Overseas Arrivals and Departures

March Quarter 2025

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
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Chart 1: Short-term International Visitor Arrivals to NSW vs. Australia*
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Chart 3: Monthly arrivals to NSW
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Chart 2: Short-term International Visitor Arrivals to Australia: Market Share by State of Stay
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(Chart 1) International visitation to Australia continues to recover but remains below pre-
pandemic levels. In the March quarter 2025, international short-term visitor arrivals to NSW
were 7.9% lower than in the March quarter 2019. This decline was smaller than the national
average, which was down 9.4% over the same period.

(Chart 2) NSW continues to lead in international visitor share, attracting 38.9% of all
international arrivals to Australia in the March quarter 2025. This was an increase of 0.6
percentage points compared to the March quarter 2019, and also higher than in the same
quarter last year.

Overall, NSW increased its share of international visitors compared to the pre-pandemic
period, while Victoria and Queensland experienced a decline in their respective shares.

(Chart 3) Monthly visitor arrivals to NSW varied throughout the year. December 2024 was the

most popular month overall and for those visiting friends and relatives (VFR),while January
2025 saw a spike in Holiday visitors to the state.

*Note: Data from 2021, 2022 and 2023 are omitted due to low arrival numbers
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Chart 4: Reason for journey to NSW: Market Share What was the reason for their journey?
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Table 1: Arrivals to NSW, top five source markets* (country of residence)

(Table 1) In the March quarter 2025, China re-
Rank QTR Mar-19 QTR Mar-24 QTR Mar-25 emerged as the top source market for NSW,
returning to its pre-pandemic ranking.

1 China 184,160 USA 126,160 China 132,790

> USA 129,440 China 121,010 USA 127,200 The Uplted States ranked second, down from first
place in the same quarter last year.

3 New Zealand 91,900 New Zealand 101,120 New Zealand 86,090
New Zealand maintained a stable position,

4 UK, Cls & IOM 83,420 UK, Cls & IOM 84,460 UK, Cls & IOM 84,610 consistently ranking third over recent years.

5 Korea, South 54,100 Korea, South 68,930 Korea, South 75,970

Overseas Departures

In the March quarter 2025, there were 932,490 international departures from NSW, which was 91% of March quarter 2019 departures. When compared with 2024, the number of
departures increased by 13,740 (up 1 per cent). The most popular destinations were the USA, China and New Zealand.

*Note: Data from 2021, 2022 and 2023 are omitted due to low arrival numbers
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