Tzedakah.life Lesson Plan
Faces of Generosity

	Primary Source/Text
	Pirkei Avot 2:7, 5:10, and 5:13

	Subject Area
	Mishna /Halacha

	Grade Level
	High School

	Time Allotment
	



Learning Objectives
	• The learner will be able to compare teachings from Pirkei Avot 2:7, 5:10, and 5:13 to understand Jewish values related to tzedakah and develop a personal perspective on generosity and giving.



Big Ideas
	· Tzedakah is not just about giving money—it reflects a person's values, mindset, and relationship to others.

· Jewish tradition encourages generosity as a path to peace, community, and spiritual growth.



Materials
	· Copies of Pirkei Avot 2:7, 5:10, and 5:13 (Hebrew and English attached below)
· Vocabulary sheet for key terms and phrases from the mishnayot (See downloads section)
· Signs for the Class Activity - See section below
· Student worksheet with guided chavruta discussion questions (See downloads section)
· Pens/pencils



Introduction / Hook
	· On the board: “What does it mean to be a generous person?”

· Students write quick responses or discuss in pairs.





Instruction / Text Study
	· Students take turns reading one line at a time aloud, alternating Hebrew and English.

· Pause after each Mishnah to clarify difficult vocabulary (students use the vocabulary sheet to fill in as they go).



Class Activity
	Materials: Four large signs across the room representing the categories from 5:10 and 5:13.
 Examples:
What’s mine is yours and what’s yours is yours
What’s mine is mine and what’s yours is yours
What’s yours is mine and what’s mine is yours
What’s mine is mine and what’s yours is mine
I want to give but other people shouldn’t
Other people should give but I shouldn’t have to
Everyone should give to support the needy
The needy should support themselves

Instructions:
· Read each category aloud. Students physically move to the one they identify with or want to be.

· Ask: Why did you choose this? Which one do you think is most ideal in Judaism?



Guided Practice / Chavruta Discussion
	(Sample answers are included at the end of this document)
Students pair up (chavruta style) to discuss:
1. What personality types does Pirkei Avot praise when it comes to giving?

2. Why do you think giving is such a core Jewish value?

3. How is giving connected to peace, as Hillel suggests?

4. Why might someone resist giving, even when they can afford it?

5. Is giving about the action or the mindset? What’s more important?

6. Which category from the mishnah do you think is hardest to live by? Why?




Independent Practice
	Students complete one of the following (choice-based):
· Write about someone you know who models generous behavior. What makes their giving special?

· Write a “mishnah” in your own words that teaches a lesson about giving.



Wrap-up / Reflection
	· Class Share: Ask students to turn to a partner and share their response to the reflection prompt:
“Which type of giver from the mishnah do you most relate to—or want to become—and why?”
Then, invite a few volunteers to share their insights with the whole class. Encourage respectful listening and emphasize that all honest answers are valuable.

· Final Thought:
· “Chazal aren’t just giving us categories—they’re holding up a mirror. Pirkei Avot challenges us not only to give but to check how we give, and who we’re becoming through our giving. Judaism doesn’t just care about how much tzedakah you give—it cares about your heart, your intention, and your vision for the world.”

· Action Step: This week, notice one opportunity to give something—time, money, help, or kindness—and do it consciously, thinking about the type of giver you want to be. Write a sentence about it and be ready to share next class.

· Play Blooket/Kahoot/Quizlet (easy to upload templates attached)



Teacher Reflection
	What went well?


What could be improved?



Sample Answers
	Guided Questions sample answers:
1. What personality types does Pirkei Avot praise when it comes to giving?
The mishnah praises people who say "What’s mine is yours and what’s yours is yours" (generous mindset), and people who give both themselves and encourage others to give. These are seen as the most righteous and aligned with Hashem’s values.

2. Why do you think giving is such a core Jewish value?
 Because giving reflects Hashem’s middah of chesed (kindness). The Torah constantly reminds us to care for others—especially the poor, the stranger, and the widow. Giving also builds community and shows that we trust Hashem to provide for us.

3. How is giving connected to peace, as Hillel suggests in 2:7?
When people are generous and help each other, it prevents jealousy and resentment. It creates harmony in society. Peace comes when people feel cared for and not left behind.

4. Why might someone resist giving, even when they can afford it?
Some people fear losing what they have, or they believe others should help themselves. Others might not trust the person asking for help, or they just aren’t used to thinking about others' needs.

5. Is giving about the action or the mindset? What’s more important?
Ideally both, but mindset might be more important because the Mishnah judges the person’s attitude. For example, someone who gives but doesn’t want others to give is not considered fully generous. Judaism wants us to build generous hearts, not just actions.

6. Which category from the mishnah do you think is hardest to live by? Why?
"What’s mine is yours and what’s yours is yours" is hardest, because it means being completely selfless and not expecting anything back. It goes against the natural feeling of ownership. It’s admirable but hard to do all the time.



Source Sheet
	

	
Pirkei Avot 2:7
He used to say: The more flesh, the more worms; The more property, the more anxiety; The more wives, the more witchcraft; The more female slaves, the more lewdness; The more slaves, the more robbery; [But] the more Torah, the more life; The more sitting [in the company of scholars], the more wisdom; The more counsel, the more understanding; The more charity, the more peace. If one acquires a good name, he has acquired something for himself; If one acquires for himself knowledge of Torah, he has acquired life in the world to come.
	
משנה אבות ב׳:ז׳
הוּא הָיָה אוֹמֵר, מַרְבֶּה בָשָׂר, מַרְבֶּה רִמָּה. מַרְבֶּה נְכָסִים, מַרְבֶּה דְאָגָה. מַרְבֶּה נָשִׁים, מַרְבֶּה כְשָׁפִים. מַרְבֶּה שְׁפָחוֹת, מַרְבֶּה זִמָּה. מַרְבֶּה עֲבָדִים, מַרְבֶּה גָזֵל. מַרְבֶּה תוֹרָה, מַרְבֶּה חַיִּים. מַרְבֶּה יְשִׁיבָה, מַרְבֶּה חָכְמָה. מַרְבֶּה עֵצָה, מַרְבֶּה תְבוּנָה. מַרְבֶּה צְדָקָה, מַרְבֶּה שָׁלוֹם. קָנָה שֵׁם טוֹב, קָנָה לְעַצְמוֹ. קָנָה לוֹ דִבְרֵי תוֹרָה, קָנָה לוֹ חַיֵּי הָעוֹלָם הַבָּא:



	
Pirkei Avot 5:10
There are four types of character in human beings: One that says: “mine is mine, and yours is yours”: this is a commonplace type; and some say this is a sodom-type of character. [One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is mine”: is an unlearned person (am haaretz); [One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is yours” is a pious person. [One that says:] “mine is mine, and yours is mine” is a wicked person.
	
משנה אבות ה׳:י׳
אַרְבַּע מִדּוֹת בָּאָדָם. הָאוֹמֵר שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלִּי וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלָּךְ, זוֹ מִדָּה בֵינוֹנִית. וְיֵשׁ אוֹמְרִים, זוֹ מִדַּת סְדוֹם. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלְּךָ וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלִּי, עַם הָאָרֶץ. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלְּךָ וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלָּךְ, חָסִיד. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלִּי וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלִּי, רָשָׁע:



	
Pirkei Avot 5:13
There are four types of charity givers. He who wishes to give, but that others should not give: his eye is evil to that which belongs to others; He who wishes that others should give, but that he himself should not give: his eye is evil towards that which is his own; He who desires that he himself should give, and that others should give: he is a pious man; He who desires that he himself should not give and that others too should not give: he is a wicked man.
	
משנה אבות ה׳:י״ג
אַרְבַּע מִדּוֹת בְּנוֹתְנֵי צְדָקָה. הָרוֹצֶה שֶׁיִּתֵּן וְלֹא יִתְּנוּ אֲחֵרִים, עֵינוֹ רָעָה בְּשֶׁל אֲחֵרִים. יִתְּנוּ אֲחֵרִים וְהוּא לֹא יִתֵּן, עֵינוֹ רָעָה בְשֶׁלּוֹ. יִתֵּן וְיִתְּנוּ אֲחֵרִים, חָסִיד. לֹא יִתֵּן וְלֹא יִתְּנוּ אֲחֵרִים, רָשָׁע:







