                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

ESF International Church 
Sunday Worship Service
8/23/2026

Worship Songs ………………………………….Together with Band

Bible Reading and Prayer
English Bible Reading ………Philippians 4:4-7……......Leo Gavarin
English Prayer ……………….…….….…...…….….Byung O Cheon
Spanish Prayer …...………………...……………...Bertha Fernandez 


Prelude Music  ………………….……………………...Sound Room
                     (What a Fellowship What a Joy Divine)


Message ………………The Secret of Lasting Joy 
                                                       …………. Pastor Timothy Hong                             


Announcement   …………………………….………………....Pastor

Offering……………………………….......……………... …Together
                   (Offering music…Joy Comes in the Morning)
Closing Praise …………………………......………………..Together                
(Walking in Sunlight)

Prayer of Blessing …………………...……………….………..Pastor













































[bookmark: _Hlk102893191]Today’s Sermon Outline






The Secret of Lasting Joy
Philippians 4:4–7

1. Rejoice in the Lord in all circumstances
Paul wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always,” while imprisoned. His joy did not depend on favorable circumstances but on Christ. Money, success, possessions, and people’s approval can disappear, but Christ never changes. In Him we have forgiveness, God’s presence, resurrection hope, and eternal life. Therefore, when circumstances trouble us, we can look beyond them to Christ and find lasting joy in Him. 

2. Let your gentleness be evident to all people
Difficult people can easily rob us of joy. Paul calls us to respond with gentleness—through forbearance, mercy, and self-control. Rather than insisting on our rights, retaliating, or trying to control others, we remember God’s mercy toward us and follow Christ’s example. Because “the Lord is near,” we can entrust offenses to Him and respond with grace. 

3. Present your requests to God with thanksgiving
When anxiety fills our hearts, Paul tells us to turn our worries into prayer. We can bring every concern to God with thanksgiving, remembering His past faithfulness and His love shown through Christ. Though circumstances may not immediately change, God’s peace guards our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Application Questions:
1. Is my joy centered on Christ or controlled by my circumstances and other people? 
2. Is there someone who is difficult for me to deal with, and how can I respond to that person with Christlike gentleness, mercy, and self-control?
3. What anxiety do I need to bring to God today with prayer and thanksgiving? 





Announcements
1. We warmly welcome all newcomers and visitors to our worship service today, especially the fathers who are visiting our church for the first time.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk169924917]If you have any prayer requests, fill out the prayer request on the offering envelope and drop it in the offering basket. Also, you may call or text Pastor at 773-802-1112.

3. After the worship service, there will be lunch fellowship in the fellowship hall prepared by Spanish Group. Next Sunday’s food will be provided by Filipino Group. 

4. Prayer Requests: 
1).  Pray for the Lord’s healing mercy upon
- Gerry Lomoton, who is undergoing chemotherapy for lung cancer.
- Jill Wendt, who needs financial support for ongoing dialysis treatment and a kidney transplant. 
[bookmark: _Hlk136621176]-  Rosalinda, Rocío’s mother, who is recovering from recent blood transfusion. 
2). Pray for the Lord's favor upon those who are looking for jobs: 
- Samuel Atonson, Pedro Malonda, Andris Rodriguez

3). Pray for the Lord’s traveling mercies upon Isaac Atonson, who will leave Chicago for Arizona this Wednesday to begin his fall semester at college.

Next Sunday (8/30 2026) Sermon
	Preacher
	Text
	Title 

	Timothy Hong
	Matthew 5:5
	Conquering the Earth 
Through Meekness



Worship Leaders and Offering Ushers
	Date
	Bible Reading 
	Prayer
	Offering Usher

	Today 
(8/23/2026)
	Leo Gavarin 
	Byung O Cheon
Bertha Fernandez
	Jovany Cortes
Serin Babu

	Next Sunday
(8/30/2026)
	Lynnie Atonson
	Jobin John
Analis Gomez
	Jovany Cortes
Serin Babu
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Missionaries
Rolando Sanchez – Campus ministry in Peru
Miguelina Martinez–  Campus ministry in Dominican Republic
Jordan Custorio – Campus ministry in the Philippines
[bookmark: _Hlk132466978]Paul Uzoma –Campus ministry in Benin, Africa
Fernando Rodríguez – Ministry for Young people in Cuba
Elio Guedez– Local Church Ministry in Venezuela

Ministers and Staff
[bookmark: _Hlk482519558]Senior Pastor – Timothy Hong (773-802-1112)
[bookmark: _Hlk482519548]African Ministry – Samuel Lebbie (773-921-7429) 
Indian Ministry – Jobin John (708-501-8715)
Spanish Ministry – Bertha Fernandez (773-600-0100)
                                Raul Navarro (847-773-7176) 
Sunday school teachers 
       Toddlers – Kelly Fernandez (312-241-4553)
       Elementary – Steve Makris (708-867-8716)
       Junior high and High School- Joy Dulaney (847-990-0265)
[bookmark: _Hlk136621807]       
Administration & Campus Ministry – Richard Shaffer (612-208-7087)
Worship Band Leader – Jennylyn Guillen (773-627-3946)
Media Ministry- Gigi Alberto (773-808-3106), Robin Matthew (312-493-0444)
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