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				October 4, 2026
Call to Worship  		
Pastor: It is he who remembered us in our low estate. 
Congregation: For his steadfast love endures forever! 
Pastor: It is he who has rescued us from our foes.
Congregation: For his steadfast love endures forever!									Psalm 136:23 - 24


Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 79: What is the tenth commandment?
 	Answer: The tenth commandment is, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant or female servant, his ox or his donkey, or anything 
that belongs to your neighbor.																		Exodus 20:17

Question 80: What is required in the tenth commandment?
 	Answer: The tenth commandment requires full contentment with our own condition, with a right and charitable orientation of our spirit toward our neighbor and all that is his.      
 																Job 31:29; Rom. 12:15; 1 Cor. 13:4 - 7; 1 Tim. 1:5, 6:6; Heb. 13:5
Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading	     										Judges 16
		
The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of Life,
to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.


 	1 Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a prostitute, and he went in to her. 2 The Gazites were told, “Samson has come here.” And they surrounded the place and set an ambush for him all night at the gate of the city. They kept quiet all night, saying, “Let us wait till the light of the morning; then we will kill him.” 3 But Samson lay till midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and pulled them up, bar and all, and put them on his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron. 
4 After this he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 5 And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Seduce him, and see where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to humble him. And we will each give you 1,100 pieces of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies, and how you might be bound, that one could subdue you.” 
7 Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” 8 Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she bound him with them. 9 Now she had men lying in ambush in an inner chamber. And she said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the bowstrings, as a thread of flax snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not known. 
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you have mocked me and told me lies. Please tell me how you might be bound.” 11 And he said to her, “If they bind me with new ropes that have not been used, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” 12 So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And the men lying in ambush were in an inner chamber. But he snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread. 
13 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me how you might be bound.” And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head with the web and fasten it tight with the pin, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” 14 So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head and wove them into the web. And she made them tight with the pin and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep and pulled away the pin, the loom, and the web. 
15 And she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and you have not told me where your great strength lies.” 16 And when she pressed him hard with her words day after day, and urged him, his soul was vexed to death. 17 And he told her 
all his heart, and said to her, “A razor has never come upon   my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak and be like any other man.” 
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up again, for he has told me all his heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hands. 19 She made him sleep on her knees. And she called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 20 And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him. 21 And the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the mill in the prison. 22 But the hair of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved. 
23 Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to rejoice, and they said, “Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hand.” 24 And when the people saw him, they praised their god. For they said, “Our god has given our enemy into our hand, the ravager of our country, who has killed many of us.” 25 And when their hearts were merry, they said, “Call Samson, that he may entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the prison, and he entertained them. They made him stand between the pillars. 26 And Samson said to the young man who held him by the hand, “Let me feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against them.” 27 Now the house was full of men and women. All the lords of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there were about 3,000 men and women, who looked on while Samson entertained. 
28 Then Samson called to the LORD and said, “O Lord GOD, please remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other. 30 And Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” Then he bowed with all his strength, and the house fell upon the lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were more than those whom he had killed during his life. 31 Then his brothers and all his family came down and took him and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had judged Israel twenty years.







Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series: Covenant Faithfulness: The Book of Judges
Sermon: Remember Me: When God’s Mercy Reaches the Broken and Disgraced
1. Samson’s Descent: When Faithlessness Exposes Our Foolishness (16:1 – 20)
2. God’s Sovereignty Transcends Human Shame (16:21 – 27)
3. Prayer Changes Everything: God Remembers the Faithless (16:28 – 30)
4. The Theological Triumph: God’s Mercy Proves Mightier Than Sin
Sermon quote
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 						Psalm 51:11 – 12 


Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, we confess that, like Samson, we treat our calling carelessly, presuming upon your grace. We flirt with sin, grow numb to spiritual decay, and ignore our faithlessness until we are broken and bound. Forgive us.

Father, awaken us to our sin before tragedy strikes. Jesus Christ, cover our presumption with your obedience. Holy Spirit, grant genuine repentance. Though your mercy reaches the broken, help us remain faithful to our calling. Amen.

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.
	 																											Isaiah 43:25

Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   													Hebrews 13:20 – 21
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· QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas, etc.  
· Sunday School, 9:30-10:10am. We have classes for all ages, infants through adults.
· Check out our renewed website!    www.gracehillnc.org	   Feedback is welcome.
· Pumpkins & Pizza (Middle school event): Sunday, October 18, 12-4pm, at the Day home. Pumpkin carving, pizza, and sweet treats. Invite your friends! RSVP to Lindsay Day by Monday, 10/12. 
· Church Potluck at the Shadels’ home. Saturday, October 24, beginning at 4pm. Shadels will provide baked potatoes, chili, and toppings. Please bring a dessert, drink, or side dish to share. 
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination 
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).
Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org,         Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
Worship Music Director: Abby Hummel, abby@gracehillnc.org.  Children’s Ministry Director: Kristen Carter, kristen@gracehillnc.org. Communications Coordinator: Mary Erickson, tworstaggering@yahoo.com.  
Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	
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