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		September 20, 2026
Call to Worship  		
Pastor: The LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.
Congregation: Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the heart.
Pastor: Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts
Congregation: And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting!																1 Samuel 16:7, Proverbs 21:2 – 3, Psalm 139: 23 – 24															
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 76: What is the ninth commandment?
 	Answer: The ninth commandment is, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”																															Exodus 20:16

Question 77: What is required in the ninth commandment?
 	Answer: The ninth commandment requires maintaining and promoting truth between one person and another, as well as maintaining and promoting our neighbor’s good name as well as our own, especially when being a legal witness.					        			Proverbs 14:5, 25; Zechariah 8:16; 3 John 1:12

Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading	     										Judges 14
		
The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of Life,
to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.


1 Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of the daughters of the Philistines. 2 Then he came up and told his father and mother, “I saw one of the daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. Now get her for me as my wife.” 3 But his father and mother said to him, “Is there not a woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes.” 
4 His father and mother did not know that it was from the LORD, for he was seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines ruled over Israel. 
5 Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and they came to the vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring. 6 Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the lion in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went down and talked with the woman, and she was right in Samson’s eyes. 
8 After some days he returned to take her. And he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. 9 He scraped it out into his hands and went on, eating as he went. And he came to his father and mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not tell them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion. 
10 His father went down to the woman, and Samson prepared a feast there, for so the young men used to do. 11 As soon as the people saw him, they brought thirty companions to be with him. 12 And Samson said to them, “Let me now put a riddle to you. If you can tell me what it is, within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothes, 13 but if you cannot tell me what it is, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of clothes.” And they said to him, “Put your riddle, that we may hear it.” 
14 And he said to them,                  
	   “Out of the eater came something to eat. 
	 	     Out of the strong came something sweet.” And in three days they could not solve the riddle. 
15 On the fourth day they said to Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband to tell us what the riddle is, lest we burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you invited us here to impoverish us?” 16 And Samson’s wife wept over him and said, “You only hate me; you do not love me. You have put a riddle to my people, and you have not told me what it is.” And he said to her, “Behold, I have not told my 
father nor my mother, and shall I tell you?” 17 She wept before him the seven days that their feast lasted, and on the seventh day he told her, because she pressed him hard. Then she told the riddle to her people. 18 And the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down,
	  “What is sweeter than honey? 
		     What is stronger than a lion?” 
And he said to them, 
    	“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
		     you would not have found out my riddle.” 
	19 And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and struck down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to those who had told the     riddle. In hot anger he went back to his father’s house. 20 And Samson’s wife was given to his companion, who had been his best man. 




Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series: Covenant Faithfulness: The Book of Judges
Sermon: Gifted but Rebellious
1. The Paradox of Divine Gifting and Personal Rebellion (Judges 14:1 – 9)
2. The Deception of “What Seems Right” (14:10 – 15)
3. Being Used by God Does Not Mean Being Right with God (14:1 – 20)
Sermon quotes
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 												Romans 9:17 – 18 

Neither Samson’s foolishness nor his stubbornness is going to prevent Yahweh from accomplishing his design. Yahweh can and will use the sinfulness or stupidity of his servants as the camouﬂage for bringing his secret will to pass. 																					Dale Ralph Davis, Judges

Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, we confess that we often choose what seems right in our own eyes. We are easily ensnared by our passions and focus on outward appearances rather than our hearts. Forgive us for our continued rebellion against your perfect will. 

Father, search us and know our thoughts. Jesus, thank you for being our advocate and the 
propitiation for our sins. Holy Spirit, empower us to walk in covenant faithfulness, leading us
in the way everlasting. Amen.

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 				1 John 2:1 – 2 

Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   													Hebrews 13:20 – 21
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· QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas, etc.  
· High School Youth Fellowship Event: RTP Rush Hour Karting and Dinner.
Saturday, September 26, 3:30-8pm; Bringing friends is encouraged! Email courtgeels@gmail.com to RSVP and/or for more details. 
· Pumpkins & Pizza (Middle school event): Sunday, October 18, 12-4pm, at the Day home. Pumpkin carving, pizza, and sweet treats. Invite your friends! RSVP to Lindsay Day by Monday, 10/12. 
· Church Potluck at the Shadels’ home. Saturday, October 24, beginning at 4pm. Shadels will provide baked potatoes, chili, and toppings. Please bring a dessert, drink, or side dish to share. 
· Women’s Weekly Bible Study on Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30am, at GH. 
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination 
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).
Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org,         Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
Worship Music Director: Abby Hummel, abby@gracehillnc.org.  Children’s Ministry Director: Kristen Carter, kristen@gracehillnc.org. Communications Coordinator: Mary Erickson, tworstaggering@yahoo.com.  
Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	
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