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Fund for Bilateral Relations
EEA and NORWAY GRANTS in Romania

Annotated Template for call for bilateral cooperation in the green transition

Partnership Agreement

This template includes the minimum requirements for a draft Partnership Agreement to be annexed to the application for funding of projects involving more than one legal entity (partnership projects). A signed agreement between the partners will be required before the project contract between the Project Promoter and Innovation Norway as Fund Operator can be finalized. If needed, the Project Promoter and the Partner(s) can agree on a more extensive agreement. The texts in red are help texts and the texts in black are possible ways of wording.


































[PROJECT NAME]

The following has been agreed:

Article 1 – Project Objectives

Short reference to area(s) of cooperation that the project will contribute to (The purpose/aim of the project and what it is supposed to achieve). Possible introductory wording:

The project [title] will contribute to the following area(s) of cooperation in the Call for Project Proposals: 

[Insert relevant areas of cooperation from the call for proposal document here]

Article 2 – Subject of the Partnership Agreement

The partnership shall consist of at least one entity from Romania and at least one entity from one of the Donor States (Norway, Iceland, or Liechtenstein) aimed at contributing to the green transition. The relevant areas of cooperation can include renewable energy, resource efficiency, sustainable blue economy, energy storage, zero-emission transport, smart/sustainable city solutions, and carbon capture and storage.
Through this Partnership Agreement, the Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) have established a clear framework for their collaboration. The agreement outlines the tasks and responsibilities of each party, as well as the internal procedures for carrying out the work. This agreement serves to govern the relations between the parties within the Partnership, ensuring a successful completion of the project:
Article 3 – Duration of the Agreement

Possible wording
This Partnership Agreement shall take effect on the date on which it is signed by all Parties. It shall remain in force until the Project Promoter has discharged in full his obligations toward Innovation Norway. The date of Innovation Norway’s approval of the final payment is considered the date when the Project Promoter has fulfilled all obligations.

Article 4 – The Project Promoter
Describe the role and responsibility of the Project Promoter in the Partnership. The clauses below are the minimum requirements. Additional clauses could be added as necessary.

4.1 The Project Promoter is responsible for the overall coordination, management and implementation of the project. The Project Promoter shall manage the funds in accordance with the Project Contract and the details of this Partnership Agreement. The Project Promoter assumes sole responsibility for the entire project vis-à-vis Innovation Norway.

4.2 The Project Promoter shall appoint a Project Manager who has operational responsibility for the implementation of the overall project.
4.3 The Project Promoter will ensure timely commencement of the project and implementation of the entire project within the time schedule in compliance with all obligations set out in the Project Contract. The Project Promoter shall notify Innovation Norway, and inform the Project Partner(s), of any factors that may adversely affect implementation of the project activities and/or financial plan. 
4.4 The Project Promoter will receive disbursements from Innovation Norway and is responsible for the overall management of the grant, in particular the timely onward transfers to Project Partners; review of the appropriate spending of the grant by the Project Partner(s); consolidation of the project-related individual accounting records of the Project Partner(s) and the preparation of all required documents and records for the each audit (with assistance of the Project Partner(s)). The Project promoter is also responsible for the acceptance/approval of deliverables and expenses of the Project Partner(s).
4.5 The Project Promoter is responsible for the preparation and implementation of the project setting out the detailed activities in the project, the responsibilities of the Project Partner(s) and the provision of a detailed project budget. The budget shall include provisions on the financial arrangements between the parties, including, but not limited to, which expenditure the Project Partner(s) can get reimbursed from the project budget, with detailed itemised costs and unit prices. The budget shall also, if applicable, include currency exchange rules for such expenditure and its reimbursement.
4.6 The Project Promoter is responsible for the preparation and submission of all reports required in the Project Contract, including Interim Project Reports related to the payment claims, yearly reports on project results and impact (including performance on indicators), the Final Project Report, and any further requested financial verification. 
Additional clauses as relevant………….

Article 5 – Project Partner(s)

Describe the role and responsibility of the Project Partner(s) in the Partnership. The clauses below are the minimum requirements. Additional clauses could be added as necessary. As regards the role of the Partner(s) (substantial contribution) in the project, we expect to see additional and detailed information.
5.1 Project Partner(s) are responsible for carrying out specific project activities in the manner and scope as described in the project application form, the project Contract, this Partnership Agreement and other project relevant documents.
5.2 More specifically, the Project Partner(s) shall be responsible for:
a) Expeditiously carry out the specific activities set out in the project application form or otherwise agreed;
b) Providing all information and data to the Project Promoter, required to coordinate and monitor the implementation of the project and for reporting purposes;
c) Submitting verification on the eligibility of their claimed expenditure;
d) Notifying the Project Promoter of any factors that may affect implementation of the project in accordance with the Project Implementation Plan.
5.3 Project Partner(s) agree to take all necessary steps enabling the Project Promoter to comply with its responsibilities as set out in the Project Contract with Innovation Norway.
Article 6 – Intellectual property Rights

Please describe in detail how the question of IPR is regulated in the project, including the ownership of results and, if relevant, licenses to be issued. Please note that the project promoter either will need to get the ownership or the right to utilize the results through a license.
Possible introductory wording:

Intellectual property rights being a result/or related with the Project Contract will be owned by [name of the Project Promoter and/or Project Partner(s)] in accordance with the following model:

Specify details………………

Article 7 – Specific Activities

Please give detailed information about the specific activities of the Project promoter and the Partner(s), with budget allocations

7.1 The main tasks of [name of the Project Promoter], referred to as the ‘Project Promoter’, are summarized as follows:
[title or number of each action].
	Name 	
	Project activities  
	Project budget

	Project Promoter
	[briefly present the project activity implemented by Project Promoters].

Activity 1 ....
	[mention the budget allocated to Project Promoter for the respective activity]
EUR....

	
	Activity 2 ....
	EUR...

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





[bookmark: _Hlk499561325]7.2 The main input/responsibilities of [name of the Project Partner(s)], referred to as Partner 1, 2, etc., are summarized as follows:
[title or number of each action].
	Name 	
	Project activities  
	Project budget

	Partner 1...
	[briefly present the project activity implemented by Partner].

Activity 1 ....
	[mention the budget allocated to Partner 1 for the respective activity]
EUR....

	
	Activity 2 ....
	EUR...

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Name 	
	Project activities  
	Project budget

	Partner 2...
	Activity 1 ....
	EUR....

	
	Activity 2 ....
	EUR...

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



7.3 The Project Application form setting out a detailed description of key tasks, targets, timescales and the budget for each of the actions undertaken by the Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) is appended to this Partnership Agreement.

Article 8 – Cooperation with Third Parties

Possible wording (and minimum requirements)

8.1 In case of cooperation with third parties including subcontractors, the Project Partner(s) concerned shall remain solely responsible to the Project Promoter concerning compliance with its obligations as set out in this Partnership Agreement.
8.2 No Project Partner(s) shall have the right to transfer its rights and obligations under this Partnership Agreement without the prior consent of the other Project Partner(s) and Innovation Norway.

8.3 Co-operation with third parties including subcontractors shall be undertaken in accordance with procedures set out in EU and national public procurement legislation, if applicable.
Article 9 – Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting

Possible wording (and minimum requirements)
The Project Promoter has the overall responsibility for monitoring the actions undertaken by the Project Partner(s) on an on-going basis, and is responsible for the monitoring, evaluation and reporting requirements set out in the Project Contract with Innovation Norway.
The Project Partner(s) is obliged to supply the Project Promoter with all information deemed necessary for the preparation of reports of any kind to Innovation Norway.
Article 10 – Financial Control and Audits

Possible wording (and minimum requirements)
10.1 For audit purposes, the Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) shall agree to carry out audits as specified in the Project Contract signed between the Project Promoter and Innovation Norway.
10.2 The Partner(s) shall make all the necessary arrangements to ensure that any audits notified by Innovation Norway, or any bodies mentioned in the Standard Terms of Conditions included as a part of the Project Contract, can be carried out.
Article 11 - Communication and Publicity
Possible wording (and minimum requirements)
The Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) shall implement the communication and publicity measures in accordance with the project application and the Project Contract with Innovation Norway.
Article 12 – Confidentiality Requirements
Possible wording (and minimum requirements)
12. 1 The Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) agree that any information that they obtain during the execution of this Partnership Agreement are confidential, provided that the Project Promoter or one of the Project Partners explicitly requests such. The same applies to all documentation classified as “confidential”.
12. 2 The confidentiality clause will not affect Innovation Norway’s right (or third party appointed by Innovation Norway or bodies mentioned in art. 10.2) to verify/control/audit the activities and costs related to the financed project.
Article 13 – Modifications and Withdrawals
Possible wording (and minimum requirements)

13.1 Any modification to the present Partnership Agreement shall form the subject of an Addendum to this Agreement, which shall be submitted for the approval of Innovation Norway.
13.2 The Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) agree to not withdraw from the project unless there are unavoidable reasons for it. If this were nonetheless to happen, the Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s) shall endeavor to cover the contribution of the withdrawing Project Partner, either by assuming their tasks or, if relevant, by including new Partner(s) in the project. A possible inclusion of new partner(s) is subject to prior approval by Innovation Norway.
Article 14 – Non-execution of Obligations and Reimbursement
Please describe how to conclude the contract in the case of non-execution of obligations
Possible wording
In the event of total or partial incompletion of the obligations of the Project Partner(s) or in the event of material errors in the effective execution of project activities, each Partner of the Partnership Agreement undertakes to reimburse the Project Promoter any funds that have been unduly received, within the month following notification.
Article 15 – Working Language
Please choose the language, but please note that the Partnership Agreement needs to be in English
The working language of this Partnership Agreement shall be [to be filled in]. All communication with Innovation Norway shall be in English.
Article 16 – Dispute Resolution
Please regulate how to solve possible disputes. Possible wording:
16.1 Any dispute relating to the conclusion, validity, interpretation or performance of this Partnership Agreement shall be resolved amicably through consultation between the Parties.
16.2 Any dispute arising out of or in relation with this Partnership Agreement which cannot be settled amicably, shall be brought before the Court of [name of the relevant Court] and finally settled in accordance with the laws of [country of Project Promoter]. 
Article 17 – Force Majeure
Possible wording
No party shall be held liable for not complying with obligations ensuing from this Partnership Agreement should the non-compliance be caused by force majeure.
Article 18 – Concluding Provisions
Possible wording (and minimum requirements)
This present Partnership Agreement can only be changed by means of a written addendum that is signed by the Project Promoter and the Project Partner(s). The amended agreement is subject to prior approval by Innovation Norway.
Written in [specify the town] in [specify number] original copies, on [specify date]

[Name of Project Promoter]

[Name and title of legal representative]

[Signature and stamp]



[Name of Project Partner(s)]

[Name and title of legal representatives]

[Signature and stamp]
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