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Publication Note
	This overview summarizes and attributes the speaker’s argument. Statements about public figures, ministries, denominations, historical events, organizations, or alleged wrongdoing should not automatically be treated as independently verified facts. Consult the full transcript and source recording for context.


Website Summary
In “Loving Jesus,” Pastor Dean Odle uses Peter’s failure, restoration, and final testimony to ask what genuine love for Christ looks like in practice. Beginning with submission to God and resistance to the devil, he follows Peter from confident promises before the crucifixion to Jesus’ repeated question, “Lovest thou me?” and the command to feed Christ’s sheep. The sermon argues that love for Jesus cannot be reduced to emotion or religious language; it is shown through obedience, repentance, service, endurance, and a refusal to let the world displace devotion to Christ.
The message then works through Peter’s call to add virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity to faith. Odle applies these qualities to personal holiness, family discipline, relationships within the church, spiritual warfare, and perseverance through coming trials. His closing appeal is to remember what Christ has done, clear away idols and distractions, forgive quickly, and deliberately cultivate an active relationship with Jesus.
Categories and Tags
Primary category: Christ Alone
Secondary categories: Doctrine and Discernment, Spiritual Warfare, Christian Living, Scripture Alone
Suggested content type: Sermon Study
Tags: Jesus Christ, Peter, James 4, John 21, 2 Peter 1, 1 John 2, obedience, repentance, agape love, perseverance
Sermon Overview & Study Guide
1. Worship and the Call to Surrender  |  00:00-18:00
Opening worship and prayer center the heart on Christ and prepare the congregation to receive correction.
Related Scripture (KJV): James 4:7-8
2. Peter’s Confidence and Failure  |  18:00-37:00
Odle introduces loving Jesus through James 4 and Peter’s confident pledge before his denial, emphasizing humility and dependence on grace.
3. “Lovest Thou Me?”  |  37:00-45:00
Jesus restores Peter in John 21 and joins love for Christ to caring for His sheep.
4. Adding to Faith  |  45:00-1:03:00
Second Peter 1 becomes the sermon’s framework: believers must diligently add moral and spiritual qualities to faith rather than remain barren.
5. Knowledge, Temperance, and Godliness  |  1:03:00-1:17:00
The sermon distinguishes biblical knowledge from worldly claims and applies self-control and godliness to daily discipleship.
6. Brotherly Kindness and Corrective Love  |  1:17:00-1:30:00
Love includes forgiveness, patience, truthful correction, and responsible discipline rather than indulgence.
7. Charity That Endures  |  1:30:00-1:49:00
Agape love is presented as steadfast action that bears hardship and remains faithful under pressure.
8. Prayer and Final Appeal  |  1:49:00-1:51:36
The closing prayer asks God to make these qualities abound and to remove idols that compete with love for Jesus.
Scripture Index
References reflect passages directly named, read, quoted, or unmistakably alluded to in the sermon. Some ranges are consolidated for usefulness.
	Scripture
	Use in the Sermon

	James 4:7-8
	Submission to God, resistance to the devil, and drawing near to God.

	Luke 22:21-34
	Peter’s confidence, coming testing, denial, and Christ’s prayer for him.

	John 21:14-17
	Jesus asks Peter whether he loves Him and commands him to feed His sheep.

	1 John 2:15-17
	Love of the world is contrasted with love of the Father.

	2 Peter 1:1-11
	The principal framework for adding virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity to faith.

	John 14:12
	Believers are called to continue Christ’s works through faith.

	Titus 2:11-14
	Grace teaches believers to deny ungodliness and live soberly.

	John 13:34-35
	Love among disciples is a public mark of following Jesus.


Sources and Publication Notes
Canonical source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxbdhlRWwAo
Transcript basis: timestamped transcript supplied in the processing package. Obvious caption artifacts, filler, immediate repetitions, and abandoned fragments were lightly edited for readability while preserving substantive statements, sequence, examples, and claims.
Editorial scope: the study guide follows the sermon chronologically and attributes interpretation to the speaker. It does not independently verify historical, denominational, political, scientific, medical, or institutional assertions made in the sermon. Scripture quotations and references are presented as King James Version (KJV).
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