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Overseas Arrivals

Chart 1: Short-term international visitor arrivals to NSW vs. Australia*
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Chart 3: Monthly arrivals to NSW (share)
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Chart 2: Short-term international visitor arrivals to Australia: market share by state of stay
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(Chart 1) International visitation to Australia has maintained its recovery momentum since the
September quarter 2024. By September quarter 2025, short-term visitor arrivals were just
3.6% below the same period in 2019, signaling a near full rebound. Notably, NSW surpassed
its pre-pandemic levels, recording 0.5% more arrivals than in 2019 - a significant milestone for
the state.

(Chart 2) NSW remains the top destination for international visitors, attracting 37% of all
international arrivals to Australia in the September quarter 2025. This share represents a
modest increase of 1.5 percentage points compared to the September quarter 2019 and 0.4
percentage points increase on the same quarter last year.

This quarter, NSW recorded a higher share of international visitor arrivals than in the pre-
pandemic period, while Victoria and Queensland remain below their 2019 levels.

(Chart 3) Monthly visitor arrivals to NSW showed seasonal variation. December 2024 was the
peak month overall and for visitors traveling to see friends and relatives (VFR), while January
2025 recorded the highest share of Holiday visitors.

*Note: Data from 2021, 2022 and 2023 are omitted due to low arrival numbers
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Chart 4: Reason for journey to NSW: Market share What was the reason for their journey?
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Table 1: Arrivals to NSW, top five source markets* (country of residence)
(Table 1) In the September quarter 2025, China
Rank Sep QTR 2025 Sep QTR 2024 Sep QTR 2019 remained NSW’s leading source market for the
) ) ) second consecutive time, with arrivals reaching
1 China 132,570 China 113,720 China 147,220 132,570. New Zealand held its position as the
2  New Zealand 104,270  New Zealand 98,170  New Zealand 106,700 second-largest market, while the United States
moved up to third place, overtaking South Korea.
3 USA 70,950 Korea, South 63,830 USA 78,350
4 Korea, South 66,290 USA 60,750 Japan 44,050
5 UK, Cls & IOM 46,920 UK, Cls & IOM 39,160 UK, Cls & IOM 40,430

Overseas Departures

In the September quarter 2025, NSW recorded 776,420 international departures, which were almost the same as in the September quarter 2019. The most popular destinations were
China, New Zealand and the USA. Compared with the September quarter 2024, departures increased by 85,050 (up 12%).

*Note: Data from 2021, 2022 and 2023 are omitted due to low arrival numbers
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