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		September 27, 2026
Call to Worship  		
Pastor: If we have died with him, we will also live with him 
Congregation: If we endure, we will also reign with him 
Pastor: If we deny him, he also will deny us 
Congregation: If we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.  
 																													1 Timothy 2:11 - 13
																													
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 76: What is the ninth commandment?
 	Answer: The ninth commandment is, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”																															Exodus 20:16

Question 77: What is required in the ninth commandment?
 	Answer: The ninth commandment requires maintaining and promoting truth between one person and another, as well as maintaining and promoting our neighbor’s good name as well as our own, especially when being a legal witness.					        			Proverbs 14:5, 25; Zechariah 8:16; 3 John 1:12

Celebrating Baptism and Membership

Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading	     										Judges 15
		
The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of Life,
to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.


   1 After some days, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife with a young goat. And he said, “I will go in to my wife in the chamber.” But her father would not allow him to go in. 2 And her father said, “I really thought that you utterly hated her, so I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister more beautiful than she? Please take her instead.” 3 And Samson said to them, “This time I shall be innocent in regard to the Philistines, when I do them harm.” 4 So Samson went and caught 300 foxes and took torches. And he turned them tail to tail and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5 And when he had set fire to the torches, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines and set fire to the stacked grain and the standing grain, as well as the olive orchards. 6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has done this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given her to his    companion.” And the Philistines came up and burned her and her father with fire. 7 And Samson said to them, “If this is what you do, I swear I will be avenged on you, and after that I will quit.” 8 And he struck them hip and thigh with a great blow, and he went down and stayed in the cleft of the rock of Etam. 
9 Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah and made a raid on Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah said, “Why have you come up against us?” They said, “We have come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us.” 11 Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then is this that you have done to us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so have I done to them.” 12 And they said to him, “We have come down to bind you, that we may give you into the hands of the Philistines.” And Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not attack me yourselves.” 13 They said to him, “No; we will only bind you and give you into their hands. We will surely not kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock. 
14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him. Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and the ropes that were on his arms became as flax that has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. 15 And he found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, and put out his hand and took it, and with it he struck 1,000 men. 16 And Samson said, 

		“With the jawbone of a donkey, 
heaps upon heaps, 
		with the jawbone of a donkey 
have I struck down a thousand men.” 

17 As soon as he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone out of his hand. And that place was called Ramath-lehi. 
18 And he was very thirsty, and he called upon the LORD and said, “You have granted this great salvation by the hand of your servant, and shall I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 19 And God split open the hollow place that is at Lehi, and water came out from it. And when he drank, his spirit returned, and he revived. Therefore the name of it was called En-hakkore; it is at Lehi to this day. 20 And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years.







Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series: Covenant Faithfulness: The Book of Judges
Sermon: God’s Faithfulness Cannot Be Thwarted by the Faithless
1. The Problem: Flawed Instruments in God’s Hand
2. God’s Sovereign Initiative: The Spirit’s Decisive Intervention (Judges 15:14)
3. Prayer Answered Despite Impure Motives (Judges 15:18 – 19)
4. The Pattern: God’s Mission Succeeds through Divine Empowerment
5. The Takeaway: Covenant Faithfulness Transcends Human Failure
Sermon quotes
When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 												John 6:14 – 15 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 							Luke 4:18 – 19 

Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, we confess that we live like Samson: self-directed, spiritually careless, and often 
indifferent to the covenant you have made with us. We fail to honor the calling you have placed on our lives, yet we expect you to deliver us when we cry out. Forgive us. 

Father, forgive our stubbornness and refusal to submit to your purposes. Jesus, intercede for us and cover our unworthiness with your perfect righteousness. Holy Spirit, rush upon us not because we are worthy, but because you are faithful. Amen.

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   	 Romans 5:6 - 8

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: The Lord’s Supper
Jesus gave us this meal to help us remember his sacrifice. It is a spiritual feast that nourishes our souls, confirms his promises to us, and unites us with him and one another.

Who Should Partake? We invite all baptized believers who trust in Jesus and are living in repentance
to eat and drink with us. If you have not yet professed faith in Jesus Christ, or if you are holding onto unrepentant sin, please abstain from the elements and use this time for prayer instead. 

(Juice is on the outer rings. Wine is on the inner rings. Gluten-free wafers are in the small cups.)

Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   													Hebrews 13:20 – 21
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· QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas, etc.  
· Sunday School, 9:30-10:10am. We have classes for all ages, infants through adults.
· Pumpkins & Pizza (Middle school event): Sunday, October 18, 12-4pm, at the Day home. Pumpkin carving, pizza, and sweet treats. Invite your friends! RSVP to Lindsay Day by Monday, 10/12. 
· Church Potluck at the Shadels’ home. Saturday, October 24, beginning at 4pm. Shadels will provide baked potatoes, chili, and toppings. Please bring a dessert, drink, or side dish to share. 
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination 
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).
Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org,         Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
Worship Music Director: Abby Hummel, abby@gracehillnc.org.  Children’s Ministry Director: Kristen Carter, kristen@gracehillnc.org. Communications Coordinator: Mary Erickson, tworstaggering@yahoo.com.  
Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	
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