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The Light of the World
John 9:1–7
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

We all experience times of darkness in our lives—through sickness, financial difficulties, family conflicts, disappointments, or the loss of loved ones. During such times, we may wonder, "Why is this happening to me? What have I done wrong? What is God's purpose in allowing this to happen?" We may feel as though we are walking through a dark tunnel, not knowing when we will see the light again.

But today's Bible passage gives us wonderful hope.
Jesus declares in John 9:5, "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." Jesus came to overcome the darkness of sin and bring us the light of life.

In today's passage, Jesus meets a man blind from birth. Through this encounter, He teaches us how to understand suffering from God's perspective and reveals His power to transform our lives.
Let us consider two ways Jesus brings light into our lives.

I. Jesus Gives Us a New Perspective on Suffering (John 9:1–3)
Perspective makes a great difference in how we respond to life's difficulties.

Imagine two people looking out of a window on a rainy morning.
One complains, "What a terrible day! The rain has ruined all my plans."
The other says, "Look at the rain! The trees and flowers desperately need this water."
Both see the same rain, but from different perspectives.
One sees only inconvenience. The other sees the possibility of something good.

Of course, serious suffering is far more painful than an inconvenient rainy day. We should never ignore or minimize that pain. But how we view suffering can influence how we respond to it. In John 9, Jesus teaches His disciples to see suffering from a very different perspective.

John 9:1 says:
"As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth."
The man had never seen the sunlight, the beauty of nature, or the faces of his loved ones. His blindness brought many difficulties, and he had been begging (John 9:8).

When the disciples saw him, they asked:
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2). They assumed his blindness must have resulted from someone's particular sin.

But Jesus answered:
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him" (John 9:3). Jesus was not saying that the man and his parents had never sinned. He was rejecting the assumption that his blindness was punishment for a particular sin. Rather than explaining why the man was born blind, Jesus directed His disciples' attention to what God was about to do in his life.

The disciples saw a problem to explain. Jesus saw a person to love and an opportunity to reveal God's glory.

Jesus did more than correct the disciples' misunderstanding. He demonstrated God's compassion and power by healing the man. 

From Jesus' response, we learn two important lessons: how to respond to others who suffer and how to face suffering in our own lives.

First, how should we respond to others who suffer? 
We should respond with compassion rather than judgment.
When someone becomes seriously ill, loses a job, or experiences tragedy, instead of asking, "What did this person do wrong?" we should ask, "How can I show the love of Christ?"
We should listen, encourage, pray, and offer practical help to those who suffer.

Second, how should we face our own suffering? 
We should trust God's goodness even when we do not understand His purposes.
When difficulties come, we may blame ourselves, blame others, or wonder whether God has abandoned us.
But Jesus teaches us that even in the midst of human suffering, God can reveal His power and accomplish His good purposes.

Romans 8:28-29 reminds us that God works in all things for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.

This does not mean that every painful experience will end the way we desire. But God works for the ultimate good of His people, shaping us to become more like Jesus Christ.
Sickness is painful. Death brings sorrow. Broken relationships cause deep wounds.
But God is greater than all these things.
He can bring comfort out of sorrow, perseverance out of trials, and spiritual growth out of difficulties.
Sometimes He changes our circumstances. Sometimes He changes us as we walk through them.

Perhaps some of you are going through difficult times today. You may be struggling with sickness, financial worries, or family conflicts. Perhaps you have prayed for a long time, but nothing seems to change.
Remember that your suffering does not mean Jesus has condemned or abandoned you. He sees you, knows your pain, and understands your fears.
Trusting Jesus does not mean that we will never feel afraid, discouraged, or sorrowful. Even faithful believers sometimes struggle with painful questions.
But we do not have to face those struggles alone.
Bring your questions, tears, and burdens to Him.
You can honestly pray, "Lord, I do not understand what is happening. I am tired. I am afraid. Please help me."
God's grace is not limited to removing our difficulties. He can also give us strength, peace, and purpose while they remain.
We may not always understand why we suffer, but we can trust the One who walks with us through our suffering.
This is the new perspective Jesus gives us: even in our darkest circumstances, we can trust God's goodness because Jesus sees us, cares for us, and continues His work in our lives.

Jesus not only changes how we see our suffering. He also has the power to bring light into our darkness. Let us now see how Jesus demonstrated that power in the life of the man born blind.

II. Jesus Brings Light Through His Transforming Power (John 9:4–7)
Jesus did not simply correct the disciples' misunderstanding about suffering. He took action to help the blind man.
Jesus not only changes how we see suffering. He also has the power to transform our lives.
Jesus said in verses 4–5:
"As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
Jesus knew that His earthly ministry was limited. He was determined to accomplish His Father's work.
Notice that Jesus said, "We must do the works of him who sent me."
He called His disciples to participate in God's work. As His followers, we too are called to show God's love through our actions.
Jesus is more than a wise teacher or a miracle worker. He is the eternal Son of God who came to save us from sin and spiritual darkness.
In John 8:12, Jesus declares:
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."

Without Christ, we may have physical sight but remain spiritually blind. We may gain knowledge, wealth, and success, yet fail to recognize God.
Jesus came to open our spiritual eyes so that we might know God, receive forgiveness, and have eternal life.

In today's passage, Jesus demonstrated His power by healing the man born blind.
Verses 6–7 tell us:
"Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 'Go,' he told him, 'wash in the Pool of Siloam' (this word means 'Sent'). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing."
What an extraordinary miracle!
For the first time, the man could see the sunlight, the sky, and the faces of people around him. Jesus had brought physical light into his darkness.

But why did Jesus use mud?
The Bible does not explain every reason. Yet the healing came from Jesus, not from any special power in the mud or water.
Jesus healed blind people in different ways. In Matthew 9:27–31, He touched their eyes. In Mark 8:22–25, He used saliva and laid His hands on a blind man. In Luke 18:35–43, He restored sight through His spoken command.
The methods differed, but the source of healing was the same: the power of Jesus Christ.
This reminds us that God's ways are not limited to our expectations.
When we are sick, we want immediate healing. When we face financial problems, we want quick solutions. When our families experience conflict, we want peace restored.

But God's wisdom is greater than ours.
Sometimes He answers our prayers as we expect. Sometimes He works in unexpected ways. Sometimes His answer is different from what we desire. Isaiah 55:8–9 reminds us:
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts." We can trust God even when we do not understand His ways.

Now consider the blind man's response.
Although he did not fully understand who Jesus was, he obeyed His command to wash in the Pool of Siloam.
The Bible says:
"So the man went and washed, and came home seeing."
His obedience did not produce the healing. Jesus healed him. But his response teaches us to trust and follow Jesus even when we do not fully understand His ways.

There is an even greater lesson in this miracle.
As we continue reading John 9, we discover that the man gradually came to understand who Jesus was.
At first, he called Him "the man they call Jesus" (John 9:11). Later, he recognized Jesus as a prophet (John 9:17).
Finally, Jesus revealed Himself to him. The man responded:
"Lord, I believe," and he worshiped Him (John 9:38).

What a wonderful transformation!
Jesus opened the man's physical eyes. But He gave him an even greater blessing: He opened his spiritual eyes to recognize Jesus as his Lord and worship Him.
Physical healing is a wonderful gift, but it is temporary in this life. Even those who are healed will eventually die.
But the salvation Jesus gives is eternal.

Through His death on the cross, Jesus paid the penalty for our sins. Through His resurrection, He conquered sin and death. Everyone who trusts in Him receives forgiveness and eternal life.
Jesus came not merely to change our circumstances but to change our hearts and restore our relationship with God.

Imagine a man who loses his job after twenty years of faithful service.
He worries about supporting his family. For months, he searches for work without success.
During this difficult time, he begins reading the Bible and praying more regularly. Gradually, his relationship with Jesus grows deeper.
His circumstances have not changed, but his heart has changed. He discovers new peace and hope in Christ.
He realizes that knowing Jesus and trusting Him with his future are greater blessings than simply finding another job.

This is one way Jesus transforms our lives.
He may not always remove our difficulties immediately, but He can strengthen our faith, renew our hope, and draw us closer to Himself.

Jesus is still the Light of the World.
If you have not yet trusted Jesus as your Savior, come to Him in faith. He offers forgiveness and eternal life.
If you already belong to Him, continue trusting and following Him, even when your path seems dark.
The greatest transformation Jesus brings is not merely a change in our circumstances, but a new life in Him.
Let us follow Jesus, the Light of the World, and allow His light to guide and transform our lives.
