Talmud Lesson: Ketubot 48a – Charity vs. Dignity
1. Talmud Text (Ketubot 48a)
מַאי ״דָּבָר אַחֵר״? רַב חִסְדָּא אָמַר: זֶה תַּכְשִׁיט. רַב יוֹסֵף אָמַר: צְדָקָה. מַאן דְּאָמַר תַּכְשִׁיט, כׇּל שֶׁכֵּן צְדָקָה. מַאן דְּאָמַר צְדָקָה, אֲבָל תַּכְשִׁיט יָהֲבִינַן לַהּ, דְּלָא נִיחָא לֵיהּ דְּתִינַּוַּול
2. Challenging Words
List any words or phrases from the text above that you found difficult:
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
• ___________________________________________
3. Rashi on 'דניחא ליה דלא תתבזה'
רש"י: לא ניחא ליה דתינוול - אע"פ שלא צוה בלכתו עבדינן ולא נראה דאדמר עוקבא קיימי דאמר מי שנשתטה יורדין לנכסיו וזנין כו' וד"א ואיפכא גרסינן מ"ד צדקה כ"ש תכשיט ומ"ד תכשיט אבל צדקה לא התם היינו טעמא דלא ניחא ליה דתינוול:
Summary (in your own words):
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Guided Questions
1. What is each Amora arguing?
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What assumptions are being made about the wife's dignity and charity?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the court's role in these cases?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What values are in tension in this sugya?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How does Rashi's explanation deepen our understanding?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Discussion
Return to our opening question:
If a husband goes overseas and doesn’t leave instructions, should the court use his money to give to the poor or to preserve his wife’s dignity (e.g., through jewelry)?
What do you think and why?
   _______________________________________________________________________________________________
