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			August 30, 2026
Call to Worship  		
Pastor: Thus says the Lord: Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom 
Congregation: Let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast 
 			           in his riches 
Pastor: But let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me
Congregation: That I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness   
 					   in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.	Jeremiah 9:23 - 24

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 73: What is the eighth commandment?
 	Answer: The eighth commandment is, “You shall not steal.”								Exodus 20:15

Question 74: What is required in the eighth commandment?
 	Answer: The eighth commandment requires that we lawfully procure and further the wealth and 
outward estate of ourselves and others.	    Gen. 30:30, 47:14, 20; Ex. 23:4-5 ; Lev. 25:35; Deut. 22:1-5; 1 Tim. 5:8 

Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading	     							Judges 11
		
The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of Life,
to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.


1 The men of Ephraim were called to arms, and they crossed to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, “Why did you cross over to fight against the Ammonites and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house over you with fire.” 2 And Jephthah said to them, “I and my people had a great dispute with the Ammonites, and when I called you, you did not save me from their hand. 3 And when I saw that you would not save me, I took my life in my hand and crossed over against the Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day to fight against me?” 4 Then Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim. And the men of Gilead struck Ephraim, because they said, “You are fugitives of Ephraim, you Gileadites, in the midst of Ephraim and Manasseh.” 5 And the Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. And when any of the fugitives of Ephraim said, “Let me go over,” the men of Gilead said to him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” When he said, “No,” 6 they said to him, “Then say Shibboleth,” and he said, “Sibboleth,” for he could not pronounce it right. Then they seized him and slaughtered him at the fords of the Jordan. At that time 42,000 of the Ephraimites fell. 

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was buried in his city in Gilead. 

8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 9 He had thirty sons, and thirty daughters he gave in marriage outside his clan, and thirty daughters he brought in from outside for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years. 10 Then Ibzan died and was buried at Bethlehem. 

11 After him Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel, and he judged Israel ten years. 12 Then Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried at Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. 

13 After him Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel. 14 He had forty sons and thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy donkeys, and he judged Israel eight years. 15 Then Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died and was buried at Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites.




Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series: Covenant Faithfulness: The Book of Judges
Sermon: A Salvation We Can’t Trust: Human Leaders Can’t Break the Cycle of Our Sin
1. Internal Pride Destroys Community (Judges 12:1 – 8)
2. Outward Peace Without Inward Covenant Faithfulness Is Fragile (12:8 – 15)
3. No Human Leader Can Break the Cycle (12:1 – 15) 
Sermon quote
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 																					Isaiah 9:6 – 7 
	

Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, we confess that our internal pride often destroys our community. Like ancient Israel, we harbor defensive pride and settle for an outward illusion of peace while our inward faithfulness to your covenant crumbles. 

Father, forgive our reliance on human salvation. Lord Jesus, be the eternal Savior who breaks our cycle of sin. Holy Spirit, replace our strife with true humility and inward covenant faithfulness, so we might live in true peace and unwavering devotion. 

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as you have sworn to our fathers from the days of old.											Micah 7:18 - 20
Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   													Hebrews 13:20 – 21


· [image: ]QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas, etc.  
· High School Youth Fellowship Event: RTP Rush Hour Karting and Dinner.
Saturday, September 26, 3:30-8pm; Bringing friends is encouraged! Email courtgeels@gmail.com to RSVP and/or for more details. 
· Women’s Weekly Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, September 16, 9:30-11:30am, at GH. See Mary for your study guide on the book of Hebrews.
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination 
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).
Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org,         Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
Worship Music Director: Abby Hummel, abby@gracehillnc.org.  Children’s Ministry Director: Kristen Carter, kristen@gracehillnc.org. Communications Coordinator: Mary Erickson, tworstaggering@yahoo.com.  
Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	
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