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			August 23, 2026
Call to Worship  		
Pastor: God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise
Congregation: God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong
Pastor: Because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption	
Congregation: As it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”	1 Cor. 1:27, 30 – 31

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 73: What is the eighth commandment?
 	Answer: The eighth commandment is, “You shall not steal.”								Exodus 20:15

Question 74: What is required in the eighth commandment?
 	Answer: The eighth commandment requires that we lawfully procure and further the wealth and outward estate of ourselves and others.	    Gen. 30:30, 47:14, 20; Ex. 23:4-5 ; Lev. 25:35; Deut. 22:1-5; 1 Tim. 5:8 

Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading	     									Judges 11
		
The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of Life,
to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.


1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a prostitute. Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 2 And Gilead’s wife also bore him sons. And when his wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him, “You shall not have an inheritance in our father’s house, for you are the son of another woman.” 3 Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob, and worthless fellows collected around Jephthah and went out with him. 
4 After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel. 5 And when the Ammonites made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land of Tob. 6 And they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our leader, that we may fight against the Ammonites.” 7 But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me and drive me out of my father’s house? Why have you come to me now when you are in distress?” 8 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “That is why we have turned to you now, that you may go with us and fight against the Ammonites and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 9 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead,   “If you bring me home again to fight against the Ammonites, and the LORD gives them over to me, I will be your head.” 10 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The LORD will be witness between us, if we do not do as you say.” 11 So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and leader over them. And Jephthah spoke all his words before the LORD at Mizpah. 
12 Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites and said, “What do you have against me, that you have come to me to fight against my land?” 13 And the king of the Ammonites answered the messengers of Jephthah,       “Because Israel on coming up from Egypt took away my land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and to the Jordan; now therefore restore it peaceably.” 14 Jephthah again sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites 15 and said to him, “Thus says Jephthah: Israel did not take away the land of Moab or the land of the Ammonites, 16 but when they came up from Egypt, Israel went through the wilderness to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 Israel then sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Please let us pass through your land,’ but the king of Edom would not listen. And they sent also to the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel remained at Kadesh. 
18 “Then they journeyed through the wilderness and went around the land of Edom and the land of Moab and arrived on the east side of the land of Moab and camped on the other side of the Arnon. But they did not enter the territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary of Moab. 19 Israel then sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon, and Israel said to him, ‘Please let us pass through your land to our country,’ 20 but Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through his territory, so Sihon gathered all his people together and            encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel. 21 And the LORD, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them. So Israel took possession of all the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that country. 22 And they took possession of all the territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan. 23 So then the LORD, the God of Israel, dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel; and are you to take possession of them? 24 Will you not possess what Chemosh your god gives you to possess? And all that the LORD our God has dispossessed before us, we will possess. 25 Now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever contend against Israel, or did he ever go to war with them? 26 While Israel lived in Heshbon and its villages, and in Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the Arnon, 300 years, why did you not deliver them within that time? 27 I therefore have not sinned against you, and you do me wrong by making war on me. The LORD, the Judge,     decide this day between the people of Israel and the people of Ammon.” 28 But the king of the Ammonites did not listen to the words of Jephthah that he sent to him. 
29 Then the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, “If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, 31 then whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the LORD’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.” 32 So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the LORD gave them into his hand. 33 And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel. 
34 Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came out to meet him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither son nor daughter. 35 And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For      I have opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow.” 36 And she said to him, “My father, you have opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites.” 37 So she said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that        I may go up and down on the mountains and weep for my      virginity, I and my companions.” 38 So he said, “Go.” Then he sent her away for two months, and she departed, she and her companions, and wept for her virginity on the mountains. 39 And at the end of two months, she returned to her father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had never known a man, and it became a custom in Israel 40 that the daughters of Israel went year by year to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year.



Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series: Covenant Faithfulness: The Book of Judges
Sermon: God Delivers Through the Faithful Yet Flawed
1. God calls the rejected outcast to save his people. (Judges 11:1 – 11)
2. Jephthah defends Israel’s claim through diplomacy and theology (11:12 – 28)
3. A pagan practice turns victory into tragedy (11:29 – 40)
Sermon quotes
You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. 																							Leviticus 18:21

1 Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of the people of Israel, saying, “This is what the Lord has commanded. 2 If a man vows a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word. He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. 	Numbers 30:1 – 2 	

Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, forgive us for our lack of trust. Like Jephthah, we often make rash vows and foolish deals with you instead of resting in the promises you have already given. Pardon us for treating your grace as something we must manipulate or earn. 

Father, ground us in your unmerited favor. Lord Jesus, cover our flawed faith with your perfect righteousness. Holy Spirit, transform our anxious hearts so that we might fully rest in your faithfulness. Amen.

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified. 																									Hebrews 10:11 - 14 

Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: The Lord’s Supper
Jesus gave us this meal to help us remember his sacrifice. It is a spiritual feast that nourishes our souls, confirms his promises to us, and unites us with him and one another.

Who Should Partake? We invite all baptized believers who trust in Jesus and are living in 
repentance to eat and drink with us. If you have not yet professed faith in Jesus Christ, or if you are holding onto unrepentant sin, please abstain from the elements and use this time for prayer instead. 

(Juice is on the outer rings. Wine is on the inner rings. Gluten-free wafers are in the small cups.)

Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   												Hebrews 13:20 – 21

[image: ]
· QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas, etc.   
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving


[image: ]
Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination 
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).
Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org,         Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
Worship Music Director: Abby Hummel, abby@gracehillnc.org.  Children’s Ministry Director: Kristen Carter, kristen@gracehillnc.org. Communications Coordinator: Mary Erickson, tworstaggering@yahoo.com.  
Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	
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