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Finding and Fulfilling the Purpose of Life
Jeremiah 1:4–10
4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
6 “Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.”
7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”
Introduction
In ancient Israel, King Solomon possessed extraordinary wisdom, wealth, power, and honor. He was famous throughout the world for his wisdom. According to 1 Kings 4:32, he spoke three thousand proverbs and composed 1,005 songs. Three books of the Bible—Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs—are traditionally associated with Solomon.

People came from distant countries to hear his wisdom. He enjoyed nearly everything that people desire in life.
Yet the book of Ecclesiastes reminds us that wealth, wisdom, pleasure, and worldly achievements cannot provide lasting meaning and satisfaction apart from God.
Ecclesiastes declares, “Meaningless! Meaningless! ... Everything is meaningless!” (Ecclesiastes 12:8).
The writer is not saying that life has no value. Rather, he is showing that everything in this world is temporary and cannot provide ultimate meaning apart from our Creator.

A person may become wealthy, successful, and famous, yet still ask, “What is the meaning of all my achievements? What am I living for?”
If we do not know the true purpose of our lives, even our greatest achievements may leave us feeling empty.

But when we know why God created us and what He calls us to live for, we can live with direction, hope, and a deeper sense of meaning, even when we experience failure, suffering, or disappointment.

Then how can we discover the purpose of our lives? And how can we fulfill that purpose? Today, through God's calling of Jeremiah, we will consider two important questions:
First, how can we find the purpose of our lives?
Second, how can we fulfill the purpose God has given us?

I. Finding the Purpose of Life (Jeremiah 1:4–5)
1. Recognize God as the Creator of Your Life
What is the purpose of human life? Where did my life come from? Why am I here? What should I live for?
Throughout history, people have searched for answers through philosophy, science, and religion. But the Bible teaches that to discover our life's purpose, we must begin with God, our Creator, not with ourselves.

After examining the limitations of human achievements, Ecclesiastes concludes: “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).
The ultimate meaning of life is found in knowing God, honoring Him, and living according to His will.
In Jeremiah 1:5, God said, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.”
The Hebrew word yatsar (יָצַר), translated “formed,” means to shape or fashion, as a potter shapes clay. God personally formed Jeremiah and knew him before his birth. He also appointed him for a special mission.

Although Jeremiah's calling was unique, God is the Creator of every human life.
Genesis 1:27 says, “So God created mankind in his own image.”
God created us in His image to reflect His character, live in fellowship with Him, and care for His creation. Above all, He created us to glorify Him.
Paul says, “Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).

Therefore, the ultimate purpose of your life is not simply to become wealthy, famous, or successful. It is to know God, glorify Him, and live according to His will.
Your career, family responsibilities, and personal achievements are important. But they should serve this greater purpose.
Our circumstances may change, but our ultimate purpose remains the same: to glorify God.

2. Discover God's Calling for Your Life
In Jeremiah 1:5, God continued, “Before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
God appointed Jeremiah to proclaim His Word to Judah and the nations. This was Jeremiah's unique calling.

Although we are not called to be prophets like Jeremiah, God also calls us to live according to His purposes.
Jesus said, “If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit” (John 15:5).
He also said, “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit” (John 15:8).
Every Christian is called to remain in Christ, become more like Him, love others, and bear fruit for God's glory.

However, God gives us different gifts, responsibilities, and opportunities. Some serve as pastors, teachers, or missionaries. Others serve through their families, occupations, churches, and communities.
Our ultimate purpose is the same, but the ways we serve God are different.
You do not have to imitate someone else's personality, talents, or achievements. God calls you to become more like Christ while faithfully using the abilities He has given you.
You may not be as talented, educated, or wealthy as others. But your life is no less valuable.

Your worth does not depend on what you possess or accomplish. You are precious because God created you in His image.

God's purpose for our lives is often expressed through ordinary opportunities to love and serve others.

In 2020, Doramise Moreau, a 60-year-old widow working as a part-time janitor in Miami, saw many families struggling with hunger during the pandemic.
Though she had little money, she began cooking meals for those in need. With help from her church, she prepared about 1,000 free meals every week.
She had no wealth, fame, or special position. But her faith inspired her to serve others with love.

Doramise's life reminds us that our worth is not measured by wealth, status, or achievements. We are already precious because God created us in His image. Through faith in Christ, we can glorify God by using even our limited resources to love and serve others.

For believers, there is an even greater blessing. We belong to Jesus Christ, who loved us and redeemed us with His precious blood (1 Peter 1:18–19).
But sin has separated us from God. Instead of glorifying Him, we have lived for ourselves.
Therefore, we need more than a meaningful goal. We need reconciliation with God.
The good news is that Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again to give us new life. Through repentance and faith in Him, we receive forgiveness and are restored to fellowship with God.
Ephesians 2:8–10 teaches that we are saved by grace through faith, not by our works, but are created in Christ to do good works.

We do not earn salvation by fulfilling God's purpose. Rather, God's saving grace enables us to live for His glory.
Therefore, the first and greatest step toward finding your life's purpose is to know God through Jesus Christ.
When we belong to Christ, we no longer live merely for ourselves, but for the Lord who died and rose again for us.

Knowing God's purpose is one thing; fulfilling it is another. Even when we know what God calls us to do, we may feel too weak or inadequate to obey. Jeremiah experienced the same struggle.

II. Fulfilling the Purpose of Life (Jeremiah 1:6–10)
1. Overcome Your Fear and Inadequacy Through God's Presence (Verses 6–8)
The Bible honestly describes the weaknesses and failures of God's servants. God often accomplishes His purposes through ordinary people who depend on Him.
When God called Jeremiah to be a prophet, he felt inadequate and said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD ... I do not know how to speak; I am too young” (Jeremiah 1:6).
Moses responded similarly when God called him to lead Israel: “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?” (Exodus 3:11). Gideon also said, “My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family” (Judges 6:15).

All three felt inadequate, but God called them to trust not in their abilities but in His presence and power.

God told Jeremiah, “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you” (Jeremiah 1:8).
God did not promise Jeremiah an easy life. He would face rejection, persecution, and suffering. Yet God promised to remain with him and sustain him through his mission.
God gave Moses and Gideon the same assurance: “I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12; Judges 6:16).

Likewise, when Jesus commissioned His disciples to make disciples of all nations, He promised, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

God's work ultimately depends not on our strength, but on His presence and power.

In 1855, Edward Kimball, a timid Sunday school teacher in Boston, stood nervously outside a shoe store. He wanted to share the gospel with a young salesman, Dwight Moody, but fear made him walk past the entrance.
Finally, gathering his courage, he entered, found Moody working, placed a hand on his shoulder, and spoke of Christ's love.
That simple conversation helped lead Moody to Christ, who later became a great evangelist.
Kimball did not know what God would accomplish through his simple act of obedience. He only knew that he needed to overcome his fear and faithfully share Christ's love.

When God calls us to serve Him, we may feel inadequate because of our age, education, experience, or abilities.
But God does not require us to possess every ability before we obey Him. He calls us to depend on His grace.
The Lord told Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
Our weaknesses can become opportunities to experience God's sustaining power.

Therefore, do not allow fear or inadequacy to prevent you from serving the Lord. By God's grace, you can faithfully follow His calling, even when the results are uncertain or the journey is difficult. 

God not only promised His presence to Jeremiah but also equipped him for his mission.

2. Use the Gifts God Has Given You (Verses 9–10)
In verse 9, God touched Jeremiah's mouth and said, “I have put my words in your mouth.”
God gave Jeremiah what he needed most: His own words.

In verse 10, God appointed Jeremiah “to uproot and tear down ... to build and to plant.”
Jeremiah was called to proclaim both God's judgment against sin and His promise of restoration and hope. His responsibility was to faithfully deliver God's message.

Likewise, God equips believers to serve Him, although our calling differs from Jeremiah's prophetic ministry.
Jesus calls us to witness to Him and build up His church.
He promised, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).

The Holy Spirit empowers us to witness for Christ and gives believers different gifts to build up His church.
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul compares the church to a human body. Each part has a different function, but every part is necessary.
Likewise, some believers preach or teach, while others encourage, pray, welcome newcomers, help those in need, or serve quietly behind the scenes.
No gift is insignificant when used faithfully for God's glory and the good of others.
You may not be able to preach, sing beautifully, or lead a ministry. But you can encourage someone who is discouraged, visit a lonely person, or pray for those in need.

A mother caring for her children, a father working honestly for his family, or an elderly believer faithfully praying for others can all glorify God.

You do not have to accomplish extraordinary things to live a meaningful life before God. What matters is faithfulness.
In the parable of the talents, the servants received different amounts, but the faithful servants heard the same commendation: “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21, 23).
God values our faithfulness, not merely the size of our accomplishments.

Therefore, do not measure your worth by comparing yourself with others. Instead, thank God for the gifts He has given you and use them faithfully to serve Him.

Peter says, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others” (1 Peter 4:10).

As we use our gifts with humility, gratitude, and love, we fulfill God's purpose and discover the joy and contentment of serving Christ, even through life's difficulties.

Conclusion
Your life is not an accident. God created you in His image and calls you to live for His glory.
You may not be wealthy, famous, or especially talented. But your life is precious to God.

Jeremiah felt too young and inadequate to fulfill God's calling. Yet God assured him, “Do not be afraid ... for I am with you.”
The same Lord Jesus promises to be with His followers as they serve Him.

Therefore, do not compare yourself with others or allow fear to prevent you from serving God.
Instead, ask yourself:
Am I living for God's glory or merely for my own success?
Am I faithfully using the gifts and opportunities God has given me?
Remember, we find the purpose of life by knowing God through Jesus Christ, and we fulfill that purpose by depending on His grace and faithfully serving Him.
May the Lord help us live for His glory every day. 





