man received the personal attention of His servants.

Sometimes the first way we show Christ's love is by stopping, listening, and caring for someone others have overlooked.
We may not perform Peter's miracle, but we can show Christ's compassion.

Imagine a woman receiving a call from a friend who has lost her job.
Her friend says, “I have bills to pay, and I am worried about my family.”
The woman cannot offer a job or solve all her problems. But she says, “I cannot solve all your problems, but I can stand with you. Let us pray together.”
She prays: “Lord Jesus, You know her needs. Give her strength and peace. Open a door for a new job. Guide her steps and provide for her family.”
She also continues helping practically—encouraging her, searching for jobs, bringing meals, and making helpful phone calls.

This is Christian love in action.
You may lack money, influence, or special ability, but you can listen, encourage, pray, share the gospel, and offer practical help.
Is someone sick and in need of encouragement? Lonely and longing for friendship? Struggling financially? Far from God?

Do not simply pass by. Stop. Listen. Care. Pray. Serve.
Money can meet material needs, but it cannot forgive sins or solve all of life’s complicated problems. Only Jesus can meet our deepest spiritual need.
Therefore, serve people through compassionate actions and the life-giving gospel of Jesus. Trust Jesus to care for them in ways beyond what we can do. 


