SCENE ANALYVSIS:
BECOME A MOVIE SCENE MASTER!

The ability to break down and really analyze movie scenes is an
important skill for any film lover or filmmaker.

By paying close attention to how you react to different elements in a scene,
you'll gain a deeper understanding of what makes great storytelling work.

Unlock the secrets of film scenes by diving deep into your own thoughts and
opinions. You'll learn to analyze scenes like a pro and use those skKills to create
your own visual stories!

Watch this video tutorial to see how it's done
https://dofilm.co.nz/how-to/good-scenes-vs-bad-scenes/

or... Scan mel! —\

*Print the activity pages at the end of this document and enjoy the rest on screen!

A short film or scene—choose your own or see the last page for references.

Pen and paper (or a device for taking notes)



https://dofilm.co.nz/how-to/good-scenes-vs-bad-scenes/

ACTIVITY

ANALYZING YOUR OWN
THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS
ABOUT CHARALTERS, PLOTS.
AND DIRECTORIAL CHOICES
WILL MAKE YOUA BETTER
STORYTELLER.

Use one of the examples in the last page of this module if you cant decide which scene

to use! You can also explore our film archive for more options.

PART ONE: PERSONAL SCENE ANALYSIS
(25 MINUTES)

* Watch or read the provided scene closely, taking mental notes of your
thoughts and reactions as you go. Don't write anything down just yet.

+ Take a few minutes to reflect on your personal experience of the scene. Jot
down your initial thoughts, feelings, opinions, likes, and dislikes. Ask yourself:

« WHAT PARTS OF THE SCENE DI | REALLY ENJOY OR CONNECT
WITH. AND WHY?

« WHAT PARTS DION'T WORK FOR ME, AND WHY NOT?

- HOW DIO MY OPINION OF THE MAIN CHARACTERI(S] CHANGE FROM
THE BEGINNING TO THE END OF THE SCENE?

Scene analysis

PART TWO: DIG DEEPER
(S MINS)

* Now it's time to analyze the specific elements that contributed to your
opinions. Consider the following and take notes:

* The cinematography (lighting, angles, etc.) - How did it make you feel?

e The dialogue and character interactions - What did you think about how the
characters spoke and related to each other?

» The plot/story progression - Did the scene move the story forward in a way
you enjoyed or didn't enjoy?

» The stylistic choices (editing, music, etc.) - How did they impact your
experience?

PART THREE: CRITIQUE AND IMPROVE
(S5 MINS)

Based on your analysis, make some notes about how you might improve or

change elements of the scene:

¢ [f you didn't like something, how would you fix it?
¢ If you loved a certain part, how could it be enhanced even further?
* What would you do differently as the writer, director, or actor?

Remember, watching closely and analyzing your reactions will help you
create better films. Keep asking “why” about what you love and don’t love!



ACTIVITY Scene analysis

SCENE EXAMPLES:

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=FTiFD4eQ04U&t=307s

Share your personal analyses with the class!

OPTION A: Up till 06:04
Discuss your different opinions and perspectives on the scene. Listen
s . . . OPTION B: Up until 08:31
to each other's critiques with an open mind - you may pick up new

insights you hadn't considered before! The more you practice

analyzing your own thoughts and feelings about what you watch, the

stronger your storytelling skills will become.

Or... Explore our awesome
archive for more options!

https://dofilm.co.nz/shorts-
archive/
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