Tzedakah.life Lesson Plan
An Open Hand and an Open Heart: A Lesson on Tzedakah from Devarim

	Primary Source/Text
	Devarim 15:4-11

	Subject Area
	Limudei Kodesh

	Grade Level
	6-12

	Time Allotment
	45 Min



Learning Objectives
	• The learner will be able to analyze the Torah’s approach to poverty and tzedakah in Devarim 15:4–11 and identify personal responsibilities toward those in need through text study and discussion. 



Big Ideas
	· The Torah acknowledges the existence of poverty and commands us to respond with open hands and hearts.

· Tzedakah is more than giving—it's about attitude and empathy



Materials
	· Chumash Devarim (or source sheet attached below)
· Vocabulary Sheet
· Guided questions handout



Introduction / Hook
	· Ask: Have you ever seen someone ignore a person in need? Why do you think they did that?”

· Briefly explain that in Parshat Re’eh, the Torah outlines laws relating to the Shemitah year and tzedakah.

· Let students know that we'll be reading Devarim 15:4–11, which deals with the presence of poverty and how we should respond.




Instruction / Text Study
	Each student reads one pasuk in Hebrew and passes to another student.


After each Hebrew verse, another student reads the English.


Teacher stops to briefly explain or clarify as needed.


Hand out the Vocabulary Sheet (See downloads).


Students work in pairs to identify and define difficult Hebrew words from the verses.


Encourage them to use a Tanach dictionary or online resource like Sefaria.org.




Guided Practice / Chavruta Discussion
(Sample answers are included at the end of this document)
	· In pasuk 4, it says "אֶפֶס כִּי לֹא־יִהְיֶה בְךָ אֶבְיוֹן" – How does this compare with 
pasuk 11: "כִּי לֹא־יֶחְדַּל אֶבְיוֹן מִקֶּרֶב הָאָרֶץ"? What do you think the Torah is trying to tell us?

· What does the Torah mean by "לֹא תְאַמֵּץ אֶת־לְבָבְךָ וְלֹא תִקְפֹּץ אֶת־יָדְךָ"? Why mention both heart and hand?

· In verse 10, it says not to feel bad when you give. Why do you think that's important?

· How might this mitzvah shape a Jewish society?

· What are some challenges people face when trying to fulfill this mitzvah today?



Independent Practice
	Ask students to choose one of the following prompts to respond to in writing:
· Describe a time you gave to someone in need. What motivated you?

· How do these verses challenge the way you think about giving?

· What might be a modern-day application of “פָּתוֹחַ תִּפְתַּח אֶת־יָדְךָ” (you shall surely open your hand)?

Encourage depth, personal reflection, and making connections to the verses.





Extension Activity (optional)
	· Assign students to interview a parent or community member about their approach to tzedakah. Include:
· A story of giving
· How they decide where to give
· What they learned from the experience

· Play Blooket/Kahoot/Quizlet (See downloads)



Teacher Reflection
	What went well?


What could be improved?




Guided Practice Sample Answers
	1. In pasuk 4, it says "אֶפֶס כִּי לֹא־יִהְיֶה בְךָ אֶבְיוֹן" – How does this compare with pasuk 11: "כִּי לֹא־יֶחְדַּל אֶבְיוֹן מִקֶּרֶב הָאָרֶץ"? What do you think the Torah is trying to tell us?
Pasuk 4 seems to say there won’t be any poor people, while pasuk 11 says there will always be poor people. The contradiction teaches that ideally, if everyone kept the mitzvot and gave tzedakah properly, there wouldn’t be any poor people—but realistically, poverty will always exist. The Torah acknowledges the brokenness of the world and still demands we try to fix it.
2. What does the Torah mean by "לֹא תְאַמֵּץ אֶת־לְבָבְךָ וְלֹא תִקְפֹּץ אֶת־יָדְךָ"? Why mention both heart and hand?
The heart represents your emotions and the hand represents your actions. The Torah is telling us that it’s not enough to just feel bad—we have to actually do something. Sometimes people feel compassion but don't take action, or they give but without real feeling. The Torah wants both.
3. In verse 10, it says not to feel bad when you give. Why do you think that's important?
Because attitude matters. If we give while feeling resentful or annoyed, it can hurt the dignity of the person receiving. Hashem wants us to give with joy and generosity, not just out of obligation. It also shapes us into more giving and happy people.

4. How might this mitzvah shape a Jewish society?
It would make society more caring, unified, and responsible. If everyone helped each other, no one would feel abandoned or invisible. It builds a community where people know they can rely on one another, and where Hashem’s values are lived out every day
5. What are some challenges people face when trying to fulfill this mitzvah today?
Some people worry that others might take advantage of their kindness, or they feel like they don’t have enough to give. Others might be busy or distracted and not notice people in need. In modern times, we also don’t always see poverty up close, so it can be easier to ignore. The Torah challenges us to care anyway.





















Source Sheet
	Devarim 15:4-11


	Deuteronomy 15:4	There shall be no needy among you—since Hashem your G-d will bless you in the land that Hashem your G-d is giving you as a hereditary portion—		דברים ט״ו:ד׳	אֶ֕פֶס כִּ֛י לֹ֥א יִֽהְיֶה־בְּךָ֖ אֶבְי֑וֹן כִּֽי־בָרֵ֤ךְ יְבָֽרֶכְךָ֙ ה' בָּאָ֕רֶץ אֲשֶׁר֙ ה' אֱלֹקיךָ נֹֽתֵן־לְךָ֥ נַחֲלָ֖ה לְרִשְׁתָּֽהּ׃


	Deuteronomy 15:5	if only you heed Hashem your G-d and take care to keep all this Instruction that I enjoin upon you this day.		דברים ט״ו:ה׳	רַ֚ק אִם־שָׁמ֣וֹעַ תִּשְׁמַ֔ע בְּק֖וֹל ה' אֱלֹקיךָ לִשְׁמֹ֤ר לַעֲשׂוֹת֙ אֶת־כׇּל־הַמִּצְוָ֣ה הַזֹּ֔את אֲשֶׁ֛ר אָנֹכִ֥י מְצַוְּךָ֖ הַיּֽוֹם׃


	Deuteronomy 15:6	For Hashem your G-d will bless you as promised: you will extend loans to many nations, but require none yourself; you will dominate many nations, but they will not dominate you.		דברים ט״ו:ו׳	כִּֽי־ה' אֱלֹקיךָ בֵּֽרַכְךָ֔ כַּאֲשֶׁ֖ר דִּבֶּר־לָ֑ךְ וְהַֽעֲבַטְתָּ֞ גּוֹיִ֣ם רַבִּ֗ים וְאַתָּה֙ לֹ֣א תַעֲבֹ֔ט וּמָֽשַׁלְתָּ֙ בְּגוֹיִ֣ם רַבִּ֔ים וּבְךָ֖ לֹ֥א יִמְשֹֽׁלוּ׃ {ס}


	Deuteronomy 15:7	If, however, there is a needy person among you, one of your kindred in any of your settlements in the land that the Hashem your G-d is giving you, do not harden your heart and shut your hand against your needy kindred.		דברים ט״ו:ז׳	כִּֽי־יִהְיֶה֩ בְךָ֨ אֶבְי֜וֹן מֵאַחַ֤ד אַחֶ֙יךָ֙ בְּאַחַ֣ד שְׁעָרֶ֔יךָ בְּאַ֨רְצְךָ֔ אֲשֶׁר־ה' אֱלֹקיךָ נֹתֵ֣ן לָ֑ךְ לֹ֧א תְאַמֵּ֣ץ אֶת־לְבָבְךָ֗ וְלֹ֤א תִקְפֹּץ֙ אֶת־יָ֣דְךָ֔ מֵאָחִ֖יךָ הָאֶבְיֽוֹן׃


	Deuteronomy 15:8	Rather, you must open your hand and lend whatever is sufficient to meet the need.		דברים ט״ו:ח׳	כִּֽי־פָתֹ֧חַ תִּפְתַּ֛ח אֶת־יָדְךָ֖ ל֑וֹ וְהַעֲבֵט֙ תַּעֲבִיטֶ֔נּוּ דֵּ֚י מַחְסֹר֔וֹ אֲשֶׁ֥ר יֶחְסַ֖ר לֽוֹ׃


	Deuteronomy 15:9	Beware lest you harbor the base thought, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is approaching,” so that you are mean and give nothing to your needy kindred—who will cry out to Hashem against you, and you will incur guilt.		דברים ט״ו:ט׳	הִשָּׁ֣מֶר לְךָ֡ פֶּן־יִהְיֶ֣ה דָבָר֩ עִם־לְבָבְךָ֨ בְלִיַּ֜עַל לֵאמֹ֗ר קָֽרְבָ֣ה שְׁנַֽת־הַשֶּׁ֘בַע֮ שְׁנַ֣ת הַשְּׁמִטָּה֒ וְרָעָ֣ה עֵֽינְךָ֗ בְּאָחִ֙יךָ֙ הָֽאֶבְי֔וֹן וְלֹ֥א תִתֵּ֖ן ל֑וֹ וְקָרָ֤א עָלֶ֙יךָ֙ אֶל־ה' וְהָיָ֥ה בְךָ֖ חֵֽטְא׃


	Deuteronomy 15:10	Give readily and have no regrets when you do so, for in return Hashem your G-d will bless you in all your efforts and in all your undertakings.		דברים ט״ו:י׳	נָת֤וֹן תִּתֵּן֙ ל֔וֹ וְלֹא־יֵרַ֥ע לְבָבְךָ֖ בְּתִתְּךָ֣ ל֑וֹ כִּ֞י בִּגְלַ֣ל  הַדָּבָ֣ר הַזֶּ֗ה יְבָרֶכְךָ֙ ה' אֱלֹקיךָ בְּכׇֽל־מַעֲשֶׂ֔ךָ וּבְכֹ֖ל מִשְׁלַ֥ח יָדֶֽךָ׃


	Deuteronomy 15:11	For there will never cease to be needy ones in your land, which is why I command you: open your hand to the poor and needy kindred in your land.		דברים ט״ו:י״א	כִּ֛י לֹא־יֶחְדַּ֥ל אֶבְי֖וֹן מִקֶּ֣רֶב הָאָ֑רֶץ עַל־כֵּ֞ן אָנֹכִ֤י מְצַוְּךָ֙ לֵאמֹ֔ר פָּ֠תֹ֠חַ תִּפְתַּ֨ח אֶת־יָדְךָ֜ לְאָחִ֧יךָ לַעֲנִיֶּ֛ךָ וּלְאֶבְיֹנְךָ֖ בְּאַרְצֶֽךָ׃ {ס}





