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Website Summary
In “Believer or Follower,” Pastor Dean Odle presents a Scripture-centered message about faith, holiness, the authority of Scripture. Drawing especially from 2 Corinthians 13, John 17, Genesis 1:26, 1 Thessalonians 5:23, the teaching emphasizes that biblical faith trusts God’s character and acts upon His promises. Odle connects that foundation with the conviction that God calls believers to reject compromise and pursue practical holiness.
As the sermon progresses, it addresses family discipleship, the Holy Spirit, the condition of the church. The message repeatedly calls listeners to trust God’s promises and refuse decisions governed by fear. Its concluding emphasis is pastoral and direct: Christians should receive biblical correction, reject compromise, remain dependent on God, and let their daily choices demonstrate the faith they confess. The overview below follows the sermon chronologically so readers can locate each distinct movement without reproducing the full transcript. The source video was published on 2023-10-15; this is the listed publication or upload date, not a separately established service date.
Website Categories and Tags
	Primary category
	Doctrine and Discernment

	Secondary categories
	Scripture Alone; Holy Spirit; Christ Alone

	Suggested type
	Sermon Study

	Tags
	2 Corinthians 13; John 17; Genesis 1:26; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Faith; Holiness; The Authority Of Scripture; Family Discipleship; The Holy Spirit; The Condition Of The Church; Spiritual Leadership





Sermon Overview & Study Guide
Chronological guide: Sections follow the sermon’s progression. Scripture quotations are from the KJV.
1. 2 Corinthians 13 and Worship
0:00-10:18
Odle focuses on faith while working through 2 Corinthians 13, John 17, Genesis 1:26. The message argues that biblical faith trusts God’s character and acts upon His promises. It connects this with the conviction that true worship centers on God and is expressed through reverence, surrender, and obedience. The practical emphasis is to trust God’s promises and refuse decisions governed by fear.
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and Bible Prophecy
10:18-20:36
Odle focuses on the authority of Scripture while working through 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Isaiah 96, Isaiah 9. The message argues that Scripture is presented as the standard for doctrine, discernment, and daily obedience. It connects this with the conviction that prophecy should produce discernment, readiness, and faithfulness rather than speculation alone. The practical emphasis is to remain watchful, grounded in Scripture, and ready to obey Christ.
3. John 17 and The Authority Of Scripture
20:36-30:54
Odle focuses on the condition of the heart while working through John 17, John 17:3. The message argues that the inner life must be healed, guarded, and brought under the truth of God’s word. It connects this with the conviction that Scripture is presented as the standard for doctrine, discernment, and daily obedience. The practical emphasis is to respond with honest repentance and concrete obedience.
4. Marriage And Covenant and Family Discipleship
30:54-41:12
Odle focuses on marriage and covenant. The message argues that marriage is treated as a covenant requiring faithfulness, sacrifice, truth, and biblical order. It connects this with the conviction that faithfulness in the home requires instruction, loving correction, protection, and a consistent Christian example. The practical emphasis is to seek God in prayer and act on what Scripture requires.
5. 1 John 52 and Holiness
41:12-51:30
Odle focuses on the Holy Spirit while working through 1 John 52, Jeremiah 3. The message argues that the Holy Spirit leads, equips, corrects, and strengthens believers who yield to God. It connects this with the conviction that God calls believers to reject compromise and pursue practical holiness. The practical emphasis is to practice patient, truthful love in relationships and conflict.
6. Matthew 25 and Stewardship And Giving
51:30-1:01:48
Odle focuses on faith while working through Matthew 25. The message argues that biblical faith trusts God’s character and acts upon His promises. It connects this with the conviction that material stewardship reveals priorities and should be governed by generosity, integrity, and obedience to God. The practical emphasis is to trust God’s promises and refuse decisions governed by fear.
7. Jeremiah 23:1 and The Condition Of The Church
1:01:48-1:12:06
Odle focuses on spiritual leadership while working through Jeremiah 23:1, Psalm 23. The message argues that leaders are accountable to teach faithfully, serve the flock, and model the character they proclaim. It connects this with the conviction that the church is called to recover biblical faithfulness instead of accommodating compromise. The practical emphasis is to test the teaching by Scripture and apply it through faithful obedience.
8. Matthew 4:19 and Grace And Mercy
1:12:06-1:22:24
Odle focuses on family discipleship while working through Matthew 4:19, Matthew 8:19, Matthew 9. The message argues that faithfulness in the home requires instruction, loving correction, protection, and a consistent Christian example. It connects this with the conviction that God’s grace forgives and also trains believers to leave sin and live in obedience. The practical emphasis is to seek God in prayer and act on what Scripture requires.
9. 1 John 2:15 and Costly Discipleship
1:22:24-1:32:42
Odle focuses on faith while working through 1 John 2:15. The message argues that biblical faith trusts God’s character and acts upon His promises. It connects this with the conviction that following Christ requires self-denial, obedience, and perseverance rather than passive association with religion. The practical emphasis is to trust God’s promises and refuse decisions governed by fear.
10. Holiness and Angelic Messengers
1:32:42-1:42:52
Odle focuses on holiness. The message argues that God calls believers to reject compromise and pursue practical holiness. It connects this with the conviction that angelic activity is examined within the biblical passage and its prophetic sequence. The practical emphasis is to examine the heart, receive correction, and finish faithfully.
Scripture Index
Passages are included when named or unmistakably invoked. Inferred references are identified in the description.
	Scripture
	Use in the Sermon

	2 Corinthians 13
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	John 17
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Genesis 1:26
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	1 Thessalonians 5:23
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Isaiah 96
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Isaiah 9
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Psalm 22
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Isaiah 61
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Luke 4
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	John 17:3
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	1 John 52
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Jeremiah 3
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Matthew 25
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Jeremiah 23:1
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Psalm 23
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Matthew 4:19
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Matthew 8:19
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Matthew 9
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Matthew 16:24
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Matthew 19:21
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Hebrews 10
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	Philippians 2
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.

	1 John 2:15
	Used in the sermon’s teaching on faith and its practical application.




Sources and Editorial Notes
Primary video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtK5oXec95U
YouTube lists 2023-10-15 as the video upload date; no separate recording/service date was established.
Transcript basis: Concise chronological paraphrase prepared from the supplied auto-generated timestamped transcript.
The overview attributes the sermon’s interpretations and disputed claims to the speaker; inclusion does not indicate independent verification.
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