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God's Compassion for All People
Jonah 4:1–11
But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.”
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?”

A Christian woman named Peggy had a neighbor whose dog barked frequently and disturbed her peace. The problem became so serious that Peggy decided to take her neighbor to court.
One day, her father-in-law, a devoted Christian, reminded her that Jesus calls us to love our enemies.

Peggy began to examine her heart. Instead of continuing the conflict, she visited her neighbor, apologized for her part in the disagreement, and expressed her desire to live peacefully.

A few weeks later, the neighbor asked to borrow money to buy milk for her daughter. Despite their past conflict, Peggy gave her twenty dollars. Gradually, their relationship improved. The problem with the dog was resolved, and the two women became friends.

What changed?
The most important change began in Peggy's own heart.
Instead of allowing resentment to control her, she chose to follow Jesus' teaching and show compassion.

Have you ever been deeply hurt or treated unfairly by someone? Have you struggled to forgive that person?
Sometimes we want God's mercy for ourselves but His judgment for those who have hurt us.

In a much greater way, Jonah struggled with this same attitude.
When the people of Nineveh repented, God showed them mercy. But instead of rejoicing, Jonah became angry because God had spared his enemies.

In today's passage, God teaches Jonah—and us—to overcome resentment, accept His mercy toward those we consider undeserving, and develop a compassionate heart toward all people.

Let us consider two important lessons.

I. Accept God's Compassion for All People (Jonah 4:1–4)
God commanded Jonah to go to Nineveh and proclaim His message of judgment. Nineveh was an important city of Assyria, a powerful nation known for its cruelty and violence. The Assyrians were enemies of Israel.

At first, Jonah refused to go. He boarded a ship heading toward Tarshish, in the opposite direction.
But God intervened through a great storm and a great fish. Eventually, Jonah obeyed and went to Nineveh.
He proclaimed God's warning:
"Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown" (Jonah 3:4).

Something remarkable happened.
The people of Nineveh believed God's message. From the greatest to the least, they humbled themselves and turned from their evil ways. Even the king called the people to repent.
When God saw their repentance, He withheld the announced judgment.

We might expect Jonah to rejoice because God had used his preaching to bring an entire city to repentance.

But Jonah reacted differently.
Jonah 4:1 says:
"But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry."
Why was Jonah angry?
He explained in verse 2:
"I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity."
Jonah knew that God was gracious, compassionate, and merciful.

But Jonah gladly received God's mercy for himself while resisting God’s mercy toward the people of Nineveh.
His anger became so intense that he said:
"Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live" (verse 3).

What a tragic response!
Jonah could not rejoice in God's wonderful work because his heart was moving in the opposite direction from God's heart.

Illustration - Imagine a mother whose teenage son had been bullied by a classmate for months.
The mother was deeply angry and wanted the boy to face consequences.
But one day, the classmate sincerely apologized, and her son decided to forgive him.
"How can you forgive him after everything he did to you?" she asked.
Her son replied, "Mom, I know he hurt me. But he is sorry, and I don't want to keep hating him."
Although the wrongdoing still needed to be addressed, the mother struggled to accept her son's willingness to forgive.
The mother and her son looked at the same person with very different hearts.

Sometimes our relationship with God is like that.
God wants to forgive and restore repentant sinners, but we may still want Him to punish them.
God wants us to rejoice over someone's repentance, but we may continue holding on to bitterness.

When our hearts resist God's compassionate purposes, we lose the joy of participating in His wonderful work.
Sometimes we think certain people do not deserve God's compassion.
But God's mercy is greater than our limited understanding of fairness.
This does not mean that God ignores evil or abandons justice.
God called the Ninevites to repentance, and when they turned from their wicked ways, He showed them mercy.

God is both just and merciful. He calls sinners to repentance and graciously receives those who turn from their wicked ways.
Think about someone who has hurt you.
You may feel that the person does not deserve forgiveness.
But remember:
God's grace is not something we earn because we deserve it. It is something we receive because He is merciful.
If God has been merciful to us, should we not show mercy to others?
Forgiveness does not mean excusing wrongdoing or automatically restoring trust. Genuine reconciliation may require repentance, accountability, and time.

But we must not allow hatred and bitterness to rule our hearts.
God calls us to trust His justice and reflect His mercy.
Jonah knew God's compassion, but his heart resisted it.
How could God change such a stubborn heart?
Let us consider how God patiently sought to teach Jonah to become compassionate toward others.

II. God Teaches Us to Be Compassionate Toward All People, Including Our Enemies (Jonah 4:4–11)

1. Through His Gentleness and Patience (Verse 4)
Although Jonah became angry with God, God did not abandon him.
Instead, God asked:
"Is it right for you to be angry?" (verse 4)
Notice how gently God dealt with Jonah. Rather than responding with anger, He invited Jonah to examine his heart.

God had already shown remarkable patience toward Jonah.
When Jonah disobeyed, God sent a storm to stop him. When Jonah was thrown into the sea, God provided a great fish to preserve his life. Then He gave Jonah another opportunity to obey.

Even after Jonah became angry at God's mercy toward Nineveh, God continued teaching him.
What a patient and gracious God!
God is wonderfully patient with us, even when we are spiritually immature or stubborn.

Yet His patience does not mean that He approves of our disobedience. Because He loves us, He corrects and disciplines us to transform our hearts. Hebrews 12:6 reminds us that the Lord disciplines those He loves.

Sometimes we struggle with anger or find it difficult to forgive. Yet God patiently works in our lives through His Word, His Spirit, and difficult circumstances.

As God treats us with patience, He teaches us to treat others in the same way. 
Perhaps you have been praying for someone to change—a family member, a friend, or someone in our church.
You have tried to help, but the person continues to disappoint you. You may be tempted to give up.
Remember how patiently God dealt with Jonah, and how patiently He has dealt with you.

We cannot change another person's heart, but we can continue to pray, speak the truth in love, and trust God to work.
God's patience toward us should become our patience toward others.

2. By Reminding Us of His Grace (Verses 5–11)
God used a simple object lesson to teach Jonah about His compassion.
After preaching to Nineveh, Jonah went outside the city, built a shelter, and waited to see what would happen. Perhaps he still hoped God would punish the city.
Verse 6 says:
"Then the Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort."
Jonah was delighted because the plant protected him from the heat.

But the next morning, God provided a worm that caused the plant to wither. Then He sent a scorching wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah's head.
Jonah became so angry that he wished to die.
God asked:
"Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?" (verse 9).
Then God explained:
"You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow... And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?" (verses 10–11).
What was God teaching Jonah?

First, God wanted Jonah to recognize how much more valuable human lives were than his personal comfort.
Jonah had not planted or cared for the plant. Yet when it died, he became angry because he had lost his comfort. He cared deeply about a temporary plant but showed little concern for the people of Nineveh.
What a contradiction!

Jonah wanted God's mercy for himself but judgment for his enemies.
Through this lesson, God challenged Jonah to see people through His compassionate eyes.

Every human being is created in God's image and has dignity and value before Him.
Ezekiel 33:11 reminds us that God does not delight in the death of the wicked but calls them to repent and live.

God's compassion reaches out even to those who are spiritually lost, calling them to repentance and offering them mercy.

Think about our neighbors, friends, and family members who do not yet know Jesus Christ.
When we look at people who are different from us—even those who oppose us—do we see enemies to avoid, or precious souls whom God loves?

A compassionate heart not only forgives those who hurt us but also longs to bring the message of salvation to those who do not know Christ. God calls us not only to feel compassion for the lost but also to demonstrate that compassion by praying for them, loving them, and sharing the gospel with them.

Second, God's lesson to Jonah reminds us that we must extend to others the same grace we have received from Him.
Without God's intervention, Jonah would have perished in the sea. Without God's provision, he would not have enjoyed the shade of the plant.
Yet Jonah seemed to forget how much mercy he had received.
Isn't this sometimes true of us?

We receive God's blessings every day but easily forget that they come from His grace.
Above all, God's grace has brought us salvation through Jesus Christ.
We have received so much mercy from God. How, then, can we refuse to show mercy to others?

The more deeply we understand God's grace toward us, the more willing we should become to extend grace to others.
Sometimes we hold on to bitterness toward those who have hurt us, allowing resentment to rob us of peace and joy.
But God's grace can help us release resentment and entrust justice to Him.
Romans 12:21 says:
"Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."

Victory does not always mean that the person who hurts us changes or apologizes.
But through God's grace, we can refuse to let bitterness control our hearts. We can pray for those who have hurt us and leave judgment in God's hands.

We have the greatest example of compassion in Jesus Christ.
Jesus said in Matthew 5:44:
"Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you."
Jesus demonstrated this love through His death on the cross.
Romans 5:8 says:
"But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."
Romans 5:10 also reminds us that while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son.

If Jesus loved us while we were still sinners, should we not learn to love those who have sinned against us?
We cannot produce this kind of love through our own strength.
But as we remember Christ's love and depend on His grace, the Holy Spirit can transform our hearts.
He can replace hatred with compassion, bitterness with peace, and resentment with a willingness to forgive.
This is the transforming power of God's grace in our lives.

Conclusion
The book of Jonah ends with God's question:
"And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh?" (Jonah 4:11).
The Bible does not tell us Jonah's answer. Perhaps God wants each of us to answer that question personally.

Do we share God's compassion for those who are different from us? 
Are we willing to forgive those who have hurt us? 
Do we care about those who do not yet know Christ? 
God's compassion must become more than something we believe; it must become something we practice.

God has shown us wonderful mercy through Jesus Christ. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Now He calls us to share that same compassion with others.
If you are struggling to forgive someone, ask the Lord to heal your heart and replace bitterness with compassion.
Remember God's grace toward you, and share His grace with others—even those who have hurt you.
May the Lord help us not only receive His compassion but also share it with the world.
