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‘Ortank Hangeul Text / Display’ are the
Hangeul version of the previously published
Ortank. This is the result of exploring the
confines of geometric shapes in both latin

and the korean script. Its goal is to ally the
radically simple shapes with some classical
influence, coming from the lineale grotesque
style. The typeface offers a set of letters which
are readable in large paragraph format and
other kinds of dense content. Its unique shapes
maintain legibility on a small scale without
causing discomfort. The moment of magic
occurs when using the display weight, where we
have embraced a digitally radical approach: we
have taken Ortanks to its extreme. We treated
each weight with sharpness and applied itina
unigue way along the whole type family. Ortank
Hangeul text and display families consist of

a total of 9 weights (Thin, ExtraLight, Light,
Regular, Medium, SemiBold, Bold, ExtraBold,
Black). Included in the package, the variable
fonts (axis: weight, optical size) will help expand
the range of usages.
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Background
Korean sentences written in Hangeul sometimes
require notation in additional languages to convey
the accurate meaning. Because a large part of
Korean vocabulary consists of Sino-Korean words,
there are times when Chinese characters are written
alongside to distinguish homonyms. Moreover, it
is sometimes inevitable to use English alongside
Korean in order to clarify the meaning in academmic
or technical writing. The current Korean orthography
also contains a number of elements adopted long
ago from other languages, such as Arabic numerals
and punctuations. An important issue when
typesetting a multilingual article is the harmony of
two or more typefaces displaying different language
systems within a single paragraph. This harmony
can be defined with regards to historical context or
visual elements. In any case, in a technical point of
view, the most important thing in weaving different
typefaces each of which has evolved with its own
unique history and system is to effectively control
the harmony.

The Current State of Multilingual Typesetting
Because Hangeul, Roman Alphabets and Chinese
characters are often used together in our daily
lives, most Korean fonts include glyphs of Hangeul,
numerals, Roman Alphabets and often Chinese
characters too. Therefore, a relatively organized
multilingual typesetting is possible simply by
using one Hangeul typeface. However, sometimes
one needs to use multiple typefaces in a single
paragraph, such as when typesetting characters
not included in Hangeul fonts such as Japanese
characters or when applying a separate font to
Roman alphabets only. Such situations raise two
practical issues.”

The first issue is the inconsistency of a
paragraph caused by the varying attributes of
typefaces. While there are a lot of variables to
consider when applying multiple typefacesin a
single paragraph, such as the basic form of the
typeface, the width, weight, spacing, and height,
itis very difficult to find typefaces within which
these aspects elegantly relate. These typefaces
are grouped arbitrarily, regardless of their varying
philosophy and standards.

The second issue is the absence of an effective
user interface (Ul) that supports this kind of
multilingual typesetting. In a typical graphic user
interface, designers ‘select’ the area of entered text
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Ortank Hangeul o
Designers Infos

Passionated by type design, Noheul Lee graduated from
NOheLII Lee the Type and Media program at the KABK, The Hague.

Currently she is working as a Hangeul & Latin multi-script type
@:x:l(— designer and a partner of ‘lo-ol type studio’, a studio based in
Switzerland & Seoul. Her work has received recognition and
acclaim; she won the 6th Bang Il Young Cultural Foundation
Fund Competition for her Hangeul design called ‘Arvana’.

She also received Gold medal in the Morisawa Type Design
Competition for the Latin design of ‘Areor’.

M n 7 Since the first encounter with interactive design in 2004, Loris
Lorls O I vier has never stopped to feed his curiosity. After studying in the
USA, Switzerland and The Netherlands, he experimented with
@:x:l(— different field of digital design and web development. Whether
it's through typography, motion design, 3D modeling, Ul and
UX design, he always tries to push toward new territory in
between current cultural artefacts and representation.



