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The Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition

[image: ]
The Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition is a group of people who come from different disability organisations.
[image: ]

A coalition is a group of organisations that work towards shared goals. 

[image: ]
The Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition is also called the DPO Coalition.

[image: ]
When you see the words we / us in this Easy Read it means the DPO Coalition. 

[image: ][image: ]The DPO Coalition is made up of members from these 7 disability organisations:
[image: ]Balance Aotearoa
Blind Citizens New Zealand
[image: ]Deaf Aotearoa
[image: ]Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
[image: ]Mana Pasefika
[image: ]Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand
[image: ]People First New Zealand – Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi.

[image: ]The DPO Coalition meets about every 6 weeks to talk about important things.


[image: ]The DPO Coalition speaks up about disabled people getting their human rights.


[image: ]Human rights are things that the law says every person should:
have
be able to do.

[image: ]
The DPO Coalition talks with the Government about things to do with disability. 


What is this document about?
[image: ]

This is an Easy Read document about some of the key messages from the DPO Coalition meetings in September 2024.


[image: ]During these meetings the DPO Coalition met with lots of:
government agencies
other community organisations.
[image: ]

The meetings are to make sure the lives of disabled people in New Zealand are getting better.




[image: ]The 2 key things often talked about at DPO Coalition meetings are:
accessibility
[image: ]upholding the rights of disabled people under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – the Disability Convention.
[image: ]

Accessibility means making things easier / safe for everyone to use.

[image: ]
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities / UNCRPD is a law lots of countries have agreed to.
[image: ]

It says what governments must do to make sure disabled people get the same rights as everybody else. 
Passing of Kiingi Tuuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII and Raising Up of Kuini Nga Wai Hono I te Po


[image: ]The Māori King died recently.


His name was Kiingi Tuuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII.
[image: ]

The DPO Coalition spent some time remembering Kiingi Tuuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII.







[image: ]Nga Wai Hono I te Po became the new Māori Kuini / Queen.


The DPO Coalition is looking forward to seeing what Nga Wai Hono I te Po will do as Kuini / Queen.

[image: ]
A tangihanga / funeral was held for Kiingi Tuuheitia at Turangawaewae in Waikato.


[image: ]LJ Apaipo went to the tangihanga.


LJ comes to the DPO Coalition meetings as part of Mana Pasefika.



Electoral Commission


[image: ]We met with 2 people from the Electoral Commission:
Erin Marsh – Senior Advisor Community Engagement
Olivia Trass – Advisor Community Engagement.
[image: ]

The Electoral Commission runs elections in New Zealand.

[image: ]
An election is when you vote for who you want the Government to be. 


The Electoral Commission wants to get more disabled people to vote.

[image: ]The first step is to get more disabled people enrolled to vote.


Enrolled means that you are signed up to vote.
[image: ]

The Electoral Commission has some ideas about how to make it easier for disabled people to vote.

[image: ]
The DPO Coalition wants to work with the Electoral Commission to make it easier for disabled people to vote.


[image: ]We told the Electoral Commission that making information about voting easy for disabled people to understand is important. 


[image: ]This means there should be information about voting in:
[image: ]Easy Read
[image: ]New Zealand Sign Language
Braille
[image: ]large print
[image: ]audio.

[image: ]
It is easier for disabled people to vote when information about voting is easy to understand. 


Donald Beasley Institute

[image: ]
We met with 3 people from the Donald Beasley Institute:
Birgit Mirfin-Veitch
Robbie Frances-Watene
[image: ]Umi Asaka.


The Donald Beasley Institute finds out information about disability.

[image: ]
They are writing a report about how the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities / UNCRPD is working in New Zealand.


[image: ]This report is part of making sure that disabled people are getting the human rights the UNCRPD says they should get.

[image: ]
[image: ]Recently the Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha has made some changes to the support disabled people get.


We think these changes make this report very important.

[image: ]
When the report is finished we will work with the Donald Beasley Institute to share it with disabled people. 




[image: ]We want to keep working with the Donald Beasley Institute to tell the Government what disabled people need.


Reserve Bank of New Zealand


[image: ]We met with 4 people from the Reserve Bank of New Zealand:
Robbie Taylor – Manager
Marnie Wood – Senior Advisor
JC Somers – Senior Analyst
Alex Sutton-Lalani – Advisor.

[image: ]
The Reserve Bank of New Zealand the part of the Government that looks after money in New Zealand.

[image: ]
They make:
coins
bank notes.
The Reserve Bank of New Zealand is thinking about making digital cash for New Zealand.


Digital cash works the same way as:
coins
[image: ]bank notes.


[image: ]To use digital cash you need a device like a:
smart phone
[image: ]computer 
smart watch.
[image: ]

You will not have to use digital cash if you do not want to.


[image: ]You will still be able to use:
[image: ]coins
bank notes.

[image: ]
We told the Reserve Bank of New Zealand some things they need to think about if they make digital cash.

[image: ]
We said digital cash needs to be private.

[image: ]
We said digital cash needs to be easy to use.






[image: ]We said people need to know how to use devices like:
[image: ]smart phones
computers
[image: ]smart watches.

[image: ]
We said people need information so they can decide if they want to use digital cash.


[image: ]The Reserve Bank of New Zealand did a survey to find out what people think about digital cash.


A survey is when an organisation asks questions to find out what people think about an idea.


[image: ][image: ]The survey ended on 30 September 2024.


Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha


[image: ]We met with 2 people from the Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha:
Ben O’Meara
Sheryl Pickney.


[image: ]The Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha is also called MoDP for short.


We said we felt let down by the changes to MoDP.




[image: ]One of the changes is that the Ministry of Social Development will look after Disability Support Services from now on.


[image: ]Disability Support Services means things like: 
[image: ]money the Government gives you to pay for things you need because of your disability
[image: ]equipment you need because of your disability like a wheelchair
supported homes for disabled people. 
[image: ]

We said disabled people are worried about this change.


[image: ]Disabled people are worried that their needs will not be met because:
there will be less support services
there will be less money for equipment.

[image: ]
We talked about what will happen next for the Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha.

[image: ]
We will keep working with the Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha to make sure disabled people have a say in what happens next.




[image: ]We will also work with the Ministry of Social Development to make sure they know disabled people are worried about there being less:
services
support.






Ministry of Transport

[image: ]
We met with 4 people from the Ministry of Transport:
Whitney Adam
Nick Potter
Anna Kirtlan
Jessica Ranger.

[image: ]
We talked about the Total Mobility Scheme.

[image: ]
The Total Mobility Scheme makes it easier for disabled people to travel.


There is going to be a review of the Total Mobility Scheme.
[image: ]A review is when you look at how well something is working.

[image: ]
We told the Ministry of Transport what is good about the Total Mobility Scheme.

[image: ]
We told the Ministry of Transport what makes the Total Mobility Scheme hard to use.


[image: ]The Ministry of Transport said people had told them lots of these things before.


The Ministry of Transport wants to talk to disabled people about the Total Mobility Scheme.



[image: ]They want to hear what disabled people think:
is working well
is not working well.


[image: ]
This will happen:
later this year
[image: ]next year.

[image: ]
The Ministry of Transport will make sure information about the review is available in alternate formats.






[image: ]Alternate formats means:
Easy Read
New Zealand Sign Language
Braille
large print
audio.

[image: ]
Having information in alternate formats makes it easier for disabled people to tell the Ministry of Transport what they think about the Total Mobility Scheme.

[image: ]
The Ministry of Transport will tell us when something new happens with the review of the Total Mobility Scheme. 


Voice of disabled people

[image: ]
The DPO Coalition is the first place the Government goes to when they want to hear from disabled people.
[image: ]

The DPO Coalition is always looking for new organisations to join us.

NO


New members must represent disabled people who are not already represented by another organisation.

[image: ]
Represent means to speak up for a group of people about something important to them.



[image: ]You can contact us by emailing us at:

us-dpo@groups.io 











[image: DPO Coalition Logo]
This information has been written by the DPO Coalition.

[image: Make it Easy Kia Māmā Mai]It has been translated into Easy Read by the Make it Easy Kia Māmā Mai service of People First New Zealand Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi.
[image: People First NZ Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi]
[image: Change logo.]The ideas in this document are not the ideas of People First New Zealand Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi.

Make it Easy uses images from:

· [image: Photo Symbols]Changepeople.org
· 
· [image: EssGeeSee NZ]Photosymbols.com
· 
· SGC Image Works
· Huriana Kopeke-Te Aho
· [image: T. Wood logo]T. Wood.
[image: copyright logo]
All images used in this Easy Read document are subject to copyright rules and cannot be used without permission.
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