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October 12, 2025
Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:9 Loving Wealth or God?
4020 (xx minutes)

Slide (Search for Meaning)
Life is full of so many choices, isn’t it?
Choices about cell phones, which phone and which plan.  
Choices about cars to buy.  We literally have 100’s of options.
Choices about majors to take at Iowa State.  Dozens and dozens of possibilities. 

The number of choices can be helpful on the one hand.  But mostly it makes our decision making all the more painful.  

Let’s let God’s Word simplify things this morning.

Slide (Love Wealth…)
The Books of Wisdom in the Bible, specifically the Books of Ecclesiastes and Proverbs, offer only two primary choices in life.
Proverbs calls them paths.  Two paths we can walk on in life.  The Path of wisdom.  Of what is good and right.  And the Path of folly.  What is foolish and destructive.

And fundamentally these are moral paths.  Paths of right and wrong.  Good and evil.  Soul health and soul harm.

We are in Week 8 of a sermon series going through the Book called Ecclesiastes.

Our passage this morning is in Ecclesiastes 5 and 6.  [YOU MAY TURN THERE.]
The topic today for these two paths is money.  Wealth.  
We will be told there are two directions we can go.  Which one will we choose?


Passage

Ecclesiastes 5:8–6:9 (CSB) 
8 If you see oppression of the poor and perversion of justice and righteousness in the province, don’t be astonished at the situation, because one official protects another official, and higher officials protect them. 
9 The profit from the land is taken by all; the king is served by the field. 

10 The one who loves silver is never satisfied with silver, and whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with income. This too is futile. 
11 When good things increase, the ones who consume them multiply; what, then, is the profit to the owner, except to gaze at them with his eyes? 
12 The sleep of the worker is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of the rich permits him no sleep. 
13 There is a sickening tragedy I have seen under the sun: wealth kept by its owner to his harm. 
14 That wealth was lost in a bad venture, so when he fathered a son, he was empty-handed. 
15 As he came from his mother’s womb, so he will go again, naked as he came; he will take nothing for his efforts that he can carry in his hands. 
16 This too is a sickening tragedy: exactly as he comes, so he will go. What does the one gain who struggles for the wind? 
17 What is more, he eats in darkness all his days, with much frustration, sickness, and anger. 

18 Here is what I have seen to be good: It is appropriate to eat, drink, and experience good in all the labor one does under the sun during the few days of his life God has given him, because that is his reward. 
19 Furthermore, everyone to whom God has given riches and wealth, he has also allowed him to enjoy them, take his reward, and rejoice in his labor. This is a gift of God, 
20 for he does not often consider the days of his life because God keeps him occupied with the joy of his heart. 

1 Here is a tragedy I have observed under the sun, and it weighs heavily on humanity: 
2 God gives a person riches, wealth, and honor so that he lacks nothing of all he desires for himself, but God does not allow him to enjoy them. Instead, a stranger will enjoy them. This is futile and a sickening tragedy. 
3 A man may father a hundred children and live many years. No matter how long he lives, if he is not satisfied by good things and does not even have a proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 
4 For he comes in futility and he goes in darkness, and his name is shrouded in darkness. 
5 Though a stillborn child does not see the sun and is not conscious, it has more rest than he. 
6 And if a person lives a thousand years twice, but does not experience happiness, do not both go to the same place? 
7 All of a person’s labor is for his stomach, yet the appetite is never satisfied. 
8 What advantage then does the wise person have over the fool? What advantage is there for the poor person who knows how to conduct himself before others? 
9 Better what the eyes see than wandering desire. This too is futile and a pursuit of the wind. 


5:8-9 Oppression

Now let’s go back and look at this in more detail.

Slide (vs. 8-9)
Vs. 8
We read about oppression back in chapter 4.  The powerful oppress the weak.
The Teacher writes about it again.

He says, “Don’t be amazed when you see the poor being oppressed.”
Don’t be shocked when you see justice being perverted.  When you see greed by government officials.
We can’t be naïve that such things happen.
He’s warning us against ignorance.  Denial.

An error on the opposite side is to think that every rich person or powerful government official is an oppressor.  We can see from the Scriptures and perhaps from our own experiences that this simply isn’t true.

But here in vs. 8 the error is naivete.  The Teacher in his wisdom tells us that powerful people can and do oppress and extort the poor, so don’t be surprised when you see it.


5:10-17 Loving Wealth
Slide 
Vs. 10
Now in vs. 10, the Teacher begins a long section about wealth.  Riches.
Wealth itself is not the problem.  Money is not a problem.  Money is a-moral, not immoral.  It is morally neutral.

But our hearts are the problem.  When we love money, we will develop a thirst that cannot be quenched.
Loving wealth is like drinking salt water.  You actually become worse off.

From previous chapters, we know that the author, named “The Teacher,” is himself very, very wealthy.  He has all the money that our hearts could long for.  So his words carry some weight here when he speaks in wisdom about wealth.

Many of us may consider ourselves average in wealth or even on the poorer side.
But even we are not immune from longing for wealth.

Story:  I recall when my wife and I were in the middle of raising our four daughters many years ago.  We were adequately provided for, but I found myself longing for more.  
At first I thought, “It sure would be nice to have another $1000.”  But then I thought, “Well, as long as I’m dreaming, $5000 would be really nice.  OK, let’s make it $10,000.”
I kept longing for more.

This longing for more is what fuels the lottery and sports betting industries.

I’ve never bought a lottery ticket, and I don’t plan on doing so.  But I have had fleeting thoughts of what I would do if I won the $500 million Powerball.
But even then, what’s to stop me from dreaming of the $1 billion Powerball?

We feel sure that if we had lots of wealth, our troubles would go away.
No more worries.  We make mental lists of what we could buy.  And of course we’ll give lots away.  

But the Teacher here—from his heavenly insights— tells us we wouldn’t be satisfied.  We would simply want more.

His conclusion:  This is futility.  Vanity.  Like trying to grasp vapor.  There is nothing of substance.

Vs. 12
The average worker, while he may not even have all he needs, he has a level of contentment.  He can sleep at night.
But the rich person has more trouble sleeping.  He has more to keep track of.  More to collect.  More to manage.  More to lose.  And he still wonders, “How can I get more?”


Vs. 13-17
Then the Teacher observes a “sickening tragedy.”  The word “tragedy” in Hebrew means bad or evil.
So the thought here is, the Teacher observes a sickening evil.  Something terribly bad.

What is so bad?
Wealth kept by its owner to his harm (vs. 13)..
I believe he’s speaking of hoarding.  Holding on tightly to our money.  Doing whatever we can to keep it, not lose it.   Unwilling to give it away.  

And it gets worse.
(Vs. 14)  All that money may be lost in a bad venture.  Perhaps an investment gone bad.  A war happens and all is lost.  The 9th century B.C. version of the stock market crashes.  

Then he has children, and he has nothing left.  It’s all gone.

Then (vs. 15) he dies, and none of it goes with him.
He came into the world with nothing, and he leaves with nothing.
Have any of you ever seen a child born with pants on and a pocket full of money?
Have any of you ever been to a funeral and seen bags of money in the casket so the deceased can take it with him?

Silly!  The money lover is going to die and pass into the next world with absolutely nothing.
What does that person gain for all his toil and effort to gain all that money?

In vs. 16, the Teacher in wisdom tells us again that this is a sickening evil.

Vs. 17, the lover of wealth ends up in frustration and all sorts of pain in his soul.

All this is futile.  A chasing after the wind.  It’s a sickening evil.


At this point, we might wonder, “Where does God fit in all this?”  So far, the Teacher has not made mention of God even once.   But that is about to change.


5:18-20 What is Good

Vs. 5:18-20
Now we are getting to the core message of this passage.

Instead of a “sickening tragedy,” a nauseating evil, the Teacher now observes something good.
God is now mentioned for the first time.  And actually SIX times!
Underline these:
· Vs. 18 God has given
· Vs. 19 God has given.  And, “gift of God.”
· Vs. 20 God keeps 
· Vs. 2 God gives.  And, “God does not allow.”

So in vs. 18, what is this good thing the Teacher observes?
It is good to find satisfaction in all of our toil here on earth.  It is good to enjoy our work.  Why?  
Because God himself has given us a certain number of days to live and enjoy life.

Notice who determines our life span:  God.  
God determines the length of our lives.  Not some unknown thing called “Randomness.”
This is a foundational doctrine of the Bible:  God rules over all things in heaven and on earth, and he even determines how long we live.

We’re not told WHY some live long and some live very brief lives on earth.  That’s a question for another day.
But we are told God is the Determiner our days.  

Some of us in this room may be gone from the earth in 70 days.
A few of us—you teenagers and a few 20-somethings—may still be here in 70 years.

We don’t know.  But God does, and whatever length of days he gives us, he wants us to have joy in them.

And vs. 19-20, God gives wealth to some people to enjoy.  It’s a gift from him.
And this gift includes being occupied and busy, and this keeps him from dwelling too much on the toil of life.

So instead of yearning for more wealth, here in vs. 18-20, the Teacher observes something good:  God wants us to enjoy what he gives to us.


6:1-9 More Tragedy

Vs. 1-9
But then in 6:1, the Teacher now observes more tragedy.  More “evil” and “bad.”
What is it?
Vs. 2:  God gives some people wealth and honor, and they lack nothing of all they desire.  
But He keeps them from happiness and doesn’t allow them joy in what they have.
In fact, someone else is going to get all they have.

We’re not told how.  But God assures us that somehow some wealthy people will end up with nothing.

And in vs. 3+, it gets more specific.
This rich man could have a huge family and live a very long life—something highly valuable in ancient Israel.
But if he doesn’t find contentment and satisfaction with what he has, he is worse off than a child who died in the womb.  A child who very sadly was given no opportunity to live, breathe, and experience the fullness of life.  A terrible tragedy.

The rich man is worse off.

Vs. 4, all this is futility.  Vanity.  A chasing after the wind.  

Vs. 7, all of someone’s toil for more wealth is going to end badly.  They will unsatisfied.
God will see to it.  


The Path of Wisdom

Slide
So in our passage today, the Teacher observes several situations concerning wealth.
Some of them are tragic.  Even evil.
Some of them are good.

As we consider this, we have to remember who the Teacher is.
From the first 2 chapters, we learn he is a king.  Very influential.  Powerful.  Wealthy.  
He has accomplished many and great things.
But he has done all of this largely apart from God.  With God in his rearview mirror.

But now, he has come to his senses.  He is coming back to what he once knew.
And under inspiration from God, he authors this unique book of wisdom.  Of insights into life and death.  Understanding what things are lasting and important, and what things are short-lived and insignificant, even morally evil and harmful.  

So from his unique background, and now with God more in the center of his view, he offers heaven-given wisdom concerning wealth and God.

Slide
One way to summarize our passage:
The path of folly and futility is to seek after wealth.
The path of wisdom and goodness is to enjoy each day what God has given us.

We should ask ourselves this morning, “Where is God in my thoughts and conversations about money?”
Am I living according to the “sickening tragedies” of wealth, longing for earthly things that will never give lasting satisfaction?

Or am I living for what God himself says is good and finding satisfaction and contentment in him and in the gifts he has given during mt days here on earth?


The Object of Our Love

Slide
The wisdom of the Teacher about wealth is not unique to this Book.
Jesus himself offers the same kind of insights.
And we might be surprised how much Jesus talks about money and this pursuit of wealth.

One example relates to inheritance money.  Back in Jesus’s day (and even today) it is not uncommon for families to have huge arguments over an inheritance (some of you know this from firsthand experience).

To a man who was in an argument with his brother about the family inheritance, and he wanted Jesus to rebuke his brother, Jesus said this to the man:
Slide 
Luke 12:15 CSB “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.” 
True life—life with joy and satisfaction—is not found in wealth and what it can provide.  Houses, cars, clothes, toys, electronic gadgets, entertainment.
So be on guard against greed.  Thirsting for more and more.

Then Jesus continued with a parable to make this point crystal clear.
In the parable, a rich man is accumulating great wealth, and he becomes arrogant.  He thinks he has enough money stored up for many years, so NOW he can sit back and enjoy life.

But in the parable God says to him,
Slide
Luke 12:20–21 CSB. “‘You fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have prepared—whose will they be?’ 
You are going to die tonight, so none of this will be yours.  Someone else will have it all.
Slide
Then Jesus concludes with this:  
“That’s how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

Like in Ecclesiastes, are we storing up treasures for ourselves?  Or are we rich towards God?
Notice the comparison:  earthly treasure vs. a richness in God.

Slide 
The Scriptures are clear from cover to cover:  Money and stuff are in competition with God for our hearts.



In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke quite frankly about money and stuff.
Slide
Matthew 6:19–24 CSB 
Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also…
No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money. 

He commands us not to store up earthly treasures.
Not to continually accumulate.  Hoard.  Cling to.
Why?  Because our heart will follow what we treasure.

Are we treasuring material things, or are we treasuring God?
It reminds me of the wisdom of Ecclesiastes.

There is something about the human heart that is so fickle.  So easily distracted.  So easily captivated by earthly, temporal things instead of the heavenly and eternal.

Slide
The message of our passage this morning from Ecclesiastes stands:
Instead of pursuing wealth, let us acknowledge God and enjoy what he has given.

Psalm 34, written by David of Israel, has been on the top of my reading list for the past month or two.  And one thing David said has been ringing in my ears for weeks:
Slide
Psalm 34:8 CSB Taste and see that the Lord is good. How happy is the person who takes refuge in him! 

Taste of God and find that he is good.  He is our satisfaction.  He is the Fulfiller of our deepest longings.  He is the Hope of all the ends of the earth (Psalm 65).  
Blessed….happy…satisfied…is the one who seeks shelter and security in him.



Application
Slide
So what do we do now?

While money in itself is morally neutral, there is something about it and our hearts that is like a magnet to steel.
Every one of us at some level has to wrestle with the love of money.
The worry about money.  

So where can we start to fight against such allurement?

Slide 
Instead of seeking after fleeting pleasures and securities in this life, let us start and end here:  
1. Seek something—actually someone—who lasts beyond this world and brings true life and hope.

And the Apostle Peter echoed it so clearly, that Jesus is the only way to true life, the life that doesn’t end in a casket but actually lasts into eternity.
Acts 4:12 CSB  There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved.

Like a line from a song we sing, (Christ Our Hope in Life and Death)
Now and ever we confess
Christ, our hope in life and death

If you are longing for security and hope and satisfaction from things in this world, repent from all that and look to Christ.
Jesus told the rich man in the parable of Luke 12, “You fool.  This very night your life will be demanded of you.”
Remember we do not know the end of our lives.

So we repent of having hope in wealth and things of this world.  
And instead we must believe in Jesus Christ.  
May we trust in him.  May we call out to him for life and hope and peace with God.

This is our greatest need.  


Slide
2. Find contentment in Christ by his power
And keep in check our longing for more and more.

Listen to what the Apostle Paul did.
Slide 
Philippians 4:11–13 CSB I don’t say this out of need, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I find myself.  I know how to make do with little, and I know how to make do with a lot.  In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being content—whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or in need.  I am able to do all things through him who strengthens me. 

What’s the secret to contentment?  Well, Paul told us here in God’s eternal Word, so it’s not a secret now.  
Contentment in life has to be founded upon Christ, the One who gave up glory in heaven to rescue me from eternal judgment.
Jesus loves me.  He will care for me.  He will be with me.

He can and will actually strengthen us, giving us the power we need to live a heavenly-minded life.  
Jesus’s provision is enough.
Jesus is enough for me.  I can stop my whining and complaining and dissatisfaction, and instead rest in him.  Indeed, “I CAN do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

Like the Teacher did at the end of Ecclesiastes 5, we have to bring God into our dreams and our longings.
 “Where is God in the conversations and longings in my head and on my lips?”

Slide
How do we grow in contentment?  Let me offer 5 practical considerations.
· Be generous.  Generosity can help KILL the love of money.
When we are tightfisted with money, generosity opens our hands.
· Give thanks for what you have.  Keep a journal of thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving reorients our hearts from what we don’t have to what we do have and what God has done for us.
· Worship him in song for his surpassing greatness and glory.
When we see him in his greatness, the things of this world become smaller in comparison.  
· Absorb ourselves in his Word, the Word that promises life.  
This reorients us from what we dream gives us life to what actually does give life.  

Slide    Last, 
· Pray every day this wisdom:
Proverbs 30:8–9 CSB Give me neither poverty nor wealth;  feed me with the food I need.  Otherwise, I might have too much and deny you, saying, “Who is the Lord?” or I might have nothing and steal, profaning the name of my God. 

Contentment may seem elusive to us now, but it is attainable.  And peaceful.

Personally, I have had to fight in faith to be content with what I have.  

Story:  Beginning in 2000 after Hurricane Mitch, I traveled with others to Honduras and then later to El Salvador in Central America about 7 times over 10+ years.  I saw hundreds of people living in 12X12 houses—more like shacks— that weren’t much bigger than tool sheds we have in our backyards.  And the people seemed to be content.
Many, many times since then I have been challenged in my heart to stop grumbling about what I don’t have and be thankful for what I do have.

Here is an expression I have spoken to myself many times when I am tempted to be discontent with my lot in life.  I say, “Many of my complaints and my longings are first-world problems.”  Hundreds of millions of people in third-world countries have vastly less than I do, and they can be content.
Fewer possessions.  Far less income.  Limited health care.  

How much more can I—in Christ and by his power—can I be content with what I have, and even content with far, far less.


Conclusion

Slide (title)
The Teacher in Ecclesiastes speaks with heavenly wisdom, built upon his own experiences now brought under heaven’s light.
He tells us that when our hearts are inclined towards money and stuff—things that are so unstable and temporal—we will be dissatisfied.  We will never stop longing for more.

And the worst thing of all:  our hearts will be stolen away from our Creator who made us and loves us so.

We came into this world with nothing.  We will leave with nothing.  
But in Christ, we will depart from this world with everything…with heavenly riches.  


PRAY
asdf





Prayer

Father in heaven,
You alone—as you reside in heaven with all wisdom and power—you alone know what is true and false.  Meaningful and futile.  Lasting and temporal.
Open our eyes to see reality.  And to see with eyes of faith beyond the moment, beyond what we can see with our eyes.
Help us to embrace the wisdom you offer in this remarkable book.  To choose the wise, life-giving path.  To reject the path of futility.
Help us find peace, contentment, and satisfaction in you.

Benediction



[FIRST SERVICE ONLY]. Also, in a newer ministry effort, after the service we will have two people up in the front who will pray with you.  Perhaps it relates to the sermon or other burdens you are carrying.  Let’s pray together.  


Let us go out this week with the words of David on our lips, words of praise he uttered in the middle of a life-threatening situation:

Psalm 34:1–3 ESV 
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
 2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
 3 Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! 





Miscellaneous Notes

Discussion with teaching team
If money is our pursuit, we will never have enough.  
The Book has already spoken of oppression and wealth.  What does this passage add?
Sickening tragedy is used several times.  Meaning?
God gives wealth.  It is not inherently bad.  We can enjoy it.  But man pursues it as an idol, and it devours him.  
5:20 God keeps us occupied.
Habakkuk 3:??  God gives more joy than when our grain and wine abound.  
Illustrations:
· From the Hobbit.  One dwarf loved the dragon’s gold.
· Consumerism is one of our gravest sins.
· Stockpiling investments.  When is it enough?
· Lottery.  Gambling.  Sports betting.  
The more we have, the less dependent we are on God.
Proverbs 30:8-9 Give me neither poverty nor riches.
Matthew 6 Seek first his kingdom. Don’t worry about tomorrow.  
The gospel focus:  Matthew 6 Whom do we love?  We cannot…cannot…love both God and Mammon.  
He is our wealth.  He is our Riches.
Luke 12 In whom/what is our hope, our treasure?  Am I rich toward God?
Psalm 16:11 Eternal pleasures.
John 9:4 The work is done.  So we rejoice in him.  







