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Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition: Key Messages from October 2024
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The Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition

[image: ]
The Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition is a group of people who come from different disability organisations.
[image: ]

A coalition is a group of organisations that work towards shared goals. 

[image: ]
The Disabled People’s Organisations Coalition is also called the DPO Coalition.

[image: ]
When you see the words we / us in this Easy Read it means the DPO Coalition. 

[image: ][image: ]The DPO Coalition is made up of members from these 7 disability organisations:
[image: ]Balance Aotearoa
Blind Citizens New Zealand
[image: ]Deaf Aotearoa
[image: ]Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
[image: ]Mana Pasefika
[image: ]Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand
[image: ]People First New Zealand – Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi.

[image: ]The DPO Coalition meets about every 6 weeks to talk about important things.


[image: ]The DPO Coalition speaks up about disabled people getting their human rights.


[image: ]Human rights are things that the law says every person should:
have
be able to do.

[image: ]
The DPO Coalition talks with the Government about things to do with disability. 


What is this document about?
[image: ]

This is an Easy Read document about some of the key messages from the DPO Coalition meetings in October 2024.


[image: ]During these meetings the DPO Coalition met with lots of:
government agencies
other community organisations.
[image: ]

The meetings are to make sure the lives of disabled people in New Zealand are getting better.




[image: ]The 2 key things often talked about at DPO Coalition meetings are:
accessibility
[image: ]upholding the rights of disabled people under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – the Disability Convention.
[image: ]

Accessibility means making things easier / safe for everyone to use.

[image: ]
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities / UNCRPD is a law lots of countries have agreed to.
[image: ]

It says what governments must do to make sure disabled people get the same rights as everybody else. 
Whaikaha – Ministry of Disabled People


[image: ]We first met with 3 people from Whaikaha – Ministry of Disabled People:
Paula Tesoriero - Chief Executive
Ben O’Meara  - Deputy Chief Executive
Carole Lillico – Manager, Partnerships and Voice.


[image: ]We talked about the future of Whaikaha as a standalone population ministry.

[image: ]
A standalone population ministry is a ministry whose work is focused on one group like disabled people.
[image: ]We talked about what Whaikaha as a standalone population ministry might mean for disabled people.


[image: ]We also talked about how to keep:
working together
building better relationships.

[image: ]
We had another meeting with 4 people from Whaikaha:
Ben O’Meara  - Deputy Chief Executive
Carole Lillico – Manager, Partnerships and Voice
Dr Anna McMartin – Princial Advisor
Nigel Mehta-Wilson – Principal Advisor.

[image: ]In this meeting we talked about stewardship.

[image: ]
Stewardship means taking care of something that is important.


We talked about a mandate that is in the UNCRPD.
[image: ]

A mandate is a special order that must be followed. 

[image: ]
This mandate says that the Government has to work with other groups to make sure disabled people have the same rights as everyone else.

[image: ]
1 of the groups they need to work with is the DPOC.
[image: ]We reminded the people we met with that the future work programme Whaikaha is working on has to be what disabled people need.

[image: ]
We look forward to working with Whaikaha on this in 2025.



The Disability Support Services Taskforce – Ministry of Social Development


[image: ]We met with 3 people from the Ministry of Social Development:
Chris Bunny:
Deputy Chief Executive Disability Support Services 
Taskforce lead for further work on the disability system.
Kat Norman – Communications and Engagement Lead
Grace Campbell-Macdonald – Taskforce Lead for Policy and Data.


[image: ]The Ministry of Social Development is also called MSD.

[image: ]
This was our first meeting with the Taskforce.
[image: ]

The meeting went well.

[image: ]
The DPOC looks forward to working with Whaikaha around the issues in Phase 2.


[image: ]Phase 2 is about making plans for a standalone Ministry of Disabled People. 


Standalone means not connected to anything else.


[image: ]The Taskforce will have a webpage where people can sign up to newsletters on what the Taskforce:
[image: ]has done
will do next.

[image: ]
[image: ]You can visit this webpage from 
25 October 2024.

[image: ]
You can find the latest newsletter at:

www.disabilitysupport.govt.nz

[image: ]
This website is not in Easy Read.

Donald Beasley Institute

[image: ]
We met with 2 people from the Donald Beasley Institute:
Brigit Mirfin-Veitch – Director
Umi Asaka – Research Lead.


The Donald Beasley Institute is also called the DBI. 
[image: ]

We talked about all the work that has happened since 2021.


[image: ]We also talked about working to make sure disabled people have the same rights as everyone else through:
[image: ]supports
services.


[image: ]We also talked about planning for when some smaller reports will be released.


We are happy to say that the DPOC will keep working the DBI for the next 3 years.


[image: ]We will talk with DBI about checking to see how well the New Zealand Government is doing following the UNCRPD.


Sonja Eriksen – Principal Disability Advisor for the Ministry of Social Development


[image: ]We met with Sonja Eriksen – Principal Disability Advisor for the Ministry of Social Development.

[image: ]
We talked about the Accessibility Charter.


[image: ]The Accessibility Charter is an agreement by government agencies to make sure that what they do is accessible to everyone.
[image: ]

Sonja told us that the Accessibility Charter is still a live document.

[image: ]A live document is a document that:
can be changed over time
can be updated with new ideas.
[image: ]

This helps to keep documents like the accessibility charter up to date with what disabled people need.


[image: ]Sonja said that a lot of government agencies are still going to the accessibility training.


This is good news.




[image: ]Sonja also told us that the criteria for the disability allowance has not changed.

[image: ]
Criteria means a list of things that things that need to be true.


[image: ][image: ]Disability Allowance is money paid by the government to support people with extra costs because of their disability. 


If something already fits the criteria for the disability allowance then it will fit the criteria in the future too.




Voice of disabled people

[image: ]
The DPO Coalition is the first place the Government goes to when they want to hear from disabled people.
[image: ]

The DPO Coalition is always looking for new organisations to join us.

NO


New members must represent disabled people who are not already represented by another organisation.

[image: ]
Represent means to speak up for a group of people about something important to them.



[image: ]You can contact us by emailing us at:

us-dpo@groups.io 











[image: ]
This information has been written by the DPO Coalition.

[image: ]It has been translated into Easy Read by the Make it Easy Kia Māmā Mai service of People First New Zealand Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi.
[image: ]
[image: ]The ideas in this document are not the ideas of People First New Zealand Ngā Tāngata Tuatahi.

Make it Easy uses images from:

· [image: ]Changepeople.org
· 
· [image: ]Photosymbols.com
· 
· SGC Image Works
· Huriana Kopeke-Te Aho
· [image: ]T. Wood.
[image: ]
All images used in this Easy Read document are subject to copyright rules and cannot be used without permission.
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