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The Vision of Grace Hill Is to Nourish and Grow the Family of Christ.

					November 1, 2026

Call to Worship  		
Pastor: I will praise the name of God with a song;
Congregation: I will magnify him with thanksgiving.
Pastor: Let heaven and earth praise him,
Congregation: The seas and everything that moves in them.	Psalm 69:30, 34
																													
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 82: Is anyone able to keep the commandments of God perfectly?
    Answer: Since the fall, no mere human is able to keep the commandments of God perfectly in this life, but breaks them daily in thought, word, and deed.				           Gen. 6:5; Gen. 8:21; Ecc. 7:20; Rom. 3:9-21; Gal. 5:17; Jas. 3:2-13; 1 John 1:8, 10

Question 84: What does every sin deserve?
    Answer: Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, both in this life and in the life to come.			  		                     Lam. 3:39; Matt. 25:41; Gal. 3:10; Eph. 5:6

[bookmark: _Hlk184792556]Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 









Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian 
denomination with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).    	      
 		 	Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org        Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
 		Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
 		www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading		Acts 1:12 - 26

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 	
  	
 	“ ‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 
and 
	“ ‘Let another take his office.’ 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 


Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series:   Acts: The Unifying Power of the Gospel
Sermon: First Century Small Group
1. A Community Devoted to Prayer   (Acts 1:12 – 14, 24)
2. A Community Led by the Spirit through the Word   (Acts 1:15 – 20)
3. A Community Sent by Jesus to Be Witnesses   (Acts 1:21 – 26)
Sermon quotes
It was a healthy combination: continuous praise in the temple, and continuous prayer in the home… There can be little doubt that the grounds of this unity and perseverance in prayer were the command and promise of Jesus. He had promised to send them the Spirit soon (1:4, 5, 8). He had commanded them to wait for him to come and then to begin their witness. We learn, therefore, that God’s promises do not render prayer superfluous. On the contrary, it is only his promises which give us the warrant to pray and the confidence that he will hear and answer. 		John Stott, The Message of Acts

The unit begins a pattern for this section of Acts: we gain a glimpse of community life and then observe the community engaging the larger culture in witness. The juxtaposition is intentional. The community is not only to be inwardly focused on its worship, obedience, growth, and nurture; it is also to move out into the world in testimony.   Darrell Bock, Acts









Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, we confess that we have neglected prayer as the foundation of our community. We rush through decisions without seeking your wisdom, rely on our own judgment instead of your Word, and fail to wait upon you with devoted hearts.

Father, teach us to make prayer our first and constant practice. Jesus, remind us that we are sent to testify to your resurrection with boldness and faithfulness. 
Holy Spirit, guide us through Scripture, illuminate your will in our decisions, 
and empower us to live as a community devoted to your purposes. Amen.

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  								1 John 2:1 – 2 
Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   
 										Hebrews 13:20 – 21


· [image: ]QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas.
· Sunday School, 9:30-10:15am. We have classes for all ages, infants through adults.
· OCIM food drive runs through November 15. There’s a table in the foyer for your donations. Pick up a flyer with a list of recommended items.
· Communicant’s Class meeting on three more Sundays from 12:00-12:30pm. 
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving


















The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, 
Who Is the Bread of Life, to Be Transformed by His Grace, 
Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.
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